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Judge Alice Hill Selected
2004 Judge of the Year

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Alice C. Hill

will receive the San Fernando Valley Bar Association’s

2004 Judge of the Year Award at the SFVBA’s Annual

Judges Night on February 19 at the Woodland Hills

Hilton.  The event will also pay tribute to the late

Judge Warren Greene, and recognize Judges Sandy

Kriegler and Richard Wolfe for spearheading the suc-

cessful VAST program.

Alice Hill was appointed to the Los Angeles

Municipal Court by Governor Pete Wilson in

November 1995.  She served as Supervising Judge of

the San Fernando branch from 1998 until the Court’s

unification with the Superior Court in 2000.

Judge Hill has continued to take on leadership

roles.  She was Assistant Supervising Judge of the

North Valley District under William MacLaughlin, and

was elevated to Supervising Judge when MacLaughlin

was elected Assistant Presiding Judge of the Los

Angeles Superior Court in 2002.

Hill helped oversee the opening of the

Chatsworth courthouse in 2002, and then a year later,

the transfer of caseloads between San Fernando and

Chatsworth.  She is a member of the LASC Rules,

Community Outreach, Domestic Violence, and

Legislative Outreach Committees.  She works closely

with the Bar as an active member of the San Fernando

Valley Bench-Bar Committee and co-chaired the

SFVBA’s 75th Anniversary Court Improvement

Committee, which was responsible for the Mural

Project at the Valley courthouses.

“Judge Hill was selected as our Judge of the Year

because of her judicial achievements and her support

of the Bar,” states SFVBA President Jim Felton.  “She is

highly regarded among the Bench and Bar for her

intellectual integrity and even-handed approach to the

law.”

After graduating from the University of Virginia

with a law degree in 1983, she clerked for U.S. District

Judge Joseph H. Young in Baltimore; worked for a

French law firm while here husband, Peter Starr,

taught French and comparative literature in Paris; and

was an associate in the Los

Angeles office of Morrison &

Foerster.

In 1987, Hill joined the

U.S. Attorney’s Office in Los

Angeles.  She prosecuted a lot of drug-related and

white-collar criminals, as well as grand jury work.

Eighteen months into her job, Hill received the biggest

case of her career, prosecuting Charles Keating and

others in the Lincoln Savings & Loan fraud case.  She

eventually went on to become the first woman to head

the major frauds unit, the largest section in the U.S.

Attorney’s Office.

Judges’ Night will also feature a tribute to Judge

Warren Greene, who died unexpectedly on October 7

after a short battle with leukemia.  His wife, Carol

Greene, will be a guest of the SFVBA for the evening.

Greene presided over a criminal calendar in San

Fernando and was respected and well liked not only

by his colleagues on the Bench and the Bar, but even

by the defendants who came before him.  The Daily

Journal reported in his obituary that a defendant wept

at the news of Greene’s death.

Van Nuys Supervising Judge Sandy Kriegler and

Judge Richard Wolfe will be recognized for spearhead-

ing the Valley Associated Settlement Team (VAST) pro-

gram. Over two weeks in October, more than 250

SFVBA volunteers settled more than 360 backlogged

cases.

Past recipients of the San Fernando Valley Bar

Association Judge of the Year Award include Judges

Alan Haber, Marvin Rowen, Meredith Taylor, Judith

Ashmann, Bert Glennon, William MacLaughlin,

Juelann Cathey, Geraldine Mund, Michael Farrell,

Michael Hoff, Howard Schwab and Kathryne Ann

Stoltz.

Judges’ Night will be held on Thursday, February

19, at the Woodland Hills Hilton.  The reception

begins at 5:30 p.m., followed by dinner and program at

6:30.  Individual tickets are $55 and Sponsor Tables

are $550.

SAVE THE
DATE!

January 9th and 10th

MCLE MARATHON
Two-Day Seminar to help attorneys
meet the requirements of minimum

continuing legal education mandated
by the State Bar of California.

SEE PAGE 22
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We specialize in areas you don’t ...
and in returning your satisfied clients to you.
Proving you can have your cake and eat it, too.

important part of our job is sustaining their
allegiance to you.

So if you have a client who has needs in any
one of the areas listed above—we have years
of in-depth experience in every one of them—
don’t hesitate to give us a call.

You can be sure that we’ll give your clients
excellent service.

And then we’ll send them back to you.

Lewitt, hackman, Shapiro, Marshall & Harlan
A Law Corporation

16633 Ventura Boulevard, Eleventh Floor • Encino, California  91436 • (818) 990-2120 • FAX (818) 981-4764
Info @lewitthackman.com • www.lewitthackman.com

Sometimes the best way
to keep a client

is to send them to us.

Sometimes the best way
to keep a client

is to send them to us.

R           eferring a client can make attorneys
nervous. Expose them to another firm? Maybe
to never see them again? Forever?

Not when you refer them to Lewitt, Hackman.
For thirty years, referrals have been an

important part of our practice. That’s why, when
we receive referrals, we adhere to two key
principles. First, we consider them your clients,
on a loan to us. And second, we believe that an
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A TRIP TO THE PROMISED LAND

For those of you who are fans of old game shows, you may
remember one called “The Jokers Wild” that was hosted by Jack
Barry.  In this show, contestants would spin an imaginary slot

machine, which would then give them the opportunity to answer questions regarding
the categories that came up on the slot machine.   If a player didn’t like any of the cat-
egories that came up, the player could go “off the board” for $50.  

So what does any of this have to do with this month’s President’s message.  Well,
this month, I am not going to talk about any legal issues.  I am going to go “off the
board” and talk about a recent trip that I took to Israel in November.   It was my first
trip to that country, and I wanted to share some thoughts about what I saw and heard. 

First and foremost, before my trip, many people questioned why I would go at a
time when a suicide bomber could strike anywhere and anytime.  I am not sure that I
had a compelling reason but I had just turned 40 and given the possible options (i.e.
Dodger Fantasy camp, a golf excursion, or going to Israel), the choice seemed com-
pelling. 

Certainly, our group of about 75 stood out, at least a little, with our name badges
and our Nikes.  We went to an open-air market in Tel Aviv, and as we walked through,
the shopkeepers, one to the next, said to each other “they’re back and they’re not
afraid.”  We were thanked for being courageous and brave, which was definitely iron-
ic given that the people of Israel are the ones living in a state sometimes fraught with
terror.

JACK TRIMARCO & ASSOCIATES
POLYGRAPH/INVESTIGATIONS, INC.

9454 Wilshire Blvd. 6th Floor
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

(310) 247-2637

1361 Avenida De Aprisa
Camarillo, CA 93010

(805) 383-8004

email: jtrimarco@aol.com

Former Inspector General Polygraph Program
Office of Counter Intelligence
U.S. Department of Energy.

Jack Trimarco, President
Former Polygraph Unit Chief

Los Angeles, F.B.I. (1990-1998)

CA. P.I. #20970

Member Society of Former Special Agents
Federal Bureau of Investigation

continued on page 19
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BY DAVID GURNICK, PRESIDENT, VALLEY COMMUNITY LEGAL FOUNDATION OF THE SFVBABY DAVID GURNICK, PRESIDENT, VALLEY COMMUNITY LEGAL FOUNDATION OF THE SFVBA

continued on page 10

Happy New Year!   
2004 is the Foundation’s 25th

anniversary year.  I invite the legal
community to join the Foundation’s
officers and directors to make this the
best year ever for lawyers and law pro-
fessionals to give back to the Valley
Community.

The Foundation is hard at work
developing our endowment program.
We will invite lawyers and others to
become Founding Fellows of the Valley
Community Legal Foundation.  We are
developing a giving program with lev-
els to enable everyone to participate.

Our Law Day Dinner Committee
is planning a fun filled celebration of
the law, with a very special guest.

Please mark your calendar and plan
to be with us Friday evening, April 30
at the Woodland Hills Hilton.  This is
still the Foundation’s major fund rais-
ing event so we welcome and need
your participation. Please email Anne
Adams at AnneAdamsT@aol.com or
me at dgurnick@lewitthackman.com
with your suggestions, sponsorship
recommendations and award nomi-
nees.

We welcomed another new mem-
ber to our Board of Trustees.
Professor David Braun is chair of the
Business Department at Pierce College.
Past SFVBA Presidents Mark Blackman
and Fred Gaines are helping the
Foundation’s ongoing recruiting effort,

identifying selected community mem-
bers to serve on our Foundation
Board.  Please share your suggestions
for Director candidates with Fred at
fgaines@gaineslaw.com or Mark at
mblackman@alpertbarr.com.

Our Foundation’s mission is to
promote respect for the law and its
institutions. Among these are our
courts, our law enforcement profes-
sions and our schools.  These are insti-
tutions that have supported the
Foundation and have received the
Foundation’s and legal community’s
generosity.   The Foundation is proud
to support the Valley’s courts, law
enforcement and schools.  But a larger
goal is to move these institutions for-
ward and free them from ongoing
need for support from charities. 

Our court system is a key institu-
tion where the law and the people
served by the law, meet face-to-face.
The faces of people in court reveal a
range of emotions: awe, fear, respect
and sometimes arrogance and disre-
spect.  The faces of the courts are
faces of judges whom we hope are
wise, and thoughtful; court staff who
we hope are diligent, and dedicated;
and court facilities that we hope are
functional and majestic.  Even before
our state’s current budget crisis, these
faces needed, and they need a boost. 

Judges need manageable work-
loads so they can devote time and
attention to litigants.  When courts
are overcrowded, people do not feel
their cases matter to our system, and
do not feel the justice system works.
When courts are too overcrowded,
people who feel this way are right.  A
clogged legal system does not work
the way it should.

Deliberative, thoughtful results,
fair hearings, and explanations are
important.  Parties who do not prevail,

Please call Judicate West 
for further information or 

to schedule a hearing
818-708-1529
310-407-5333 Alternative Dispute Resolution

Century City • Pasadena • Santa Barbara • Santa Ana
and other convenient locations throughout California

www.adjudicateinc.com
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Name(s):

Firm Name:

Phone:

We accept checks, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, & Discover

Credit Card #: Exp. Date:

Authorized Signature:

Please return with payment by February 14 to:
SFVBA, 21300 Oxnard Street, Suite 250, Woodland Hills, CA 91367 • FAX (818) 227-0499

For additional information call (818) 227-0490, x105.

Please reserve

____ ticket(s) at $55 each

____ table(s) at $550 each*

*Please allow two seats for judicial officers.
Attach a list of names of your guests.

Validated Valet Parking $4 per car
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Just as you were getting used to the concept of arbitra-
tion and mediation as the common alternatives for resolv-
ing legal disputes, along comes “collaborative law”.  Is it
the talisman of future dispute resolution in America?

Collaborative law is being widely used, particularly in
family law settings globally.  In fact, in many European
countries, the court system is only the last resort after all
other so-called “appropriate dispute resolution” alternatives
are fully exploited.  Like any new system, it will undoubt-
edly be met with some resistance from the courts and the
Bar.  This article will explore the concept of collaborative
law and other appropriate dispute resolution processes
applicable to the civil case in Los Angeles County.

Ideally, most civil disputes could be resolved, (as they
sometimes are in the family law area) around the kitchen
table.  That is, the parties sit down together, break bread
and make peace.  They work out their disputes without the
need for outside intervention.  This is the first step in
appropriate dispute resolution—an earnest attempt for the
parties to meet and resolve their differences informally.

Failing that, parties could and should retain a neutral
dispute facilitator or manager, someone whom both parties
could agree to hire to oversee collection and exchange of all
the necessary facts in order to fairly evaluate and resolve
the dispute.  This individual would oversee depositions,
collect documents and screen them for confidentiality
claims, and keep the parties on a schedule for responding
to one another’s requests and demands.  This approach is
not entirely novel; under the California Civil Code all new
actions for defects in real estate construction by a home-
owner’s association require retaining and using a dispute
facilitator before filing a lawsuit.  In other settings, internal
grievance procedures require the engagement of a neutral,
independent dispute facilitator to oversee a thorough inves-
tigation and fact-finding process before a corporate
response to a particular grievance is made.

Once the facts have
been fully investigated and
submitted for consideration by all parties, a conventional
mediation might be appropriate.  There, each side would be
able to present their version of the incident or claim, based
upon the stipulated facts and exchanged evidence, and a
neutral intermediary could actively engage the two sides in
collaborating towards a resolution.

Some cases, one might argue, simply need an outside
opinion or advisement on the guidelines for resolution.  In
those cases, an independent arbitrator should hear the
facts, review the evidence, and provide his/her opinion on
the terms of a resolution, by which the parties should agree
in advance to abide.  This model is commonly used in
NASD cases where disputes over trading and stock transac-
tions are subject to binding arbitration before a panel of
pre-approved neutrals.

In other cases, where arbitration is inappropriate
because the facts or issues are too complicated or sensitive,
or because the outcome requires more creative thinking,
collaborative law can provide the framework for the best
representation and approach.

In a case in which the parties agree to engage in collab-
orative law, all parties and their counsel would sign a con-
tract which agrees that no lawsuit will be filed and that the
two sides will agree to work cooperatively, through their
counsel, towards achieving resolution of the ultimate dis-
pute.  This explicitly requires that they also agree to work
cooperatively in discovery and in negotiations.  This
approach works particularly well in the family law setting,
because the marital estate is paying for both sides’ represen-
tatives in most instances in California.  Some family law
courts in Southern California are now endorsing the use of
collaborative law and diverting appropriate cases to this
new system.  However, consider the implications of
employing collaborative law in a civil dispute.  

BY JAN FRANKEL SCHAU AND RONALD M. SUPANCIC

continued on page 17
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John A. Clarke, Executive Officer/Clerk, announces that, as a result of new
legislation effective January 1, 2004, an increase in the Law Library portion of
filing fees as approved by the Board of Supervisors, and resolution of a conflict
in laws regarding fees for filing abstracts of judgment, the following changes
in fees will be in effect on and after January 1, 2004.

A summary of the new and increased court fees follows.  When effective,
a complete chart will be posted on the Court’s website at www.lasuperior-
court.org and made available at the clerk’s office in each court location accept-
ing civil, probate, or family law filings.

SUMMARY OF FEE CHANGES
To file unlimited civil or family action or proceeding, 

or papers on transfer from another court. ..................................$291.50
Limited civil case over $10,000 ..................................................$299.50
Unlawful detainer over $10,000 ..................................................$303.50
Reporter fee – for each additional party participating 
in a complaint or petition ................................................................$0.00
Limited civil case $10,000 or less ................................................$152.30
If accompanied by declaration per 
B&P §6322.1................................................................................$146.30
Unlawful detainer $10,000 or less ..............................................$156.30

To file answer or other first paper adverse in unlimited 
civil, family, probate action ..........................................................$288.20
Limited civil case over $10,000 ..................................................$299.50
Limited civil case $10,000 or less ................................................$149.00
If complaint was accompanied by a declaration 
per B&P §6322.1..........................................................................$143.00
Answer to governmental complaint in 
Title IV-D child support case ......................................................$223.20•

To file first probate petition for decedent’s estate, or 
first account of testamentary trustee, estate 
under $250,000............................................................................$266.50
$250,000 to $499,999 ..................................................................$338.00
$500,000 to $749,999 ..................................................................$448.00
$750,000 to $999,999 ..................................................................$613.00
$1,000,000 to $1,499,999 ........................................................$1,163.00
$1,500,000 to $1,999,999 ........................................................$2,263.00
$2,000,000 to $2,499,999 ........................................................$2,813.00
$2,500,000 to $3,500,000 ........................................................$3,913.00
Over $3,500,000, add .22% of amount................................................
over $3,500,000 ........................................................................$3,913.00+

• To file other probate petition as first paper ................................$266.50

• To file first paper adverse to petition, 
except to contest will or codicil ..................................................$288.20

• To file SUBSEQUENT probate petition by person 
other than original petitioner ......................................................$266.50

• New case or first paper on behalf of National 
Government ..................................................................................$16.00

• Complex case fee, payable in addition to each 
first paper fee upon filing of designation or 
opposition thereto, or within 10 days of order, 
maximum $11,000 per side ........................................................$550.00

• To file small claims case, 12 or less claims filed 
by plaintiff in previous 12 months ................................................$22.00
More than 12 claims filed by plaintiff in 
previous 12 months ......................................................................$66.00

• To file notice of appeal from a limited civil or 
small claims case ............................................................................$66.00

• To file first paper by a respondent in an appeal from 
a limited civil case..........................................................................$16.00

• To file abstract of out-of-county judgment ....................................$20.00
Except that when abstract is filed together with
an application for examination of judgment 
debtor, the fee is only (in addition to motion
/hearing fee) $12.00 ......................................................................$12.00

Back by popular demand, the San Fernando Valley

Bar Association’s 7th Annual MCLE Marathon will take

place on Friday, January 9, and Saturday, January 10, at

the San Fernando Valley campus of the University of

West Los Angeles College of Law.  

For the bargain price of $109, SFVBA members can

fulfill their hours in the required subject areas: four

hours legal ethics, one hour elimination of bias, and one

hour substance abuse prevention.  In addition, nine

hours of classes will be offered in substantive areas of

law such as intellectual property, employment, electronic

discovery, and crossover issues between probate and fam-

ily law.

The MCLE Marathon is one of the SFVBA’s most

popular events.  It affords members a painless way to

earn MCLE credits at a great, affordable price.  More

than one thousand attorneys have participated in the

Marathon in the previous six years.

The Marathon offers fifteen hours of live, participa-

tory programs.  Members can complete the additional ten

hours through self-study credit that can be earned by

borrowing tapes from the SFVBA’s complimentary tape

library located at the Bar Offices.  An index of the tapes

can be found on the SFVBA website at

http://www.sfvba.org/cle/mcletapes.htm.

Attorneys in Group 1 (whose last names begin with

A through G) are required to complete their State Bar

MCLE compliance of 25 credit hours by January 31,

2004. The current compliance period began February 1,

2001 and ends January 31, 2004.  Compliance cards for

Group 1 are due at the State Bar by February 1, 2004.  

SFVBA members who are uncertain about the total

number of credit hours they have earned at SFVBA pro-

grams can request a copy of their transcripts at

http://www.sfvba.org/cle/membercletranscripts.htm or

call SVBA Events Coordinator Linda Temkin at (818)

227-0490 ext. 105.

16385-2_SFVBA  12/17/03  9:34 AM  Page 8



January 2004 www.sfvba.org Bar Notes • 9

I love Starbucks.  Every morning
on the way to work, I go there to pick
up a cup of coffee.  This has become
quite a habit for me.  However, it
recently occurred to me that the coffee
is only one of the reasons that I stop
there.  I also stop in because I enjoy
the sense of community that has
developed there.  I look forward to
usually seeing the same people talking
and relaxing for a minute before they
go on about their day.  For some, I
don’t even know their name but recog-
nize their face.  We say hello.  Some I
have come to know as fellow lawyers
or accountants.  Some have children
in the same school that my kids
attend.  This experience has created a
sense of community there for me, and
I enjoy visiting on a daily basis.

I also recently noticed that
throughout the day, and even into the
evening, people congregate at other
Starbucks locations to relax, congre-
gate and enjoy this sense of communi-
ty.  Who would have ever thought ten
years ago that it would be possible to
establish a business where people
would pay almost $3.50 for a coffee
product and take the time to enjoy an
additional community.

Now, this month’s column is not a
paid endorsement for Starbucks.
Rather, the topic is community, and
this leads me to some thoughts about
our Bar Association.  One of the fan-
tastic things about our Bar Association
is that it is a community.  It is a place
where friends, colleagues and even
adversaries can come together for
social events, continuing education, or
work on causes for the common good.
Our Bar Association has had many
strengths and weaknesses over the

years.  From my perspective, a consis-
tent strength it has had from the very
beginning is its sense of community.
Let me give you a few examples.

Years ago, when I was co-chair of
the Business Law Section, I looked
forward to the monthly meetings.  I
could always count on seeing most of
the same people every month like Bob
Weissman, David Gurnick and Anne
Sax.  Yes, the primary reason to attend
was usually the program.  However, an
additional benefit was that I could
always look forward to seeing friends.  

Most of these friendships have
only grown deeper over the years. I
have watched Bob’s boys grow into
fine young men, I was honored to
attend the Bar Mitzvah of one of
Dave’s sons, and I grieved at the tragic
death of Anne in a car accident several
years ago. These experiences and rela-
tionships have added depth and mean-
ing to my business and personal life
over the years.

In December, the Bar hosted its
annual holiday open house.  For me,
going to one of these events is more
like a family reunion than a business
event.  Of course, it is always good to

talk to Liz, Michele and the Bar staff.
It is also important to stay current
with our Bar leaders.  (Heck, I just
show up so they don’t forget who I
am!)  However, it is so good to see so
many friends.  Many of these friend-
ships were cast during very difficult
times.  When I see Thom Lewis, Gary
Barr, Dave Gurnick or Elizabeth
Kaufman at a Bar event, I am remind-
ed of the time when the Bar Associa-
tion experienced one of its darkest
hours.

Ten years ago, our Bar Association
had only 850 members, little staff and
no director.  Most people do not know
this, but then-President David
Gurnick actually went into the Bar
office and opened the mail on a daily
basis.  This is a far cry from the sweet
success that we now enjoy, but we
went through difficult times together
then and it only serves to deepen
those friendships today.

In October, we heard that a lawyer
had been shot at the Van Nuys court-
house.  Bar members were horrified to
learn that the victim was one of our
own, Gerald Curry.  The members of

Our Community
BY DAVID R. HAGEN

continued on page 15
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DIRECTOR VCLF OF SFVBA 1980 - 2001

CHAIRMAN SFVBA WORKER'S COMPENSATION

UCLA LAW SCHOOL, 1971

FORMER TRUSTEE OF SFVBA

20% REFERRAL FEE PAID PER STATE BAR RULES 

SECTION SINCE 1987

  

William J. Kropach
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

STATE CERTIFIED SPECIALIST

818-609-7005, EXT. 25
http://home.earthlink.net/~wkropach

but recognize that their claim was heard fairly and who
receive a thoughtful explanation for the ruling, may still
be satisfied with the process and a result that promotes
understanding. This is another measure of success in
court.  Overcrowded courts lacking in satisfactory facili-
ties cannot provide this form of success to any litigant. 

Courthouses need not be palatial, uncluttered or
new.  But they need to be places that engender respect,
some measure of formality, awe and respect. Deteriorating
courthouses and their inadequate facilities are a continu-
ous nonverbal message to litigants that the government
itself does not care about its facilities for meeting out jus-
tice.  If the government doesn’t care, how can the people
be expected to care, or respect the system?

California Chief Justice Ronald George noted recently
that the State’s budget crisis threatens to curtail more
court operations. Courts exist to help everyone as both
citizens, and as litigants. The courts need our help
because the state’s current budget requires trial courts to
make deep spending cuts. All while civil filings are
increasing.  Courts are therefore further reducing their
hours, leaving staff positions vacant, and stopping work
on projects to improve access. 

In remarks to the State Bar, the Chief Justice noted
that when funding is adequate, justice is more equitable
statewide, and courts can respond to the people’s needs.
Thus, court funding is important not just for litigants and
lawyers, but also for communities and the public at large.
Everyone, litigants and the entire public, all benefit
directly from our judicial system.  Courts cannot be
expected to fund themselves through user fees. The Chief
Justice recognized these are issues of respect for the
courts and their role. 

As Chief Justice George said, we are at a crucial time
in history when the rule of law is under attack from many
directions. To maintain the strength and independence of
our judicial system, we must make sure our courts
receive adequate funding, that judges are paid adequately,
and that they have time, staff and other resources to per-
form their difficult jobs in a calm, deliberative manner.
Court facilities must be places that people enter and use
with respect, pride and sometimes even a sense of awe.

Report from the Foundation, continued from page 5Attention All Lawyers
Need Office Help?

Receptionist
Filing Clerk

Calendar Clerk
Document Manager
Litigation Assistant
Paralegal Secretary

Paralegal

Here’s what our paralegal graduates can do
after 400 hours of intensive job training . . .

• Perform legal research, legal analysis, case
briefings, Shepardizing, and draft memoran-
dums.

• Draft complaints, answers, interrogatories,
special interrogatories, discovery documents
and prepare responses (constructed full text
pleadings as well as form pleadings).

• Draft motions, including Motion for Summary
Judgment and prepare trial notebook.

• Perform initial client intake and other organi-
zational duties pertaining to a busy law prac-
tice.

• Substantive knowledge in the areas of family
law, bankruptcy procedures, transactional law
(contracts, entertainment, intellectual proper-
ty), employment law, and criminal/constitu-
tional law.

• Hands-on experience in working with litigants
as a result of an intensive Externship Program
with local self-help legal clinics.

Teaching Opportunities
If you have an idea for a class or program that is not cur-

rently offered through the Extension Program, please
contact us. We are always looking for new ideas, work-

shops, seminars and experienced instructors.

Los Angeles Valley College
Extension Program
5800 Fulton Avenue

Valley Glen, California 91401
(818) 947-2320 (phone)

(818) 947-2930 (fax)
Goldmaa@lavc.edu (email)

www.lavc.edu (website)

Use our free

Job Listing Form

inside this issue!

Service is Free!
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This is the time of year when most

of us think how we can make our-

selves better.  And of course, discard

the detrimental.  At the LRIS we are

also doing just that.  We have already

committed almost $10,000 in new

marketing materials and efforts.  We

are looking at additional, substantial

expenditures and creative ideas to

increase our referrals.  

We had a booth at the VICA

Economic Forecast Conference.  We

handed out pocket size copies of the

booklet, “The U.S. Constitution, and

Fascinating Facts About It.”  This

handout drew many people to our

location and we actually made one

referral that day.  

We have placed a larger ad in a

local Chamber of Commerce directory.

We have designed a striking new yel-

low page advertisement and placed it

in the new Yellow Book directory that

is coming out this month.

Those of you who read this column

on a regular basis know that I do not

hesitate to brag about the LRIS attor-

neys, the referral staff, and our innova-

tive programs.  I have new bragging

rights.  I attended the National LRIS

Conference this fall.  Programs such as

our Legal Forum, our internet opera-

tions, our marketing activities, our

community service programs, our par-

ticipation in the Self-Help Legal

Access Centers, our Senior Center and

Independent Living Center programs,

and our plans to introduce limited

scope representation and brief advice

panels are comparable to activities of

far larger bar associations with much

bigger staffs.  Pride in the organization

is permissible when it reenergizes us

to do more and to do better.

I am proud of the services

LRIS provides.  I have been reviewing

the client survey responses for the past

fiscal year.  To date we have had a 21%

rate of return on the surveys with

more arriving daily.  We had four neg-

ative comments about the referral

service. We had .06 % negative com-

ments about the attorney’s service.

Many of the negative comments were

regarding costs or that the attorney

declined the matter.  However, the

largest number of complaints con-

cerned the lack of the attorney’s pro-

fessional attitude or the attorney’s fail-

ure to return calls.  I have written

about this in the past.  We just need to

be mindful that we must always work

hard at being professional at all times

and in all situations.  It is our respon-

sibility as licensed lawyers.

One of the very positive surveys

was for Barbara Johnson.  The survey

comments were, “She took enough

Environmental Transactions &
Litigation Since 1982

STEPHEN T. HOLZER

Parker, Milliken, Clark, O’Hara & Samuelian,
a prof. corp.

Phone: (213) 683-6671
E-mail: sholzer@pmcos.com

continued on page 16
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THE FOLLOWING JOINED THE SFVBA IN NOVEMBER 2003:

Mario Alvarado
Gray, York & Duffy, LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. 16th Fl.
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 907-4000 Fax (818) 783-4551
malvarado@gydlaw.com

Dale A. Arens
Law Offices of Norman Y. Blaz
16633 Ventura Blvd. Suite 902
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-2800 Fax (818) 783-2722
lawdale@sbcglobal.net
Probate

Kelli Dunaway Butler
Price Law Group
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 1100
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 995-4540 Fax (818) 995-9277
dunaway@pricelawgroup.com
Bankruptcy

Patricia N. Carlos
Price Law Group
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 1100
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 995-4540 Fax (818) 995-9277
carlos@pricelawgroup.com
Bankruptcy

Linda M. Chahine
Price Law Group
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 1100
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 995-4540 Fax (818) 995-9277
chahine@pricelawgroup.com
Bankruptcy

Aaron J. Cronan
Wasserman, Comden, Casselman &
Pearson LLP
5567 Reseda Blvd. Suite 330
P.O. Box 7033
Tarzana, CA 91357
(818) 705-6800 Fax (818) 996-8266
acronan@wccplaw.com
Workers' Compensation

Rene Michael Faucher
Gray, York & Duffy, LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. 16th Fl.
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 907-4000 Fax (818) 783-4551
rfaucher@gydlaw.com

Marc D. Goldberg
14934 Genoa St. 
Sylmar, CA 91342
(818) 419-2971
marcgoldbergesq@hotmail.com
Family Law

David M. Gonor Esq.
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
dgonor@mrllp.com
Litigation

Alexander J. Harwin
Wasserman, Comden, Casselman &
Pearson LLP
5567 Reseda Blvd., Suite 330
P.O. Box 7033
Tarzana, CA 91357
(818) 705-6800 Fax (818) 996-8266
aharwin@wccplaw.com
Workers' Compensation

Curt F. Hennecke
Price Law Group
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 1100
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 995-4540 Fax (818) 995-9277
hennecke@pricelawgroup.com
Bankruptcy

Clinton M. Hodges
Law Offices of Clinton M. Hodges
20350 Ventura Blvd. Suite 110
Woodland Hills, CA 91364
(818) 999-1184 Fax (818) 999-1284
clint@clinthodges.com
Insurance Defense

Sharon E. Holley
2397 Lawnview Court 
Simi Valley, CA 93065
(805) 279-9473 
sholley1@adelphia.net
Taxation Law

James Johnson
Pinnacle Estate Properties Inc.
10328 Sepulveda Blvd. 
Mission Hills, CA 91345
(818) 365-0677 Fax (818) 838-1417
james@jamesjohnson4.com
Real Property

The San Fernando Valley Bar Association,
conveniently located in Warner Center,
has available its executive boardroom for
depositions, hearings, and mediations.
The 600 square foot conference room
easily accommodates 20 people.  An
adjoining conference room is perfect for
breakout sessions and private meetings.

Amenities include:
• coffee service
• ample free parking
• table data/electrical jacks
• white board
• retractable overhead screen
• television/VCR

Our dedicated and professional staff 
is ready to accommodate your 
special needs.

NEUTRAL LOCATION 
FOR MEDIATIONS 

AND DEPOSITIONS

Only $125 a day for SFVBA Members.  
For more information, call Rosie at 

(818) 227-0490, ext. 100.
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Judge Haig Kehiayan Ret.
26471 MacMillan Ranch Road 
Canyon Country, CA 91351
(661) 251-1407 Fax (661) 251-2932
cyncounty@aol.com

Bradford C. Kuenning
Gray, York & Duffy, LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. 16th Fl.
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 907-4000 Fax (818) 783-4551
bkuenning@gydlaw.com

Wendy J. Lin
Gray, York & Duffy, LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. 16th Fl.
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 907-4000 Fax (818) 783-4551
wlin@gydlaw.com

John J. Lynch
P.O. Box 280514 
Northridge, CA 91324
(818) 993-6504 Fax (818) 993-6504
Taxation Law

Judith Levey Meyer
Office of District Attorney
P.O. Box 3522 
Long Beach, CA 90803
(818) 599-4519
judith4judge@yahoo.com
Criminal Law

Michael M. Molinaro
Gray, York & Duffy, LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. 16th Fl.
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 907-4000 Fax (818) 783-4551
mmolinaro@gydlaw.com

Catherine L. Rivard
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
crivard@mrllp.com
Litigation

Patrick M. Roberts
Gray, York & Duffy, LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. 16th Fl.
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 907-4000 Fax (818) 783-4551
proberts@gydlaw.com

Marc L. Sallus
Oldman Cooley et al.
16133 Ventura Blvd. PH Suite A
Encino, CA 91436-2447
(818) 986-8080 Fax (818) 789-0947
msallus@oclslaw.com
Estate Planning, Probate, Trusts

Amy B. Sarumian
Price Law Group
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 1100
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 995-4540 Fax (818) 995-9277
sarumian@pricelawgroup.com
Bankruptcy

David B. Schaffer
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
dschaffer@mrllp.com
Corporate Law, Transactional Law

Neil Evan Schwartz
Price Law Group
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 1100
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 995-4540 Fax (818) 995-9277
schwartz@pricelawgroup.com
Bankruptcy

Gregory M. Shanfeld
Price Law Group
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 1100
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 995-4540 Fax (818) 995-9277
gms@pricelawgroup.com
Bankruptcy

Daniel R. Stevens
Price Law Group
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 1100
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 995-4540 Fax (818) 995-9277
stevens@pricelawgroup.com
Bankruptcy

Chantal J. Van Ongevalle
Price Law Group
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 1100
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 995-4540 Fax (818) 995-9277
vanongevalle@pricelawgroup.com
Bankruptcy

Teresa M. Wainman
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
twainman@mrllp.com
Civil Litigation

Stephen D. Wegman
Price Law Group
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 1100
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 995-4540 Fax (818) 995-9277
wegman@pricelawgroup.com
Bankruptcy

Rohanee A. Zapanta
Price Law Group
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 1100
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 995-4540 Fax (818) 995-9277
rohanee@pricelawgroup.com
Bankruptcy
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RICHARD GORDON
Expertise in Federal and California Securities Laws

Compliance – Regulatory – Enforcement
SEC – Department of Corporations

• former Branch Chief with the SEC in Washington, D.C.
• former Chief Regulatory Counsel in SEC/Los Angeles Regional Office
• Arbitrator for National Association of Securities Dealers
• 20+ years private practice experience

OF COUNSEL

LEWITT, HACKMAN, SHAPIRO, MARSHALL & HARLAN
A LAW CORPORATION

16633 Ventura Boulevard • 11th Floor • Encino • CA 91436
(818) 990-2120  •  FAX (818) 981-4764

www.lewitthackman.com

Direct Dial:  (818) 907-3271
RGordon@lewitthackman.com

RICHARD GORDON

• former Branch Chief with the SEC in Washington, D.C.
• former Chief Regulatory Counsel in SEC/ Los Angeles Regional Office
• Arbitrator for National Association of Securities Dealers
• 20+ years private practice experience

LEWITT, HACKMAN, SHAPIRO, MARSHALL & HARLAN
A LAW CORPORATION
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our Bar Association came together concerned not only
for an attack on one of our own but also a more general
attack on our profession as well.  It was rewarding to see
everyone come together. This is community in the truest
sense.

Now the point of these examples is not how long I
have been around.  (The older I get, the less I like to
think about that.)  The point is that our sense of com-
munity is based upon friendships that are woven into the
fabric of our lives.  These relationships go very deep, and
the sense of community within our Bar Association
grows very deep.  It is an important part of our personal
and professional lives and is one of the reasons why our
Bar Association has survived in the tough times and
flourished in the good.

Now for the good news and the bad news.
The bad news is that it takes some time for these

relationships to develop.  It can take years. It is certainly
worth it, but it takes time.  I remember many years ago I
went to a section meeting and could not find anyone to
talk to.  Everyone was involved in their own little con-
versation, I felt really left out, and so I left.  Because of
the programs, I kept coming back and, before I knew it,
I was considered a “regular.”  But this took some time
and an investment on my part.

The good news is that all you need to do is show up.
It is usually not much more complicated than that.
Human nature takes over and, with a little bit of time,
friendships will form and you will begin “weaving” your-
self into the fabric of this marvelous community.

I would encourage everyone to attend a section
meeting and get to know the people who regularly
attend.  Perhaps join a committee if that interests you.
You will get to know our members, and this experience
will add to the richness of the fabric in your professional
and personal life.

This sense of community is one of the fabulous
things about our Bar Association. Take it in, experience
it and enjoy it. 

Dave Hagen is a principal at Merritt & Hagen. The firm’s
practice focuses on representing individuals and small
businesses in bankruptcy. He speaks to attorneys often on
the areas of bankruptcy, the marketing of legal services,
and the practice of law. He welcomes your comments to
this series of essays.

The Practice, continued from page 9

Certified Tax Law Specialist, CPA
Representation before the IRS, Franchise Tax Board, State
Board of Equalization and other government agencies in
audits and other controversies.  Income and estate tax

preparation and planning, tax opinion letters, transactional
planning, and other tax related matters.

Michael D. Daniels
Certified Specialist in Taxation, Board of Legal Specialization, 

State Bar of California
20700 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 227,Woodland Hills, CA 91364

(818) 227-5648
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MBNA offers members the exclusive Platinum 
Plus MasterCard. Call (800) 457-3714. 
Mention priority code OMKA.

Contact the SFVBA office to receive a package of
discount coupons & membership cards for Southern
California’s major theme parks and attractions.

Chase Manhattan Mortgage gives members 1/2
point fee discount on fixed and adjustable rate 
programs. Call John Bartnicki at (818) 226-0888.

SFVBA members save $10 on new AAA Membership.
Please also ask us about new insurance with many avail-

able discounts. Call Nell Derderian at (805) 306-8181.

Attorney Services of Southern California offers
SFVBA Members who open a new account FREE
court filing service and guarantee to beat current
process service rates. Call (818) 772-4795.

Now Messenger Service offers members who open
new accounts a 5% discount off their current rates.

Call (818) 774-9111.

Mercury Office Machines offers members discounts
and flexible lease options on all Panasonic copiers,

printers, and fax machines. Call (818) 782-1221.

Save 20% on investigative services. Contact J R
Investigations (818) 704-9925.

SFVBA rents its Executive Boardroom for depositions
and hearings. Amenities include breakout room, 
beverage service, and free parking. Only $125 per day.

Receive 5% monthly discount and special equipment
pricing through AT&T Wireless Services. 
Stop by your AT&T wireless store or call 
(866) 4AWS-B2B.  Mention Code 50001405.

Join Southland Civic Federal Credit Union and gain
access to great interest rates on deposits and loans, no

fee traveler checks, and more. Call (800) 426-1917.

SFVBA attorney members receive free library privileges
at the University of West L.A. San Fernando Valley
Campus in Warner Center. Call (818) 883-0529 for
library hours.

To obtain fleet pricing on your next car, call 
Gina Lopez at Keyes Express at (818) 907-4168.

time and was very thorough…So satisfied, if it hadn’t been

for her, I don’t know what I would have done…She is a

good person who follows up.”

Recently staff heard a presentation from panel attorney

Benjamin Fogel regarding medical malpractice cases.  It

was clear that Ben, as he insists upon, is highly profes-

sional.  He believes that part of his role is to listen to indi-

viduals and let them release some of the guilt they may be

feeling about not preventing the injury or death of a loved

one.  He also believes that there is value to his role of

educating people on what may be malpractice and what is

the reasonable outcome of an illness.  Therefore, he meets

with the callers we contact him about in most if not all

cases.  When Ben left our offices, the staff kept speaking

of how great a sense of humor he has and how profession-

al and gracious he is.  We are so proud to have Barbara

and Ben on our panels.  They help us make the best refer-

ral service even better.  

LRIS Tip:  Before the clients want to find out how much

you know, they want to know how much you care.

Message from the LRIS Coordinator, ...continued from page 11
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For example, in a simple personal
injury matter, consider the agreement
between an insurance carrier and an
accident victim that they will each
retain counsel, but will agree not to
litigate.  Instead, there will be an
agreed upon timetable for exchange of
all relevant documents, agreed joint
depositions where necessary, and an
agreed upon series of meetings for
purposes of discussing the findings
and evaluations, ultimately resulting
in a collaborative settlement meeting
where counsel meet—with clients
present, to negotiate out a fair resolu-
tion.  Brilliant, cost-saving, efficient
and effective!

Consider a complicated employ-
ment matter, in which a party claims
wrongful termination based upon dis-
crimination.  Why not agree that the
employer’s and employee’s attorneys
meet, exchange documents, take depo-

sitions and ultimately sit down to a
series of meetings designed to address
the claims and defenses presented
without the enormous cost of a trial?
The costs of this approach would
undoubtedly be collectively less than
litigation, and the opportunity to fully
ferret out the evidence would be
greater, thereby positioning both sides
to better evaluate their chances of suc-
cess in negotiations and relative
strength of their positions.  The result
would be a negotiated resolution that
logically and justifiably follows an
honest assessment of the facts and
evaluation of damages amongst profes-
sionals.

In the last resort, where the value
in controversy warrants it (cases with
an amount in controversy over
$500,000, perhaps) the parties could
resort to court processes, approach
their task “the old fashioned way” and
litigate.  There will always be room for
this method of sorting out legal dis-

putes, but let’s be honest: fewer than
5% of all cases filed in Los Angeles
County go to trial.  So the next time
you are going to file a lawsuit, particu-
larly now that there is a two-year
statute of limitations on torts, why not
consider the appropriate dispute reso-
lution and attempt to engage your
opponent in collaborative thinking.
You can be an effective advocate with-
out being an adversary, and your client
will be the ultimate winner for it.

Jan Frankel Schau is a former liti-
gator in matters of employment, busi-
ness and torts.  She is a private media-
tor and principal of Valley Mediation
Services in Encino. She can be contact-
ed at (818) 379-1789 or JFSchau@val-
leymediationservices.com.  

Ronald M. Supancic is the princi-
pal in ReSolution, specializing in No
Court Divorce and an advocate of the
collaborative law process in Woodland
Hills. He can be contacted at (818)
348-6700.

20th Year of Service to the 
San Fernando Valley/Southern 

California Legal Community

Messenger Service
Discounts to SFVBA Members

• Process Serving Per Your
Exact Specifications

• Court Filings/Last Minute Court 
Filings in All Southern California 
Courts

• Mobile Notary
• Custom Courier Routes
• Regular, Rush and Hot Rush 
• Licensed/Bonded/Insured 

Uniformed Messengers
(818) 774-9111 • (323) 851-7500

(310) 273-3002

“We Don’t Promise Anything 
We Can’t Deliver”

Using the Court as Last Resort
...continued from page 7
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Leon Bennett

Howard Bodenheimer

Susan R. Bulfinch

Katherine Edwards

Gerald Gerstenfeld

Lyle Greenberg

Barry Harlan

Andrew Hyman

Tamila Jensen

David Karen

Adrienne Krikorian

Alfred Lakritz

Leonard Levy

Ronald J. Mandell

Christine Masters

Rhonda Rauch Miller

Hamid Naraghi 

Jeffrey Palmer

Myer J. Sankary

Jan Frankel Schau

Herbert Selwyn

Andrew L. Shapiro

Daniel Spitzer

Joann Stipkovich

Ellen-Jo Friedman Tinero

Select from our panel of experienced 
and well-trained mediators:

The Los Angeles Superior
Court with the cooperation
of the San Fernando Valley

Bar Assocation has created
a Mediation Panel to help 

attorneys and their clients
find qualified mediators. 

For a referral to an experienced
mediator in all areas of law, call 
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LA: Litigation Accounting

If you need expert advice in the areas of litigation support, forensic accounting or bankruptcy, look 

to Hemming Morse, Inc. We offer professional consulting in such areas as accounting malpractice, construction,

business valuation, intellectual property, fraud investigations and bankruptcy. So whenever you need world-

renowned litigation expertise, contact Hemming Morse, Inc.

Hemming Morse, Inc.
Certified Public Accountants • Litigation and Forensic Consultants

2815 Townsgate Road • Westlake Village, CA 91361 • www.hemming.com

EXPERTS IN LITIGATION SUPPORT, FORENSIC ACCOUNTING AND BANKRUPTCY

To learn more, contact Maryellen Sebold:
• 805.381.0500
• seboldm@hemming.com

I was able to watch Jews pray at the Western Wall and had
a chance to put my thoughts with those who have visited the
wall for some 2000 years. I visited Masada, the palace built by
King Herod more than 2000 years ago where thousands of
Jews perished at the hands of the Romans, and then swam in
the Dead Sea covering myself in mud and laughing while
floating in a sea of salt.

I sat in the same room that David Ben Gurion professed
the independence of Israel, and learned about the Hagana, the
predecessor to the Israel Defense Forces.  I sat next to a young
woman studying at Haifa University after a three-year stint in
the army where she patrolled the Gaza Strip fending off rocks
and stones thrown at her by little children. 

Was I nervous?  Well, there were times when I paid close
attention to people who seemed a little odd or who looked out
of place.  Of course, living in Los Angeles, I could make the
same statement daily and yet I don’t think that any of us think
that a bomb is likely to go off at CPK.  Yet, the restaurants,
cafes and hotels are so similar to ours that Tel Aviv reminded
me a lot of Santa Monica.

Anyway, next month, I will get back to the legal stuff.  For
this month, the falafel is on me. 
President James Felton can be contacted at (818) 382-6200
and jfelton@greenbass.com.

President’s Message ...continued from page 3

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND 
ECONOMICS CENTER FOR REAL ESTATE

FIRST ANNUAL SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
REAL ESTATE OUTLOOK FOR 2004

"TOUGH QUESTIONS - REAL ANSWERS"

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2004

HILTON HOTEL, UNIVERSAL CITY
555 UNIVERSAL HOLLYWOOD DRIVE, UNIVERSAL CITY

7:00 AM – 11:45 AM

PRESENTERS:
HENRY CISNEROS – CHAIRMAN AND CEO, AMERICAN

CITY VISTA
HARVEY E. GREEN – CEO, MARCUS & MILLICHAP

CONFERENCE FEE:
$95 PRE-REGISTRATION BY 1/30/04

$110 REGISTRATION AFTER 1/30/04 AND AT THE DOOR 

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO 
CSUN FOUNDATION, 18111 NORDHOFF STREET BB3105,

NORTHRIDGE, CA 91330-8381.

16385-2_SFVBA  12/17/03  9:34 AM  Page 19



20 • Bar Notes www.sfvba.org January 2004

ATTORNEY TO
ATTORNEY REFERRALS…

APPEALS & TRIALS

$95/hour. I'm an experienced trial/appellate

attorney, Law Review. I'll handle your appeals,

trials or assist with litigation. Alan Goldberg

(818) 421-5328.

EMPLOYMENT LITIGATION

Sexual Harassment Discrimination, Wrongful

Termination, QuiTam/ Whistleblower, Overtime

Violations, etc. 25% Referral Fee paid to attor-

neys per State Bar Rules. Law Offices of Jill B.

Shigut  (818) 708-6655.

PATENT, TRADEMARK & COPYRIGHT

Over 17 years full service IP-patent and trade-

mark procurement, infringement clearance and

litigation. Many projects at fixed reasonable

rates. David L. Hoffman, Esq. (818) 340-6681.

STATE BAR CERT. WORKERS COMP SPECIALIST

Over 25 years experience-quality practice. 

20% Referral fee paid to attorneys per State 

Bar rules. Jack Goodchild, PLC 

(818) 380-1600.

WORKERS’ COMP & SOCIAL SECURITY

DISABILITY SPECIALIST

Over 20 Years Experience. 20% Referral Fee paid

to Attorneys per State Bar Rules. 

State Bar Certified. Robert Lee Finestone 

(818) 879-9950 • (805) 496-3477.

WRONGFUL TERMINATION

25% Referral Fee paid to attorneys per State Bar

Rules on Wrongful Termination, Sexual

Harassment, Discrimination, and Federal False

Claim Cases. 20+ years experience; Heavy Jury

Trial Experience. Danz & Gerber (818) 783-7300

EXPERT…
STATE BAR DEFENSE & PREVENTATIVE LAW

Former: State Bar Prosecutor; Judge Pro Tem.

Legal Malpractice Expert, Bd. Certified CA & 

ABA. BS, MBA, JD, CAOC, ASCDC (818) 986-

9890 Fmr. Chair SFBA Ethics, Litigation. Phillip

Feldman www.LegalMalpracticeExpt.com.
StateBarDefense@aol.com

SERVICES OFFERED…
FAMILY LAW

Family Law attorney available for contract work.
Will meet all needs from Declarations to Trial
Briefs and court appearances. Five years of expe-
rience. Reasonable rates. Linda F. Lydon, Esq.
(818) 315-0823 or (818) 416-0341.

SPACE AVAILABLE…
ENCINO

Premium Encino executive suites include recep-
tionist, conference room, tax library, kitchen.
Photocopying, underground parking available.

15821 Ventura Blvd Suite 275. Call T. Ball.
818.990.6363

Window office, penthouse suite with secretarial
space, copier, fax, kitchen,  reception area.
16633 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 1400.  Call Alan or

Rich (818)990-5777.

TARZANA

$1,000/mo. for window office w/secretarial on
Ventura Blvd. with view, conference room, etc.

Contact Jill at (818) 708-6655.

VAN NUYS

Adjacent to Van Nuys courthouse.  Window
offices (3) available.  Includes receptionist, con-

ference room, copier and fax.  Reasonable rent.
Call Dianne Myers (818) 947-0118.

WARNER CENTER

Spectacular view office in Attorney Suite, which

includes receptionist and all amenities.  Contact:
Stan Freeman at (818) 884-4100.

WOODLAND HILLS

$1,100 Wdlnd Hls Offc space in 5 attorney suite

($1,450 w/ secretarial). Conf rm, library, copier,

storage, kitchen, parking, cleaning service. Karen

(818)340-4479.

Terrific penthouse on Ventura Blvd. in Warner

Center with great views.  One 18x18 exec. and 3

11x14 available. Secretarial bay, kitchen, large

conference rooms, library, full amenities. Must

see.  Call Jean (818) 716-7200 x150.

Sizeable window office in legal suite, includes

secretary space, access to copier, conference

room, kitchen and reception areas. Free parking

for clients. Call (818) 999-6698.

Office space available: 11x13 office in campus

building, suite of 6 lawyers. Conf. room, library

and secretarial space available. $860. Contact

Mike Booser (818) 610-8787 or Sean Judge (818)

610-8799.

LAW PRACTICE FOR SALE…
Van Nuys bankruptcy firm, one office with secre-

tarial area. Completely equipped. Will consider

sale of equipment, furniture, telephone numbers

and/or website. Please call (818) 908-2018

SUPPORT SERVICES…
COURT REPORTERS

Boutique Service • Worldwide Coverage •

Malibu Court Reporters, 35 years’ service • All

litigation support • DepoSpan network • SFVBA

Associate Member • (800) 848-5838 • “You

don’t have to paddle it alone!”

NOTARY OF THE VALLEY

Traveling Notary Public. 24 hours-7 Days.

Attorneys’ Office • Clients’ Office • Homes •

Hospitals • Jails. David Kaplan(818) 902-3853

SFVBA Assoc. Mbr. 

www.notaryofthevalley.com
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LAWYERS’ MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY   3110 West Empire Avenue, Burbank, CA 91504

Investigate Lawyers’ Mutual.

Call us directly at (800) 252-2045.

Find us at www.lawyersmutual.com

Email us at lmic@lawyersmutual.com

Over 15 11 carriers have withdrawn from the California market. Will your carrier be next?

The changes in the marketplace are troubling. It is an unknown future.

Non-renewals are commonplace. Some carriers can’t secure

sufficient reinsurance to operate their professional liability programs.

A major carrier was recently declared insolvent. Other carriers have been

downgraded by A.M. Best. Severe underwriting restrictions

are now being imposed. Rates are not certain.
It’s all very unsettling.

Insure With Lawyers’ Mutual.
Secure Your Future.

Are You Ready?

25

Looming In Your Horizon?
Is A Malpractice Insurance Crisis

Be prepared. Be informed.
      Lawyers’ Mutual Policyholders are . . .
         . . . and have been for the past 25 years

Is A Malpractice Insurance Crisis
Looming In Your Horizon?

Are You Ready?

Secure Your Future.
Insure With Lawyers’ Mutual.
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SEVENTH ANNUAL

MCLE
MARATHON

SEVENTH ANNUAL

MCLE
MARATHON SFVBA Members Earn Up To 15 Hours 

Of MCLE For Only $109!

Name ______________________________

Firm ______________________________

Address ____________________________

City, State, Zip Code __________________

Phone ______________________________

Fax ________________________________

E-Mail______________________________

State Bar No. ________________________

Bar Admission Date __________________

REGISTRATION FORM

No cancellations after January 2.  
Reservations at the door not guaranteed.

Mail registration form and payment to: 
SFVBA, 21300 Oxnard Street, Suite 250,

Woodland Hills, CA 91367.

JANUARY 9, 2004

❑ 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
Elimination of Bias
Cynthia Elkins, Esq.
1 Hour MCLE (Elimination of Bias)

❑ 10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.
Legal and Ethical Dilemmas
Gordon Reid Wallack, Esq.
ARC
1 Hour MCLE (Ethics)

❑ 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
Update on Intellectual Property
Deborah Sweeney, Esq.
Michelman & Robinson, LLP
1 Hour MCLE

LUNCH ON OWN

❑ 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.
Polygraph 2004
Jack Trimarco
Jack Trimarco & Associates,
Polygraph/Investigations,Inc.
1 Hour MCLE

❑ 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
Disability Issues in Employment
Lynne S. Bassis, Esq.
ARC
1 Hour MCLE

❑ 3:00 p.m. - 3:55 p.m.
Bar Discipline Avoidance
Professor Robert Barrett
1 Hour MCLE (Ethics)

❑ 4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m.
Keeping Your Client’s and the Law Practice’s
Accounts Straight
Scott Ervin, CPA
Krycler, Ervin, Taubman & Walheim
1 Hour MCLE (Ethics)

❑ 5:00 p.m. - 5:55 p.m.
Basic Elements of a Professional Liability
Risk: An Underwriter’s Perspective
John Cross
Lawyers’ Mutual Insurance Company
1 Hour MCLE

JANUARY 10, 2004

❑ 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
Ethical Considerations
Darryl Graver, Esq.
1 Hour MCLE (Ethics)

❑ 10:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
Electronic Discovery and Computer 
Forensics
K.J. Kuchta, CPP, CFE
Forensics Consulting Solutions, LLC
2 Hours MCLE

LUNCH ON OWN

❑ 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.
Referees:  Uses and Abuses
Honorable Arnold Gold, Ret.
ARC
1 Hour MCLE

❑ 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
Identification and Treatment of Substance
Abuse
Patricia Tierney, Esq.
The Other Bar
1 Hour MCLE (Prevention of Substance Abuse)

❑ 3:00 p.m. - 3:55 p.m.
Appellate Advocacy
Honorable Armand Arabian, Ret.
California Supreme Court
1 Hour MCLE

❑ 4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m.
Crossover Issues Between Probate and 
Family Law
Barry Harlan, Esq.
Lewitt, Hackman, Shapiro, Marshall & Harlan,
ALC
1 Hour MCLE Total Enclosed: $ ____________________

If paying by credit card:
_________-_________-_________-_________

Credit Card # 

Expiration Date _____ /_____ / _____

Signature____________________________

(Includes written materials and refreshments)

❒ 2-Day Seminar $109 $329

OR

❒  Friday, January 9 $65 $169

❒ Saturday, January 10 $65 $169

❒ Individual Class $25 $50

(� Class Attending)

❒ Late Registration Fee $35 $50

(Pre-Registration Deadline is January 3)

❒ SFVBA Membership Dues (Join today!)

Co-sponsored by:

Member     Non-member

Two-Day Seminar to help attorneys meet the requirements of minimum 
continuing legal education mandated by the State Bar of California.

January 9 & 10, 2004
San Fernando Valley Campus of University of West Los Angeles School of Law

21300 Oxnard Street Woodland Hills, CA
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c a l e n d a r  a n d  M C L E  e v e n t  l i s t i n g s
ADR Section
Topic: Collaborative Law:  An 

Alternative System for 
Dispute Resolution

Speaker: Ron Supancic, Esq.
Date: January 8
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: SFVBA Conference Room,

Woodland Hills
Cost: $30 members prepaid; $35 at 

the door $35 non-members pre-
paid; $40 at the door

MCLE: 1 Hour

Probate & Estate Planning
Section 
Topic: Special Needs Trusts
Speaker: Barbara Bergstein, Burgh, Balian 

& Bergstein
Date: January 13
Time: 12:00 Noon
Place: Encino Glen Restaurant, Encino
Cost: $30 members prepaid; $35 at 

the door $35 non-members 
prepaid; $40 at the door

MCLE: 1 Hour

Litigation Section
Topic: 1-800 Autopsies:  Autopsies, 

The Inside Story 
Speaker: Vidal Herrera
Date: January 15
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: SFVBA Conference Room, 

Woodland Hills
Cost: $30 members prepaid; $35 at 

the door; $35 non-members pre
paid; $40 at the door

MCLE: 1 Hour 

Women Lawyers’ Association
of Los Angeles 9th Annual
Litigator’s Forum
Co-sponsored by SFVBA. 
The forum will feature Juanita Brooks, Eleanor
Hunter, Janet Levine, Carol Salmacia, and
Judges Judith Chirlin and Anthony Mohr.
Date: January 16
Time: 8:30 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Place: Loyola Law School, Los Angeles
For more information, call (213) 892-8982.

Healthcare Law Section and
Probate & Estate Planning
Section
Topic: Legal Issues Re:  Organ 

Donation, Transplantation 
and The Myth of Mickey Mantle

Speaker: Walid Arnaout, M.D.
Date: January 20
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: SFVBA Conference Room, 

Woodland Hills
Cost: $30 members prepaid; $35 at 

the door; $35 non-members pre-
paid; $40 at the door

MCLE: 1 Hour 

New Lawyers Section
Topic: How To Handle a Personal Injury 

Action
Speaker: Andrew Shapiro, Esq., Lewitt 

Hackman et al.
Date: January 20
Time: 12:00 p.m.
Place: SFVBA Conference Room, 

Woodland Hills
Cost: $15 members prepaid; $20 at the 

door; $20 non-members prepaid; 
$25 at the door

MCLE: 1 Hour 

Intellectual Property,
Entertainment Law &
Internet Law Section and
New Lawyers Section
Networking Mixer
Date: January 22
Time: 6:00 P.M.
Place: B.J.’s Brewery, Woodland Hills

Appetizers Provided by
Michelman & Robinson, LLP
and the Law Offices of 
Greenberg & Bass

Cost: Free to Members

Family Law Section and
Criminal Law Section
Topic: The First 48 Hours:  How To 

Advise Your Client Regarding a 
Domestic Violence Incident

Speakers: Commissioner Scott Gordon, 
District Attorney Bobby Grace 
and Criminal Defense attorney 
Steve Meister

Date: January 26
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Place: Encino Glen Restaurant, Encino
Cost: $38 members prepaid; $45 at 

the door; $45 non-members pre
paid; $50 at the door

MCLE: 1 Hour

Self-Help Center Attorney
Training
Topic: Family Law 102:  Strategies and 

Skills in Litigating Family Law.  
How to Prepare for Hearings, Ex 
Parte, OSC’s, Law and Motions

Speakers: Irene Mak Esq. and Sharley 
Allen, Neighborhood 
Legal Services

Date: January 28
Time: 12:00 Noon
Place: SFVBA Conference Room
Cost: Free to Self-Help Center 

Volunteers!
MCLE: 2 Hours

The United States Trustee
and Los Angeles Bankruptcy
Forum
Co-sponsored by SFVBA
Topic: Your Opportunity to Ask the 

Judge About: Use Of 
Appearance Attorneys, Limiting 
Scope, Attorney Responsibilities 
and Other Related Issues in 
Consumer Bankruptcy Cases

Speakers: Judges Arthur M. Greenwald, 
Kathleen T. Lax and Geraldine 
Mund

Date: February 5
Time: 12:00 Noon

BRING YOUR LUNCH
Place: The Office of the U.S. Trustee, 

21051 Warner Center Lane, 
Woodland Hills

MCLE: 1 Hour
For questions pertaining to this program, call
(818) 610-2376.  Reservations are not
required but seating may be limited and will
be distributed on a first arrival basis.

SEND CHECK TO
SFVBA

21300 Oxnard St.,
Suite 250

Woodland Hills, CA
91367

Food and beverages served at every MCLE event!

SIGN ME UP!

* Please note that no credit will be given unless notice of 
cancellation is provided 48 hours before scheduled event

SECTION ______________________________________
NAME ________________________________________
STATE BAR # __________________________________
TELEPHONE # __________________________________
CHARGE IT!
CC #__________________________EXP. DATE ________

SIGNATURE ____________________________

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL (818) 227-0490  EXT. 105
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Litigation Support  •  Expert Witness 
Forensic Accountants  • Family Law Matters

Business Valuations  •  Loss of Earnings  •  Damages

OFFICIAL SPONSORS OF THE
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY BAR ASSOCIATION

Member SEC Practice Section
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants

When you need more than just numbers...you can count on us...

21300 Oxnard Street, Suite 250
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
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Phone: (818)995-1040

Fax: (818)995-4124

15303 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 1040

Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

E-mail: INFO@KETW.COM

Visit us @ www.KETW.COM
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