March Barnotes

3/17/03

10:17 AM

Page 1

VOLUME 10 • ISSUE 1 • MARCH 2003

A Publication of the
San Fernando Valley Bar Association

In This Issue Benedon Has Day in Court
President’s Message ..........................3

Powerful Numbers for Settlement....5

Pre-Litigation Dispute Resolution....8
Message From
LRIS Coordinator ............................10

The Practice ....................................12

Notice To Attorneys ........................17

New Members ..................................19

Members In The News ....................20

Classified Ads ..................................21

Calendar of Events
Page 23

In recent history, the Supreme Court of the United States has issued less than a hundred opinions each term. With so few cases selected, most attorneys, even appellate ones, only dream
about arguing a case before the high court during their career.
SFVBA member Douglas Benedon has practiced appellate law in the San Fernando Valley for
most of his nineteen-year career. During that time, he has argued several hundred cases before
state and federal appellate courts, but never once has he appeared before the U.S. Supreme Court.
Then on May 20, 2002, the high court granted certiorari to review the Ninth Circuit’s decision in
Meyer v. Holley, 537 U.S. ___ (2003).
Benedon and his Woodland Hills’ firm, Benedon & Serlin, represented the petitioner David
Meyer, owner and president of the Twenty-Nine Palms real estate company Triad Inc. The
respondents, an interracial couple, brought a lawsuit in federal court against Meyer alleging that a
Triad agent had prevented them from buying a home for racially discriminatory reasons, in violation of the Federal Fair Housing Act. The District Court dismissed the claims against Meyer
because it believed that the Fair Housing Act did not impose personal vicarious liability upon a
corporate officer. The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals reversed that determination and held that
the Fair Housing Act imposes strict liability principles beyond those traditionally associated with
agent/principal or employee/employer relationships.
"The case had all the makings of a Supreme Court case," Benedon stated.
Benedon remarked on the
fast pace. He initially had
forty days to file the brief and
each side also received a 30day extension. "The quick
briefing schedule was especially important due to the greater
amount of depth and detail
required to write the brief.
The experience has made me a
lot better appellate practitioner." Benedon credits his partner Gerald Serlin for taking
over most of the work for the
firm while he focused on this
case.
To help prepare his case,
Benedon traveled to
Washington in the fall to hear
two days of oral arguments. "I
observed the formalities, the
personalities of the justices,
the questioning."
continued on page 11
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Sometimes the best way
to keep a client
is to send them to us.

We specialize in areas you don’t ...
and in returning your satisfied clients to you.
Proving you can have your cake and eat it, too.

R

eferring a client can make attorneys
nervous. Expose them to another firm? Maybe
to never see them again? Forever?
Not when you refer them to Lewitt, Hackman.
For thirty years, referrals have been an
important part of our practice. That’s why, when
we receive referrals, we adhere to two key
principles. First, we consider them your clients,
on a loan to us. And second, we believe that an

important part of our job is sustaining their
allegiance to you.
So if you have a client who has needs in any
one of the areas listed above—we have years
of in-depth experience in every one of them—
don’t hesitate to give us a call.
You can be sure that we’ll give your clients
excellent service.
And then we’ll send them back to you.

Lewitt, hackman, Shapiro, Marshall & Harlan
A Law Corporation
16633 Ventura Boulevard, Eleventh Floor • Encino, California 91436 • (818) 990-2120 • FAX (818) 981-4764
Info @lewitthackman.com • www.lewitthackman.com
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A Potpourri of Thoughts and Reminders

I use the opportunity of this column to muse about events taking place in our Bar and
affecting our practice.
MCLE MARATHON: In January, the SFVBA once again (thanks to Liz Post, Michele
Morely, Linda Temkin and our Staff) held a very successful marathon. If you in "Group
2" had dallied and delayed finishing up your MCLE requirements, you were able to
sprint over the finish line just in time by spending two days at the Bar Office building
soaking up concentrated doses of learning. This event continues to be one of the most
popular services that we provide.
CONFERENCE OF DELEGATES: Our delegation to the Conference is submitting two
resolutions, proposing a revision of the Courts’ present sanctions policy regarding
motions and also proposing a reduction in the number of jurors for juries in limitedjurisdiction civil cases. You can obtain more information on these resolutions by calling
the Bar Office or by contacting Tammi Jensen or Patti McCabe, two of our hard-working
delegates to the Conference.
VOLUNTARY ATTORNEY SETTLEMENT PROGRAM: In the past, the SFVBA has
assisted the Courts by providing a panel of attorneys to conduct settlement hearings (the
"VAST" program). We are planning to provide this assistance again this year and will be
working with the Courts to implement a VAST event in the fall. If you are interested in
being part of this worthwhile effort, please contact Liz at the Bar Office.
NEW AND IMPROVED WEBSITE: A couple of President’s Messages ago, I mentioned
continued on page 20

JACK TRIMARCO & ASSOCIATES
POLYGRAPH/INVESTIGATIONS, INC.
9454 Wilshire Blvd. 6th Floor
Beverly Hills, CA 90212
(310) 247-2637

Jack Trimarco, President
Former Polygraph Unit Chief
Los Angeles, F.B.I. (1990-1998)

1361 Avenida De Aprisa
Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 383-8004
email: jtrimarco@aol.com

CA. P.I. #20970
Member Society of Former Special Agents
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Former Inspector General Polygraph Program
Office of Counter Intelligence
U.S. Department of Energy.
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BY DAVID GURNICK
Recently the court of appeal noted that settlements are
Section 998 encourages settlements by exposing parties to
lifeblood to crowded courts (Sully-Miller Contract. Co. v.
the risk of paying more costs if the trial result is less favorable
Gledson/Cashman Constr. 126 C.R.2d 400 (Oct. 24, 2002)).
then a rejected settlement. At least 10 days before trial a party
Two powerful numbers are at the heart of settling litigation:
can make a written offer proposing a judgment or award. The
664.6 and 998. These are sections in the Code of Civil
offer is open for the shorter of 30 days, or until trial starts. If
Procedure that let courts enter and enforce litigation settleaccepted, it is filed and entered as a judgment. Defendants
ments as judgments. Additionally, Section 998 encourages set- who do not accept a plaintiff’s offer, can be required to pay
tlement offers by awarding costs against those who reject a
plaintiff’s expert witness fees; plaintiffs who do not accept a
settlement offer, if the later result is not as good as what they
defendant’s offer do not recover post-offer costs and must pay
rejected. Some recent appellate decisions provide further
the defendant’s costs incurred after the offer, unless, in each
guidance on the use of these provisions.
case, the trial result is better for the party than the other side’s
offer.
If litigants settle in writing, or orally in court, Section 664.6
lets the court enter the settlement as a judgment. There are
In litigation over Section 998, courts also examine contract
also other ways to enforce settlements, including summary
formalities, but they avoid letting formalities lead to absurd,
judgment, a separate suit in equity, or an amendment to the
unintended result. In Bias v. Wright 2002 Cal. App. Lexis
pleadings. Section 664.6 is an alternative, summary enforce4984 (Nov. 15, 2002) the court of appeal ruled that Section
ment procedure, for use when its requirements are met.
998 was inapplicable when a party’s acceptance of a settlement
In assessing enforceability of settlements, contract principles sought to add a new term. A tort victim proposed a settleapply. For summary enforcement, courts are cautious to make ment. Defendant’s counsel orally accepted and then faxed
written confirmation of the acceptance, but the fax added that
sure the parties really meant to settle on the agreed terms. In
each side would bear its own costs. When plaintiff later resisSully-Miller Contracting, mentioned above, plaintiffs sued to
ted the settlement, defendant sought enforcement under
recover for unpaid materials on a construction project. One
Section 998. Because defendant’s written acceptance added
side wrote to the other to confirm a settlement discussed by
the additional cost term, it was not an absolute unequivocal
phone, in which payments would be exchanged for dismissal
of the case. The writing provided for signatures
by one side, but not the other, and did not say
which of several defendants was responsible for
the payments. The payments were not made
when due and before they were tendered the
plaintiff revoked the settlement.
The trial court granted enforcement, entering
Quickly
Affordably
Simply
judgment according to the letter’s terms. But
the court of appeal reversed, stating that a setFor whatever charitable purpose your client desires
tlement which did not provide for signatures by
or in memory or honor of a loved one.
both sides, and did not say who would make
which payments, was only an offer, not an
enforceable agreement. Tendering payment
Our knowledge and experience allows us to accurately
after one side revoked did not change this
complete most applications for tax-exempt charitable status in
result. Nor could one side cure the signature
less than a week. This enables your clients to receive their
problem by voluntarily signing the document.
tax-exempt status within the shortest possible time frame.
The court said summary enforcement where signatures of all parties were not contemplated,
If your client would like to establish a non-profit organization
would frustrate the goal of clear proof of the
and thinks it may qualify, contact our office for a free initial
parties' intent to reach a binding settlement.
consultation.
Adding to the need for formalities that prove
a desire to settle, in Gauss v. GAF Corp. 2002
C.A. Lexis 5046 (Nov. 25, 2002) the court said
signatures by agents of parties did not satisfy
the requirement of party signatures and would
not permit a settlement to be enforced.
6345 Balboa Blvd. Ste. I-300
Settlement is so serious that it requires client
Encino, CA 91316
knowledge and express consent. Therefore, the
court refused enforcement of a settlement
signed by a party’s lawyer but not by the party
http://www.glicklaw.com
themself.

Establish A Non-Profit
Foundation For Your Client

Marshall A. Glick
attorney at law

(818) 345-2223
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acceptance of the offer, a basic rule of contract formation
under Civ. Code Sec. 1585. Bias v. Wright is a reminder concerning basic contract principles in Section 998 offers and
acceptances.
In Zamora v. Clayborn Contracting Group 28 Cal. 4th
249(2002) the Supreme Court refused to let form over substance create an absurd settlement. Instead the court relieved
a party of a mistake in its written 998 offer. In a breach of
contract claim, Plaintiff’s lawyer mailed a settlement offer
approximating the amount in dispute. But the written offer
had a typographic error: instead of offering judgment "in favor
of plaintiff," the 998 offer proposed a judgment "against plaintiff." Defendant promptly accepted, claimed objective formation of a contract and sought enforcement, demanding the
substantial payment stated in the settlement.
The Supreme Court found the plaintiff’s attorney made a
ministerial or clerical error and granted a motion to set aside
the judgment for mistake, inadvertence, surprise or excusable
neglect under CCP Sec. 473(b). The Court said this form of
relief from mistake would not disrupt established contract law
principles, and expressed confidence that trial courts will use
discretion under Sec. 473(b) to vacate settlement judgments
carefully and sparingly.
In Carver v. Chevron U.S.A. 97 Cal. App. 4th 132 (2002), an
antitrust and breach of contract case, numerous Chevron franchisees appealed from a post-judgment order granting their
franchisor’s motion for contract and statutory attorneys and
expert fees, and costs. The franchisees brought contract and
state antitrust claims. Chevron offered a settlement of $100 to
each plaintiff, which was rejected. The franchisees won a jury
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verdict, but it was reversed on appeal with directions to enter
judgment for Chevron. On remand Chevron was found to be
the prevailing party and obtained an award of attorneys fees
and costs of several million dollars.
The Cartwright Act, a state antitrust law, lets successful
plaintiffs recover attorneys fees. Bus. & Profs. Code Sec16750.
The Court of Appeal noted this attorney fee provision is not
reciprocal; it does not assure attorneys fees to successful
defendants. However, Chevron was still entitled to fees and
costs pursuant to section 998 since its earlier $100 per plaintiff settlement offer had not been accepted. While reversing
the part of the fee award that was erroneously based on the
Cartwright Act, the court of appeal remanded for an apportionment of fees under Section 998 and the attorney fee provision in the parties written agreements.
Litigation over Code of Civil Procedure Sections 664.6 and
998 is likely to continue as new contract formality issues arise,
and unanswered questions emerge. For example, are settlements enforceable even if they involve parties additional to the
litigants? Will new forms of writings and electronic signatures
satisfy the requirement for a writing signed by all parties?
Meanwhile, judicial encouragement to use Sections 664.6 and
998, as well as thoughtful attention to these provisions, may
achieve earlier settlement of disputes, and can help proactive
litigants avoid or recover more costs, if reasonable settlements
are refused.

David Gurnick is a partner in the Woodland Hills’ office
of Arter & Hadden. To contact the author, email
david.gurnick@arterhadden.com.

EXPERTS IN LITIGATION SUPPORT, FORENSIC ACCOUNTING AND BANKRUPTCY

LA: Litigation Accounting
If you need expert advice in the areas of litigation support, forensic accounting or bankruptcy, look
to Hemming Morse, Inc. We offer professional consulting in such areas as accounting malpractice, construction,
business valuation, intellectual property, fraud investigations and bankruptcy. So whenever you need worldrenowned litigation expertise, contact Hemming Morse, Inc.

To learn more, contact Maryellen Sebold:
• 805.381.0500
• seboldm@hemming.com

Hemming Morse, Inc.
Certified Public Accountants • Litigation and Forensic Consultants
2815 Townsgate Road • Westlake Village, CA 91361 • www.hemming.com
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• 4 Color Commercial Printing
• 60” Wide Format Display Printing
• Mounting & Laminating
• Xerox® Color Copies
• Complete Digital Department
“Printing that speaks for itself”
7245 Canby Avenue
Reseda, California 91335
Call Mark Sferas
(818) 343-0500
(818) 343-9257 Fax
mark@mgprint.com
www.mgprint.com
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BY JAN FRANKEL SCHAU
How often have you found yourself embroiled in litigation
that can’t be resolved because both lawyer and client have too
much invested in the case? How often does your client come
to you with a case that’s approaching a statute of limitations
and you simply have nowhere to turn but to the Courts on a
case that could have or should have been settled before it ever
"got that far"? Take heart, because there is an alternative to
litigation in these instances. It’s a process well known to you
during litigation as nearly every case is ordered to explore it
by the Courts: Alternative dispute resolution.
ADR is increasingly being used to avoid litigation before the
costs cause the stakes to be too high, and the ultimate settlement can be too remote in time to help the clients out of
whatever difficult bind they’ve found themselves in. However,
few lawyers recommend such early intervention to their
clients because they perceive it is too difficult to attain at that
early stage.
Certain cases cry out for mediation instead of litigation. For
example, where the "remedy" being demanded goes beyond
the jurisdiction of the Court (like a promise to refrain from
certain future conduct, an apology, some future payment

schedule or parameters of settlement). Many times, mediation
will result in settling for intangibles that go beyond the money
changing hands. And many times, the clients cannot "let go"
of their case until or unless they have a chance to confront the
opposing party and communicate their views of the injustices
they’ve suffered. This kind of "break through" communication can serve the parties well, even if the matter doesn’t settle
at the time of the initial hearing.
In addition, some clients and some lawyers simply cannot
and should not have to wait until a case is nearly ready for
trial to resolve the issues. At that time, the case often settles
for exactly what it should have settled for a year or two before,
but by then the parties have spent so much on litigation that
the settlement is a hollow victory for all concerned.
Consider the serious personal injury case, where the plaintiff has finished his treatment, but is unable to settle a case,
and now has two years from the date of the accident to file a
legal action. Wouldn’t the attorneys and clients on both sides
benefit from using a neutral to help break an early impasse
reached before filing a lawsuit and subjecting themselves and
their clients to discovery and litigation expenses? When the
defense has no plain demand upon which
they can begin to evaluate the defenses
and exposure, wouldn’t it make sense to
bring the parties together early on while
the matter can still be settled at its "true
value"?
It may surprise you to know that in a
recent informal survey of the major four
ADR agencies in Los Angeles, (ADR
Services, ARC, JAMS and AAA), two of
them agreed to attempt to convene a prelitigation dispute without cost to the
mediating party (until a mediator is chosen), and at least one of them declared
that more of their cases are "pre-dispute"
matters, than litigated matters.
The initial hurdle, then, is to get both
sides to the negotiating table at this early
stage of litigation (or pre-litigation), as
opposed to after discovery is completed
and the case is essentially ready to be tried
if not resolved.

How to Convene a Non-Litigated
Matter for ADR
If you find yourself representing a reluctant litigant, in a matter you believe may
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be better resolved early than fully tried, there are certain steps
to making this work. First, call or write the opposing counsel
(or unrepresented party) and suggest a mediation or arbitration before a competent neutral. If you know of a neutral that
you’ve used in the past, or someone in your firm can suggest
someone individually, suggest his/her name in your initial
demand letter. If you don’t know of a particular neutral, there
are ways to select from several names of people with expertise
in the area of your dispute, which I will further detail below.
Second, whether or not the other party is agreeable, contact
the neutral or agency yourself and ask them to help you to
convene a hearing. A professional neutral should be willing to
write a letter to both parties, advising them that one of the
parties has contacted her for purposes of exploring the possibilities of alternative means of resolving your legal dispute and
inviting the parties to contact her. (Some of the agencies
charge a fee for this service, so check first). The neutral will
then follow the letter up with a phone call and attempt to
cajole the reluctant litigator to attempt ADR first. One of the
tricks that can be employed here is to offer to allow the reluctant participant to choose the mediator. This way, the party
may believe they’ve got the superior hand, and as long as the
mediation is non-binding, the party desiring to mediate has no
risk of finding himself in the presence of a biased mediator,
and much less risk that any professional mediator will actually
exert favoritism or bias in favor of the "client" in any case.
Third, the neutral will attempt to persuade the other party
to at least attempt mediation or arbitration before investing the time and
resources into litigation. If successful, the
neutral will assist you by scheduling the
hearing at a time convenient to all parties,
and their representatives, and setting the
location at a mutually agreeable place
which will be most conducive to resolving the issues.
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You may choose to contact the Lawyer Referral &
Information Service of the San Fernando Valley Bar
Association. Michele Morley will be happy to provide you
with a list of qualified Mediators who have been invited to
join our local Mediation Panel (after a review of their credentials, based upon an application and references). Alternatively,
you can call one of the larger agencies, which will send you a
list of their panelists, together with fee schedules and biographical information on their members. Be aware that with a
private neutral or an agency, there is a wide range of fee schedules.
The Los Angeles courts have plenty of litigated matters, and
each of you have cases that clearly warrant full-scale litigation.
However, when the issues are too complex, and the stakes too
high to litigate, why not consider convening a mediation or
arbitration before your next lawsuit gets mired in the expense
and uncertainty of litigation? You may find that avoiding litigation is the most expeditious, profitable and professional way
of handling that particular lawsuit!
Jan Frankel Schau is an attorney, and practiced business
and tort litigation for over twenty years. She now devotes
full time to private mediations and arbitrations and is the
founder of Valley Mediation Services, a community-based
panel of neutral professionals in Encino.

How to Choose a Private Neutral
There are several ways to go about
checking on the background and expertise of a particular neutral, whether you
are selecting two or three names to offer,
or whether you are in receipt of the proposed panelists from your opposing counsel. Start with the Los Angeles Superior
Court website, www.LASuperiorCourt.org.
Check the ADR Panel link. That should
provide you with a large list of qualified
mediators and arbitrators who serve the
court as volunteer panelists, but who
have all completed at least 30 hours of
training and a number of mediation hearings. You may also check the Southern
California Mediation Association website,
www.scmediation.org where many professional neutrals are listed, together with
biographical sketches of their fields of
expertise.

Please call Judicate West
for further information or
to schedule a hearing

818-708-1529
310-407-5333

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Century City • Pasadena • Santa Barbara • Santa Ana
and other convenient locations throughout California
www.adjudicateinc.com
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The Finest
Neutrals
Around.
HON. BRUCE
J. SOTTILE

The LRIS Committee, with approval of the San Fernando
Valley Bar Association Board of Trustees, has adopted new
Rules of Operations. The last time the Rules were revised
was in 1995. The new Rules are available on our website
at www.sfvba.org. Anyone who needs a copy sent to them
can contact me at (818) 227-0490, ext. 103.

HON. ARNOLD
H. GOLD

HON. MANLY
D. CALOF

HON. ETTA
O. GILLIVAN

EUGENE C.
MOSCOVITCH,
ESQ.

HON. ELI
CHERNOW

CHARLES I.
DOLGINER,
ESQ.

HON. ROBERT
M. LETTEAU

HON. HARVEY
A. SCHNEIDER

GORDON
WALLACK,
ESQ.

HON. GEORGE
P. SCHIAVELLI

HON. IRWIN
NEBRON

JOHN K.
RALEIGH,
ESQ.

HON. HERBERT
L. ASHBY

Amy Newman,
President

310-312-6002
800-347-4512
www.arc4adr.com

JOHN
O'MEARA, ESQ.

HON. ROBERT
H. LONDON

HON. ROBERT
WALLERSTEIN

The main purpose for the revision was to clarify the procedures and expectations for LRIS staff and panel members. We have gone through many drafts of these Rules
during the two-year period they were being revised and
reviewed. However, we understand that even these new
Rules may require further refinement. During your review,
you may see a provision that is not clear or you may identify an issue that we failed to consider. If that occurs,
please contact me.
The entire LRIS Committee has worked very hard on this
revision. I want to particularly acknowledge the work of
Richard Lewis, Christine Lyden, Hillary Grosberg and
Diane Karpman.
I frequently receive requests from prisoners for legal
assistance. I always respond and if there is anything I can
do or suggest to them, I do so. Recently I received a
request from a woman who sent me information verifying
that she had been incorrectly sentenced. The Department
of Corrections and the State of California Department of
Justice had written regarding this woman’s sentence and
incorrect sentences in general. Despite the recognition of
the error, for a year she had not been able to obtain an
amended Abstract of Judgment. The error was affecting her
release date and the conditions of her parole.
I contacted LRIS attorney Steve Meister for guidance on
how I should proceed. His unhesitating response was to
tell me that he would handle the matter. Within a week he
had obtained the corrected abstract of judgment. He volunteered his time pro bono. He kept me regularly
informed and then wrote the prisoner directly. The legal
system makes mistakes and sometimes injustice occurs in
our justice system. There are many unsympathetic individuals and unpopular causes involved in our legal system.
Attorneys whose chosen professional work is to insure that
the legal system is fair to all deserve our thanks and recognition as the heroes too.
Speaking of heroes of the law, a fascinating website
about the law and its heroes can be found at
www.umkc.edu/famoustrials. This site has detailed
descriptions of famous trials, profiles of trial attorneys, discussions of constitutional issues, segments of trial transcripts, and thought-provoking comments.

March Barnotes

3/17/03

10:18 AM

March 2003

Page 11

www.sfvba.org

Bar Notes • 11

Brenedon... continued from cover

Benedon also conducted informal moot courts with
various local attorneys, including retired appellate judge
George Schiavelli. And in mid-November, Benedon was
mooted by noted constitutional law professor Gerald
Uelmen through the Center for Trial and Appellate
Advocacy at Santa Clara University School of Law.
Each semester the Center sponsors two "moots" in which
Uelmen, as Director of the Center, invites lawyers preparing
for appearances before the U.S. Supreme Court to try out
their arguments before a distinguished panel of faculty. "I
must confess to having stolen the idea from Georgetown
Law School, which is now mooting more than half of the
cases argued before the Supreme Court," says Uelmen. "I
had my first U.S. Supreme Court argument two years ago
and found the moots invaluable preparation."
"The program benefits the lawyers who will argue, it benefits the Court by improving the general quality of the
arguments they hear, it benefits our faculty by exposing
them to ongoing Supreme Court litigation, and most
importantly, it benefits our students by giving them great
examples of outstanding advocates at work, both in writing
and in oral presentations."
With oral arguments scheduled for December 3, Benedon
and his family spent the Thanksgiving holiday in
Washington. Benedon’s partner Gerry also joined him.
Last minute preparations included watching additional oral

arguments the Monday morning before his Tuesday appearance, and discussions with his partner.
Benedon appeared before a courtroom packed with press
and spectators. It was the first of two cases set for argument that day. Benedon had a half hour to argue his case,
although he used only 25 minutes, saving the rest for
rebuttal. "I felt good after the argument. I was impressed
with the level and intensity of the questions."
"The courtroom was extremely intimate. The podium is
very close to the justices."
"It was one of the most pleasurable experiences – very
fun. If I had any disappointments, it was that Chief Justice
Rehnquist was not present [due to undergoing knee surgery
to repair a torn quadriceps tendon the week before]. I
would love to go back."
Maybe he will. On January 22, 2003, less than two
months after oral arguments, the Supreme Court ruled
unanimously in favor of Benedon’s client, holding that the
owners and officers of real estate companies cannot be held
personally liable for racial discrimination by their agents.
The Court, in a fourteen-page opinion by Justice Stephen
Breyer, found the federal Fair Housing Act limits those who
can be held liable for violating the Act.
Benedon is very pleased with the justices’ decision. "This
is the pinnacle for any appellate attorney."

David E. Frank
Litigator – 27 Years
State & Federal
Business

16000 Ventura Blvd.
5th Floor
Encino, Ca 91436

Real Estate

Tel: (818) 702-0814

Torts

Fax: (818) 703-0814

Securities
Entertainment

Certified LACB

Let’s Settle It!
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My Driving Rant, Part II
BY DAVID R. HAGEN

Last year, many of you may remember a column that I
dictated while driving back from court where I was ranting
about opposing counsel in a particular matter. I was angry
and frustrated about his misrepresentations to the court
and playing fast and furious with the system. In my mind,
he embodied everything negative about our profession.
While venting my rage, I vowed to find a way to defeat his
inappropriate tactics. (The point of the article was that in
the overall course of human affairs, it just didn’t
matter.)
Well, I am pleased to tell you that I won. I defeated this
attorney. I put more time into the case than I should have
and more time than which I could be paid. But I finally

won. The point here is not to gloat, although I am very
pleased to announce in a public way that I defeated this
guy. (Maybe he reads my column.) But, rather, the point
of this story is what occurred after we got the judge’s final
ruling.
Opposing counsel reached across the podium to shake
my hand said, "Congratulations." Now I realize that
maybe he was just trying to be collegial. But the point is,
the practice of law should not be a game where we congratulate the "winner." Certainly, my client’s plight in
Bankruptcy Court was not a game, but a real life person
struggling to get a fresh start. The practice of law should
be about solving peoples problem and finding a measure of
justice. It is not just about winning.
Yet, many times it is.
The founders of our country, the original designers of our legal system,
believed that when two competitors
went head-to-head using every power in
their arsenal, legally and ethically, that
TRUTH would spring out of this adversarial relationship. (Of course, these
were the same people that drowned
women to see whether they were witches.) We now know that TRUTH does
not magically spring out of such an
adversarial relationship. Factors such
as money and ability of counsel many
times play into this confrontation so
that TRUTH is not always the winner.
It is not a perfect system, even though
it is probably the best that human
beings can devise. We all know that
winning does not always equate to
TRUTH.
As lawyers, we are extremely competitive, Type A, individuals. If we were
not, chances are we would have never
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gotten into the practice of law. We always want to win. (At
least I do.) We want to win for our ego; we want to win for
our client; heck, we always want to win so that the chances
of getting paid are greater. I practice bankruptcy law
because I like to always win. That is, when I put an individual or business into bankruptcy, I can predict the outcome with an extremely high probability.
However, we all get so caught up in winning, sometimes
we forget it is about justice or doing the right thing for our
client. I am just as guilty of this as anyone else. A good
example is the first part of this column where I indicated, "I
won." Perhaps it would have been more appropriate to say,
"My client prevailed."
We all want to do well for our clients and get them favorable results. However, we should not lose sight of the fact
that the ultimate goal is not "to win" but to deliver effective
services. Many of us see ourselves as warriors going out to
do battle. Perhaps a better role model is to see ourselves as
legal counselors or problem solvers. Think about this next
time opposing counsel makes your blood boil....
Dave Hagen is a principal at Merritt & Hagen. The
firm’s practice focuses on representing individuals and
small businesses in bankruptcy. He speaks to attorneys
often on the areas of bankruptcy, the marketing of legal
services, and the practice of law. He welcomes your comments to this series of essays.

(818) 990-3565

Fax: (818) 990-2680

Encino Escrow Company
Margarita F. Billings
Certified Escrow Officer

16200 Ventura Blvd. #228
Encino, CA 91436
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Solutions
for business today and tomorrow SM

Serving our clients with a
focus on intellectual property,
real estate, employment,
litigation, corporate, franchising
and tax law.

The Valley’s National Law Firm

Contact:
David Gurnick
Direct Dial: 818.596.2211
5959 Topanga Canyon Blvd., Suite 244,
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
818.712.0036 | Fax 818.346.6502
www.arterhadden.com

William J. Kropach

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
STATE CERTIFIED SPECIALIST
20% REFERRAL FEE PAID PER STATE BAR RULES
CHAIRMAN SFVBA WORKER'S COMPENSATION
SECTION SINCE 1987
DIRECTOR VCLF OF SFVBA 1980 - 2001
FORMER TRUSTEE OF SFVBA

UCLA LAW SCHOOL, 1971

818-609-7005, EXT. 25
http://home.earthlink.net/~wkropach

Cleveland | Columbus | Dallas | Dayton
Irvine | Los Angeles | San Diego | San Francisco
Washington, D.C. | Woodland Hills
Arter & Hadden LLP is recognized as one
of the top ten law firms in the U.S. for client service
in an independent survey of Fortune 1000 companies
conducted by the BTI Consulting Group.
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Unlawful Detainer
Equal Access Project
Representing Indigent
Tenants Training

March 5, 2003
Representing tenants in Unlawful
Detainer cases is a great way for newer
attorneys to gain trial experience. Though
many cases settle, the Legal Aid Foundation
of Los Angeles pro bono roster handles a
number of bench trials each year. Since a
large number of zip codes were shifted
from Central Civil to outlying courts last
May, Legal Aid has revamped its UDEAP
program to place cases set for the Santa
Monica, Beverly Hills, Culver City, and
West Los Angeles courthouses.
Legal Aid places cases in which the tenant is able to pay the rent due and has one
or more defenses to the threatened eviction. The new training not only covers the
Unlawful Detainer process, but also spends
an hour on trial practice and tips for handing these cases. We also provide sample
briefs on the issues raised in each case that
a pro bono attorney accepts.
Those who attend the training receive a
light summer, training materials, and 2 1/2
hours of MCLE credit. Please register by
calling (323) 801-7908.

Environmental Transactions &
Litigation Since 1982

Messenger Service
Discounts to SFVBA Members

20th Year of Service to the
San Fernando Valley/Southern
California Legal Community

STEPHEN T. HOLZER
Parker, Milliken, Clark, O’Hara & Samuelian,
a prof. corp.
Phone: (213) 683-6671
E-mail: sholzer@pmcos.com

• Process Serving Per Your
Exact Specifications
• Court Filings/Last Minute Court
Filings in All Southern California
Courts
• Mobile Notary
• Custom Courier Routes
• Regular, Rush and Hot Rush
• Licensed/Bonded/Insured
Uniformed Messengers

(818) 774-9111 • (323) 851-7500
(310) 273-3002
“We Don’t Promise Anything
We Can’t Deliver”
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The Los Angeles Superior
Court with the cooperation of
the San Fernando Valley Bar
Assocation has created a
Mediation Panel to help
attorneys and their clients
find qualified mediators.

For a referral to an experienced
mediator in all areas of law, call

www.sfvba.org
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Select from our panel of experienced
and well-trained mediators:
Leon Bennett

Leonard Levy

Alyse Golden Berkley

Christopher Mahan

Howard Bodenheimer

Ronald J. Mandell

Susan R. Bulfinch

Kevin McIvers

James Curry

Christine Masters

Katherine Edwards

Rhonda Rauch Miller

Janet Fields

Hamid Naraghi

Gerald Gerstenfeld

Jeffrey Palmer

Lyle Greenberg

Charles Parselle

Barry Harlan

Myer J. Sankary

Andrew Hyman

Jan Frankel Schau

Tamila Jensen

Herbert Selwyn

David Karen

Andrew L. Shapiro

Laurel Kaufer

Joaquin Sosa

Adrienne Krikorian

Ellen-Jo Friedman Tinero

Alfred Lakritz
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RICHARD GORDON
Expertise in Federal and California Securities Laws
Compliance – Regulatory – Enforcement
SEC – Department of Corporations
•• former
SEC
inin
Washington,
D.C.
formerBranch
BranchChief
Chiefwith
withthe
the
SEC
Washington,
D.C.
•• former
inin
SEC/
Los Angeles
Office
formerChief
ChiefRegulatory
RegulatoryCounsel
Counsel
SEC/Los
AngelesRegional
Regional
Office
•• Arbitrator
ofof
Securities
Dealers
Arbitratorfor
forNational
NationalAssociation
Association
Securities
Dealers
•• 20+
20+years
yearsprivate
privatepractice
practiceexperience
experience

OF COUNSEL

LEWITT, HACKMAN,
HACKMAN, SHAPIRO, MARSHALL & HARLAN
LEWITT,
HARLAN
LAW CORPORATION
CORPORATION
AA LAW

16633 Ventura Boulevard • 11th Floor • Encino • CA 91436
(818) 990-2120 • FAX (818) 981-4764
www.lewitthackman.com
Direct Dial: (818) 907-3271
RGordon@lewitthackman.com
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Notice Regarding North Central District Probate Cases
Pursuant to court order filed Dec. 2, 2002, effective Jan. 1, 2003, all pending and future probate cases in either the
Glendale or Burbank Courthouse of the North Central District, except for those with a previously published or noticed
hearing date, have been transferred to the calendar of Dept. NC "F," Room 272A of the Glendale Courthouse, 600 East
Broadway, Glendale, California, 91206.
In order for counsel to benefit from the presence of the probate attorney, the probate calendar for the North Central
District has been called on Tuesdays at 10 a.m., effective Jan. 7, 2003. The courtroom clerk for Dept. NC "F" can be reached
at (818) 500-3540 and the probate attorney can be reached at (818) 500-3576. The probate attorney's Glendale office
hours will be Monday from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Probate filings pursuant to Local Rule 2.0(c) may continue to be made at either the Glendale or Burbank Courthouse.
Those cases with a previously published or noticed hearing date will be heard at the time and place published.
Notice Regarding North Central District Family Law Cases
Effective Jan. 21, 2003, all pending and future family law cases with case numbers ending in 1, 3 or 5 filed in either the
Glendale or Burbank Courthouse of the North Central District, will be assigned to the calendar of Dept. NC "F," Room
272A of the Glendale Courthouse, 600 East Broadway, Glendale, California, 91206.
Motions and orders to show cause will be heard at 8:30 a.m. on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. Family law ex parte
matters will be heard daily between 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
U.S. Bankruptcy Court Electronic Document Submissions
Effective February 3, 2003, the following judges will accept electronically submitted motions for relief from stay from
registered eFile attorneys:
Los Angeles:

Judges Alan Ahart, Ellen Carroll, Thomas Donovan, Ernest Robles, Barry Russell,
Erithe Smith, and Vincent Zurzolo

Northern:

Judge Robin Riblet

Riverside:

Judges Peter Carroll and Meredith Jury

Santa Ana:

Judges James Barr and John Ryan

San Fernando:

Judges Arthur Greenwald, Kathleen Lax and Geraldine Mund

Currently, all bankruptcy judges in the Court will accept electronically submitted complaints. Only users registered in
accordance with General Order 02-01 may utilize the eFile system. Registration is available from the eFile homepage located under the Electronic Services section of the Court’s website, www.cacb.uscourts.gov. You may contact the e-File Support
Center at (213) 894-2365 for additional information.
Certified Tax Law Specialist, CPA
Representation before the IRS, Franchise Tax Board, State
Board of Equalization and other government agencies in
audits and other controversies. Income and estate tax
preparation and planning, tax opinion letters, transactional
planning, and other tax related matters.

Michael D. Daniels
Certified Specialist in Taxation, Board of Legal Specialization,
State Bar of California

20700 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 227,Woodland Hills, CA 91364

(818) 227-5648
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NEUTRAL LOCATION
FOR MEDIATIONS
AND DEPOSITIONS

March 2003

SFVBA rents its Executive Boardroom for depositions
and hearings. Amenities include breakout room,
beverage service, and free parking. Only $125 per day
SFVBA attorney members receive free library privileges
at the San Fernando Valley College of Law in Warner
Center. Call 883-0529 for library hours.
Receive 5% monthly discount and special equipment
pricing through AT&T Wireless Services.
Call Mike at (818) 371-9933 for details.
Join Southland Civic Federal Credit Union and gain
access to great interest rates on deposits and loans, no
fee traveler checks, and more. Call 1-800-426-1917.
MBNA offers members the exclusive Platinum
Plus MasterCard. Call 1-800-457-3714.
Mention priority code OMKA.

The San Fernando Valley Bar Association,
conveniently located in Warner Center,
has available its executive boardroom for
depositions, hearings, and mediations.
The 600 square foot conference room
easily accommodates 20 people. An
adjoining conference room is perfect for
breakout sessions and private meetings.

Amenities include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

coffee service
ample free parking
table data/electrical jacks
white board
retractable overhead screen
television/VCR

Our dedicated and professional staff
is ready to accommodate your
special needs.
Only $125 a day for SFVBA Members.
For more information, call Rosie at
(818) 227-0490, ext. 100.

Mercury Office Machines offers members discounts
and flexible lease options on all Panasonic copiers,
printers, and fax machines. Call (818) 782-1221.
Contact the SFVBA office to receive a package of
discount coupons & membership cards for Southern
California’s major theme parks and attractions
Now Messenger Service offers members who open
new accounts a 5% discount off their current rates.
Call (818) 774-9111
Chase Manhattan Mortgage gives members 1/2
point fee discount on fixed and adjustable rate
programs. Call John Bartnicki at (818) 226-0888.
Attorney Services of Southern California offers
SFVBA Members who open new accounts a 30%
discount off their current rates. Call (818) 772-4795.
Kelly Staff Leasing offers members a 15% discount off
the regular price of their HR support and employee
administration service. Call Manny at (818) 717-1867
SFVBA members save $10 on new AAA Membership.
Please also ask us about new insurance with many available discounts. Call Nell Derderian at (805) 306-8181
Save 20% on investigative services. Contact J R
Investigations (818) 704-9925.
Courtroom Xpress Graphics offers 20% discount
on large-format prints. Free pick-up and delivery.
Call (818) 780-2177, ext. 304.
To obtain fleet pricing on your next car, call
Gina Lopez at Keyes Express at (818) 907-4168.

March Barnotes

3/17/03

10:18 AM

20 • Bar Notes

Page 20

www.sfvba.org

March 2003

President’s Message... continued from page 3

that fact that the SFVBA was extensively revising our website
(www.sfvba.org) to make it more user-friendly. Through the
efforts of Alice Salvo and the Membership/Marketing
Committee, the revision is progressing nicely and we expect to
have the new site up and running this spring.
ALL-SECTION MEETING: Some of you have expressed the
desire to have more "general" Membership events. In this
regard, last year we implemented the first "All-Section" meeting, giving our all of our Members the opportunity to meet
and schmooze. Under the tutelage of Gerry Fogelman, we are
repeating this event in 2003.
COURT BUDGET CRISIS: You don’t need this column to
remind you about the State budget crisis (but I’m doing so
anyway). As reported here in the past, that crisis is affecting
funding for our Courts. The SFVBA Government Affairs
Committee, chaired by Marcia Kraft, is tackling the question
of what we as the organized bar might be able to do in order
to lessen the impact of the substantial budget cuts being
imposed on the judicial system.
JUDGE’S NIGHT AND LAW DAY 2003: As always, these
events are taking place and are, deservedly, attracting great
interest. This year at Judge’s Night Judge Stoltz is being honored as Judge of the Year and a special tribute is being made to
Judge MacLaughlin, who has left his position as Supervising
Judge of North Valley and has assumed the position of
Assistant Presiding Judge of the entire Los Angeles County

Court system. On May 9, 2003, the SFVBA Community Legal
Foundation is putting on its traditional Law Day dinner, honoring heroes in law enforcement; each year, this event seems
to touch the heartstrings as the incredible heroism (often at
great physical sacrifice) of our public-safety officers is highlighted. We expect this year’s dinner will continue its tradition as one of the most moving events on the calendar—don’t
miss the event!
Besides all of the foregoing, the SFVBA of course continues
with its monthly Section and Committee meetings; there are a
combined total of over 20 Sections and Committees in which
you can, if you choose, get involved. Please contact the Bar
Office for a list.
Finally, although off the topic of Bar events, I also take this
opportunity on behalf of the SFVBA to join with the rest of
our Country in mourning the Columbia tragedy and the loss
of the seven brave astronauts in that tragedy. At our most
recent Board of Trustees meeting, we observed a moment of
silence in honor of these brave souls.
Their loss at least momentarily refocuses us from our everyday paperwork, Court appearances, mediations and negotiations and reminds us that life is fragile and that we should live
each day to its fullest potential. Hopefully, the extensive civic
service opportunities provided through our Bar can, in at least
a small way, contribute to our sense that we are indeed
attempting to heed that reminder.

Susan Bulfinch was elected to serve
a three-year term
on the Board of
Directors of the
California Dispute
Resolution Council
beginning in
January 2003…

SFVBA Past President Gary Barr
was featured in the
February 3 edition
of the Daily Journal
Extra. Barr won a
$2.8 million verdict
in December in a
bad-faith waste
case.
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ATTORNEY TO
ATTORNEY REFERRALS…

EXPERT…

APPEALS, TRIALS

Legal Malpractice Expert, Preventative Law.
Brd. Cert. Specialist Prof Negligence Legal
CA & ABA. Former State Bar Prosecutor,
former Judge Pro Tem. B.S., M.B.A., J.D.,
C.A.O.C., A.S.C.D.C. 35 years exp., fmr.
Chair SFVBA Ethics; Litigation. Law Offices
of Phillip Feldman (818) 986-9890.
www.legalmalpracticeexpt.com

Spacious window office (and secretarial)
avail. to professional, experienced business
litigator/transactional lawyer also interested
in possible overflow and referrals. Kathy
(818) 999-0106

SPACE AVAILABLE…

ENCINO

&

SUBROGATION

$95/hour. I'm an experienced trial/appellate
attorney, Law Review. I'll handle your
appeals, trials or assist with litigation. Alan
Goldberg (818) 421-5328.
APPEARANCES

Civil and criminal court experience.
Professional and competitive rates. SFV
area: $65 • Rest of LA County: $75 •
Ventura County: $85. Arash Hashemi, Esq.
(818) 268-4339 • www.hashemilaw.com
EMPLOYMENT LITIGATION

Sexual Harassment Discrimination,
Wrongful Termination, QuiTam/
Whistleblower, Overtime Violations, etc.
25% Referral Fee paid to attorneys per State
Bar Rules. Law Offices of Jill B. Shigut
(818) 708-6655.
STATE BAR CERT. WORKERS COMP SPECIALIST

Over 25 years experience-quality practice.
20% Referral fee paid to attorneys per State
Bar rules. Jack Goodchild, PLC
(818) 380-1600.
WORKERS’ COMP & SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY SPECIALIST

Over 20 Years Experience. 20% Referral Fee
paid to Attorneys per State Bar Rules.
State Bar Certified. Robert Lee Finestone
(818) 879-9950 • (805) 496-3477.
WRONGFUL TERMINATION

25% Referral Fee paid to attorneys per State
Bar Rules on Wrongful Termination, Sexual
Harassment, Discrimination, and Federal
False Claim Cases. 20+ years experience;
Heavy Jury Trial Experience. Danz &
Gerber (818) 783-7300.
STOCK BROKER MISCONDUCT

Former broker, 20 year attorney, NASD
arbitrator, invites stock broker misconduct
cases including unsuitability, churning,
fraud, misrepresentation, breach of fiduciary duty, elder abuse, etc. Referral fees
paid per state bar rules. Law Offices of
Steven L. Miller (818) 346-3300.

STATE BAR DEFENSE

-

RISK MANAGEMENT

CALABASAS

Window office (with floor to ceiling window) with great view. Amenities. (818)
591-7888.
CANOGA PARK

One 14’x16’ window office and/or one
10’x11’ interior office available. Amenities,
possible overflow, free parking. Call Garry
Williams at (818) 715-9212.
ENCINO

Large window offices available in established AV rated firm on Ventura Blvd.
Access to copiers, conf. rm., kitchen,
library and receptionist. Underground
parking available. Andrea (818) 990-4414.
Two window and 3 interior offices, each
with secretarial space, available in a single
suite in the ENCINO LAW CENTER. Conf.
rooms on each floor, 2 law libraries, valet
parking for clients. Call George (818) 7883651.
Large window office available within legal
suite; convenient Ventura Blvd. location.
Access to copiers, conf. room, kitchen and
reception. Under-ground parking available.
Margo (818) 380-1600.
Premium Encino executive suites include
receptionist, conference room, tax library,
kitchen. Photocopying, underground parking available. 15821 Ventura Blvd Suite
275. Call T. Ball. 818.990.6363

WOODLAND HILLS

SPACE WANTED…
Long-time Westside business law practitioner seeking to relocate to Encino corridor in
full-service legal suite or sublet from existing firm. (310) 828-4563.

SUPPORT SERVICES…
TRANSLATIONS

All languages. Certified, Fast, Accurate.
EURASIA INTERNATIONAL. Corporate
Member American Translators Association.
(888) 887-1884.
LITIGATION PARALEGAL

From file organization to trial preparation
and projects in between (discovery, law &
motion). Over 15 years experience.
SFVBA Associate Member (818) 243-8871.
WORD PROCESSING

Full Legal word processing service available
days, evenings, weekends; 24-hour fax,
remote dictation, e-mail capabilities;
20 years legal experience, reasonable rates.
Call Sheila (818) 788-6693.
NOTARY OF THE VALLEY

Traveling Notary Public. 24 hours-7 Days.
Attorneys’ Office • Clients’ Office • Homes
• Hospitals • Jails. David Kaplan(818) 9023853 SFVBA Assoc. Mbr.
www.notaryofthevalley.com

March Barnotes

3/17/03

10:18 AM

22 • Bar Notes

Page 22

www.sfvba.org

March 2003

Is A Malpractice Insurance Crisis
Looming In Your Horizon?
Are You Ready?
11 carriers have withdrawn from the California market. Will your carrier be next?
The changes in the marketplace are troubling. It is an unknown future.
Non-renewals are commonplace. Some carriers can’t secure
sufficient reinsurance to operate their professional liability programs.
A major carrier was recently declared insolvent. Other carriers have been
downgraded by A.M. Best. Severe underwriting restrictions are
now being imposed. Dramatic rate increases are certain.
It’s all very unsettling.

Be Prepared. Be Informed.
Lawyers’ Mutual Policyholders Are.
CHECKLIST

You owe it to yourself to find the answers to these critical questions!
Will your carrier still be writing professional liability policies
in California at your next renewal?
Will your carrier impose a substantial rate increase at your next
renewal due to unstable market conditions?
Will your carrier continue to insure “your type” of practice
at your next renewal?
Will your carrier leave the marketplace because they can’t secure
sufficient reinsurance for their professional liability program?
Will your carrier offer you a tail of unlimited duration if
they decide to leave the market?

Our policyholders don’t need to worry about these questions. Do you?

Secure Your Future.
Insure With Lawyers’ Mutual.
Investigate Lawyers’ Mutual. Call us directly at (800) 252-2045.
Find us at www.lawyersmutual.com
Email us at lmic@lawyersmutual.com
LAWYERS’ MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

134 N. Kenwood Street

Burbank, CA 91505-4263
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calendar and MCLE event listings

ADR Section
Topic:
The Private ADR Practice
Speaker: Natalie Armstrong, Golden Media
Date:
March 6
Time:
6:00 p.m. Dinner and Program
Place:
SFVBA Conference Room, Woodland Hills
Cost:
$30 members prepaid; $35 at the door
$35 non-members prepaid; $40 at the door
MCLE:
1Hour
Probate and Estate Planning Section
Topic:
Behind the Scenes: L.A. Central Probate Department
Speaker: Brenda Penny, Los Angeles Superior Court
Date:
March 11
Time:
12:00 Noon
Place:
Radisson Hotel, Sherman Oaks
Cost:
$30 members prepaid; $35 at the door
$35 non-members prepaid; $40 at the door
MCLE:
1 Hour
Small Firm and Sole Practitioner Section
Topic:
A Business Matrix: Tools To Build Your Practice
Speaker: Deborah Peters, Neuro Engineering Inc.
Date:
March 14
Time:
12:00 Noon
Place:
SFVBA Conference Room, Woodland Hills
Cost:
$25 members prepaid; $30 at the door
$30 non-members prepaid; $35 at the door
MCLE:
1 Hour
Workers’ Compensation Section
Topic:
Pain Management and WC Cases
Speaker: Dr. N. Grewal
Date:
March 19
Time:
12:00 Noon
Place:
Encino Glen Restaurant, Encino
Cost:
$30 members prepaid; $35 at the door
$35 non-members prepaid; $45 at the door
MCLE:
1 Hour

Information & Reservations 818•227•0490

SIGN ME UP!
SEND CHECK TO SFVBA
21300 Oxnard St., Suite 250
Woodland Hills, CA 91367

SECTION ____________________________________
NAME ______________________________________
STATE BAR # __________________________________
TELEPHONE # ________________________________
CHARGE IT! CC # ________________EXP. DATE ____
SIGNATURE ________________________

Food and beverages served at every MCLE event!
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please note that no credit will be given unless notice of
CALL (818) 227-0490 *cancellation
is provided 48 hours before scheduled event

Litigation Section
Topic:
All I Know About UM/UIM: Recent Developments in
Uninsured and Underinsured Motorist Cases
Speaker: Darryl Graver, Esq.
Date:
March 20
Time:
6:00 p.m. Dinner and Program
Place:
SFVBA Conference Room, Woodland Hills
Cost:
$30 members prepaid; $35 at the door
$35 non-members prepaid; $40 at the door
MCLE:
1Hour
Intellectual Property & Internet
Law Section
Topic:
Software and Computer Related Controversies Between
Users and Vendors
Speaker: Chuck Tigerman, Esq.
Date:
March 21
Time:
8:30 a.m. Breakfast and Program
Place:
Law Offices of Greenberg & Bass, Encino
Cost:
$10 members prepaid; $15 at the door
$15 non-members prepaid; $20 at the door
MCLE:
1 Hour
Family
Topic:
Speakers:
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:
MCLE:

Law Section
Judges’ Night: Meet the Judicial Officers
Judicial Officers
March 24
5:30 p.m.
Encino Glen Restaurant, Encino
$38 members prepaid; $45 at the door
$45 non-members prepaid; $50 at the door
1 Hour

Business Law & Real Property Section
Topic:
Check out the SFVBA website for details
Speaker: Paul Bauducco, Esq. of Lewitt, Hackman, et al
Date:
March 26
Time:
12:00 p.m. Lunch and Program
Place:
SFVBA Conference Room, Woodland Hills
Cost:
$25 members prepaid; $30 at the door
$30 non-members prepaid; $35 at the door
MCLE:
1 Hour
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KRYCLER, ERVIN, TAUBMAN & WALHEIM
C E R T I F I E D P U B L I C A C C O U N TA N T S

Litigation Support
Expert Witness • Forensic Accountants
Family Law Matters • Business Valuations
Loss of Earnings • Damages
OFFICIAL SPONSORS OF THE

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY BAR ASSOCIATION

When you need more than just numbers
...you can count on us.
Call Mike Krycler or Ken Walheim
Phone: (818) 995-1040 • Fax: (818) 995-4124
15303 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 1040
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
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