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THE VERDICT ON ONE DAY, ONE TRIAL

Which of us has not heard or told war
stories about the remarkable men and
women who occupy our jury boxes?  From
our perspective on the bench, we tend to
focus on the problem jurors, the principal
source of our juror anecdotes. As busy as we
are dealing with problem jurors who show
up in our courtrooms, it is easy to lose sight
of the far more formidable difficulties
encountered by our Court staff in just get-
ting those jurors to our courtrooms.

In 1998, the Legislature enacted a one-
sentence statute that struck terror into the
hearts of jury managers everywhere.
Government Code section 68550, in less
than 50 words, declared that every trial court
would adopt the “one day, one trial” system
of jury service by January 2000.  In Los
Angeles County, with its unwieldy jury
pools, the goal seemed unattainable.

How has our Court fared?  What is the
verdict on our compliance with the
Legislature’s mandate?

Despite the obstacles, by 2003 every one
of our trial courts was successfully on the
new system.  Beginning with the summons
process, let’s look at how our Court has been
able to handle the staggering numbers
required to meet our jury trial demands.

The jury summons is how our citizens
are first invited to participate in the process.
The summons contains a simple affidavit
that jurors fill out regarding their qualifica-
tion to serve.  Some prospective jurors find
the affidavit a challenge, responding in a
variety of colorful ways.

One prospective juror expressed concern
over a bladder problem, writing that “I can-
not hold my yearn.”  Okay, but can she hold
her angst?

Yet another described his lack of English
proficiency in this laconic pronouncement:

“Little speaking.”  “Hear small.”  Must be a
Spartan.

Then there’s the prospective juror with
this startling self-description: “I am my soul
source of financial self.  I am a willow.”  This
creative self-description was surpassed, how-
ever, by the juror who wrote: “I would like
to be excused because I’m a NOUN….”

There is no lack of humor in the process
of recruiting jurors.  But a cursory glance at
the numbers involved in the recruitment
process quickly changes the mood from one
of amusement to astonishment.

Every year, more than 3 million prospec-
tive jurors in Los Angeles County are sent
summonses by the Office of the Jury
Commissioner and its director, Gloria
Gomez.

Three million!  The number staggers the
imagination.

Of that 3 million, over 1 million
responses, on the affidavit forms provided,
are returned to Ms. Gomez’s office.
Naturally, the offbeat responses described
above represent a tiny fraction of all respons-
es.  The vast majority, thankfully, are com-
pletely sane and reliable, yielding in excess
of 800,000 qualified jurors a year.

Despite these numbers, the Jury
Commissioner staff of 165 employees
(including Grand Jury staff) manages to keep

BY JUDGE CONRAD ARAGON

continued on page 4
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DON’T THROW OUT THE PLAY-DOH!
As attorneys we are always looking for new and creative ways to present our-

selves to our clients and the public at large.  Our briefs, petitions and client docu-
ments contain recycled material with a new twist.  So it makes sense that an attorney
would look for and discover a new use for Play-Doh.

I just returned from the Ventura Beach Marriott where our Board of Trustees had
our annual retreat.  This year, Play-Doh was the star courtesy of Elizabeth Derrico,
the facilitator from the ABA.  The retreat challenged us to envision what the San
Fernando Valley Bar Association will look like in three years, and then develop a
strategic plan to reach our vision.

Elizabeth shared how her success in building a better bar association encouraged
her to set a new personal goal of making a perfect pie crust that will be the envy of
the best bakers.  The secret is transferring the successful methods we perfected in our
legal professions to any goal we set for ourselves.  We attorneys have spent years
experimenting on succeeding against all odds in an adversarial environment.

Alas, the Play-Doh solution!  Play-Doh is soft, colorful, malleable, and fun.  Play-
Doh creations challenge your imagination and are easily changed until you are satis-
fied with the results.

At the beginning of the session, we broke into five groups. Each group was given
various colors of Play-Doh to use to shape our vision of the future San Fernando
Valley Bar Association.  At first, the Play-Doh unleashed the child in us; but then we
decided to be serious so we could finish before dinner - the reward for the hard work
of playing with Play-Doh.

JACK TRIMARCO & ASSOCIATES
POLYGRAPH/INVESTIGATIONS, INC.

9454 Wilshire Blvd. 6th Floor
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

(310) 247-2637

1361 Avenida De Aprisa
Camarillo, CA 93010

(805) 383-8004

email: jtrimarco@aol.com

Former Inspector General Polygraph Program
Office of Counter Intelligence
U.S. Department of Energy.

Jack Trimarco, President
Former Polygraph Unit Chief

Los Angeles, F.B.I. (1990-1998)

CA. P.I. #20970

Member Society of Former Special Agents
Federal Bureau of Investigation

continued on page 13
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the process moving smoothly.  Jurors
report to 51 different assembly rooms
in courthouses throughout our system.

Of the 800,000 who qualify every
year, more than 400,000 serve.
Imagine, 400,000 Los Angeles County
residents ready and able, and, to vary-
ing degrees, willing to occupy the
courtrooms of the 39 courthouses
around the County where civil and
criminal jury trials are conducted.
Even the tiny Catalina Courthouse,
with a single courtroom, hosts our cit-
izen-jurors for civil and criminal trials.

One can only marvel at the tribute
our County jurors pay to the constitu-
tional ideal of trial by jury of one’s
peers.  Even with the high number of
no-shows, the more than one million
jurors who faithfully respond to the
call of public duty attest to the vigor
of one of our highest ideals of repre-
sentative government.

While the monetary compensation
for such service is embarrassingly pal-
try ($15 per day), we lay out over

$7,000,000 a year in juror per diem
and mileage costs.  Postage alone
amounts to another $1,500,000 annu-
ally.

These citizen-judges allow our
Court to conduct in excess of 6,000
jury trials annually.  Roughly 60 per-
cent of these jury trials are criminal
cases, and of these, the majority are
felony cases.  Of the civil jury trials,
the great majority are unlimited cases.
Not only do our jurors serve, but they
serve in resolving the most difficult
disputes: felonies and civil cases of
unlimited jurisdiction.

Naturally, there are those who do
not appear in response to the sum-
mons.  Some fail to respond for legiti-
mate reasons.  A number are found
not qualified.  Others are excused for
hardship.  Still others are postponed.

Of those failing to respond, an
unacceptably high number are appar-
ently of the opinion that service is
optional.  Their defiance of the sum-
mons has two bad results.  The first is

that those who do respond have to fill
in for those who choose defiance.  The
second is that defiance requires judi-
cial action that consumes limited
resources.  Orders to show cause must
be served, hearings conducted, moni-
toring for compliance with sanctions
engaged.

A series of sanction hearings has
already been conducted and more are
scheduled around the County.
Presiding Judge Robert A. Dukes aptly
put the hearings in perspective: “The
Court has no interest whatsoever in
seeing these sanctions as a source of
money,” he said.  

“Our very highest priority is hav-
ing the people cooperate with us to
ensure that jury service is shared by all
eligible citizens in Los Angeles
County, as mandated by the
Legislature.  Sanctions are a last resort,
but even at that late date, monetary
sanctions may not be imposed if the
person agrees to serve.”

continued on page 8

One Day, One Trial, continued from page 1
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For five years I was CEO of a
Valley real estate company.  The mil-
lion dollar home sales were exciting
and generated good income.  However,
the lesson I learned was that it was the
average priced home sales that gener-
ated the reliable income, the bread and
butter income.

The Lawyer Referral &
Information Service (LRIS) just com-
pleted another outstanding fiscal year.
This year, our strong income was
based on referring a high number of
bread and butter cases.  I consider it a
source of pride that we have referred
so much good business to our attor-
neys.  We also have some multi-thou-
sand or multi-million dollar cases that
we referred this past year.  However,
these cases are still progressing
through the legal process.

I am sure that the LRIS success is
based on our reputation of providing
service that exceeds the highest expec-
tations.  I cannot thank enough the
panel attorneys who assist the individ-
uals we refer to them.  I know these
attorneys as dedicated advocates.
Almost daily, I have experiences with
panel attorneys who have donated
time to help in a difficult matter or to
offer guidance at no charge.

Phone Counselors Gayle and Rosie
made more referrals this past year than
ever before (except the unique year of
the Northridge earthquake).  We made
625 more referrals than last year.
Gayle and Rosie have worked very
hard; impressively, only six referrals
separate the number of referrals each
has made.  This is a good indication
that they are each working at a high
level of performance. They talk to two-

thirds more people than they actually
refer.  They perform demanding and at
times exhausting work. They work
with enthusiasm, empathy and humor.
They are very effective.  

LRIS panel attorneys earned close
to two million dollars in fees.  The
LRIS made 2,749 referrals and we cur-
rently have over 1,200 open cases.  We
had 317 senior referrals and 69 (16%)
modest means referrals.  We believe
that our new limited scope panel has
enabled many clients to be referred to
that panel rather than the modest
means panel.  We will soon be opening
up our limited scope panel to any LRIS
member that practices family law and
has received the limited scope training.
We are in the process of translating
our limited scope brochure into
Spanish.

Van Nuys Self Help Legal Access
Center* seeks Volunteer Attorneys for
on-site and telephonic guidance to Pro
Per litigants:

--No representation or casework.
--Minimal time-commitment.
--Civil matters only.
--Great experience for New Admittees!

Easy and enjoyable Pro Bono!  

Contact:
Carolyn Reznik-Camras,

Pro Bono Director
818/834-7585 or 

creznik-camras@nls-la.org 

*The Center is a collaborative project of the
SFVBA, L.A. Superior Court, L.A. County

Department of Consumer Affairs, and
Neighborhood Legal Services.

continued on page 19

LET THE LAWYER WHO WROTE THE BOOK
HANDLE YOUR CLIENT’S NON-PROFIT FORMATION!

CHARITABLE / RELIGIOUS / EDUCATIONAL
• 100% SUCCESS RATE FOR OVER 33 YEARS - SAIL 

THROUGH THE IRS & FTB!
• ONLY A 10-DAY TURNAROUND TO COMPLETE THE

APPLICATIONS.
• LOWER OVERALL COST - NO ONE IS BETTER AT 

GETTING THE JOB DONE RIGHT THE FIRST TIME!

Marshall A. Glick
attorney at law

6345 Balboa Blvd. Ste. I-300
Encino, CA 91316

(818) 345-2223
www.glicklaw.com

glicklaw@sbcglobal.net

EXPERIENCE / KNOWLEDGE / CONFIDENCE
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HOLIDAY SHOPPING BENEFITS 
COMFORT FOR COURT KIDS

Join the San Fernando Valley Bar Association on
Wednesday, December 1 at Bloomingdale’s Sherman
Oaks for a day of holiday shopping to benefit Comfort
For Court Kids.  Say hello to friends you haven’t seen
lately and get ready for the holidays in style.  

Shopping Works Wonders…Upon your arrival to
the event, please check in at the reception desk on
Level 2 and check in with a Comfort for Court Kids
representative.  Shop during the event, save your
receipts, and return to the reception table.
Bloomingdale’s will then donate 10% of your purchases
to Comfort For Court Kids and give you a $15 elec-
tronic gift card for every $150 you purchase that day.
If you spend $300, you’ll receive two $15 gift cards
and Comfort For Court Kids will receive $30 from
Bloomingdale’s.  It’s that easy!

Comfort for Court Kids, Inc., a publicly support-
ed, 501(c)(3) organization, provides teddy bears to
children appearing in the Edmund D. Edelman
Children’s Court.  The Teddy Bear, a universal symbol
of love and affection, is given to the children to help
them through the confusing and often intimidating
experience while at court and, of course, the children
are allowed to keep their bears when they leave the
courthouse.

In the twelve years since its founding by SFVBA
member L. Ernestine Fields, Comfort for Court Kids
has given away more than 321,000 teddy bears.  The
organization’s Web site can be accessed at
www.courtkids.org.

Wednesday, December 1, 2004 
Bloomingdale’s Sherman Oaks

10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Benefit Shopping

For More Information, please call
San Fernando Valley Bar Association

(818) 227.0490
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By the time this edition of Bar Notes
is published, our organization will have
had its first regular election. Due to our
relationship with and trust in the
SFVBA, your Executive Director Liz
Post has counted our ballots.  We prob-
ably will have retained most of our cur-
rent leaders but we encouraged all attor-
neys to be active and repeatedly gave
instructions for how anyone with inter-
est could have the privilege and burden
of serving fellow attorneys.  So, I may or
may not be President.  In any case the
foundation of this Bar is growing.  We
are all on that upward learning curve on
how to establish and run a successful
organization.

Ron Morgan, our CPA who has
donated his time, has completed the
paperwork for our filing for non-profit
status.  Robert Gardner, rmg@escv.com,
who also donated his services, complet-
ed setting up our initial web page and
attorney forum.  The attorney forum
will allow open-ended legal questions to
be batted around among our member-
ship.  We still need a lot of help here by
Internet savvy attorneys. Please contact
me if you can lend assistance.

The Signal newspaper has offered
our association a weekly column in the
business section on legal issues.  We
need more help from the membership to
make this happen. Isn't there something
you have always wanted to say about
some law, regulation or judgment? The
article presents a good opportunity to
vent and propose new solutions.
Interested? Contact John Shaffrey at
jshaffrey@pooleshaffrey.com.

Co-chairmen Thomas Coleman,
thomas-coleman@sbcglobal.net, and
Barry Edzant, valencialaw@sbcglobal.net,
had a breakfast meeting in September to
foster the workings of our Networking
Committee.  Attorneys with an interest
in referring or receiving referrals should
contact Tom or Barry.  We are especially
interested in involving attorneys whose
practice is in a specialty or limited prac-
tice area.

In October we had our first social
event, a wine tasting at Agua Dulce
Winery, followed by dinner at LeChene.
Because of the generous financial contri-
bution made by Lexis-Nexis, we
changed our October dinner meeting to
offer one hour of MCLE ethics credit.

We are planning something really
special for our November meeting. This
will be the first meeting after our elec-
tion. The meeting will take place on
Thursday, November 18, at the Valencia
Country Club, 27330 North Tourney
Road. Check-in and networking start at
6:00 p.m., dinner and the program
begin at 7:00 p.m.  Please invite your
significant other to this event. Santa
Clarita Valley Mayor Bob Keller will per-
form the swearing-in ceremony, fol-
lowed by a comedy club show.  To make
your reservation, call (818) 227-0490,
ext. 105.

Although our association has decid-

ed that evening meetings were best for

most members, we realize that with the

diversity of our membership, we need to

meet at other times as well. To reach

some attorneys that have not been able

to make evening meetings we have

decided to work on having one meeting

every quarter at lunchtime. Therefore,

our December meeting will be during

the noon period on Thursday, December

16.  Please mark this date on your cal-

endar. The location and details will be

announced later.

Do you have any suggestions as to how

we might improve our association?  Do you

have an interest in getting involved?  Can

you help us in any way?  Please contact me

at lrobwerner@yahoo.com.

BY L. ROB WERNER, SCVBA PRESIDENT
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The first round of sanction hearings took place in
Judge Alice Hill’s San Fernando courtroom over four days
in June.  Fines ranged from one hundred fifty ($150) to
two hundred fifty dollars ($250), and most of those sanc-
tioned were given the option of serving in July or August in
lieu of payment.  As Judge Hill observed: “The sanctions
program was designed to get the attention of non-reporting
jurors and, I think, largely succeeds in doing so.”

The second round took place in Van Nuys in July, fol-
lowed by a third round of hearings in Lancaster in August.
The Court’s sanctions program is not our only response to
the problems surrounding jury service.  Judge Jacqueline
Connor, who heads the Court’s Trial Jurors Committee, has
been a leader in developing innovations in the Court’s
approach to jurors, both to improve the quality of the
jurors’ experience and to make better use of their time
while they are in our courts.  Toward this end, Judge
Connor and the Committee routinely meet with Bar, busi-
ness and community groups to generate broad support and
to recruit volunteers for our juror programs.

Every May since 1995, our Court has held a “Juror
Appreciation Week,” an event that allows the Court, at the
51 assembly locations, to show jurors our gratitude for
their valuable service.  Funds to cover the costs of daily
coffee and donuts—a cherished part of jury service—come
from the juror-fee waiver program.  Bench officers routinely
participate in the events, which include lectures, games,
raffles and refreshments.

The Court tries in as many ways as our contracting
budget allows to provide jurors with accommodations to
ease the burden of service.  For example, the Court won
the Metropolitan Transportation Authority board’s approval
of free MTA bus and train passes to jurors (in lieu of
mileage) serving downtown to ease the transportation bur-
den.  Efforts are underway to expand the program to all the
branch courts.  For jurors who need to stay “connected”
with work or family, the Court provides Internet terminals
at all assembly locations.

As soon as Ms. Gomez’s staff has completed the intake
of jurors, a bench officer is on hand at almost every assem-
bly location to provide an orientation and to answer ques-

tions on jurors’ minds about service.  In addition, there are
videotaped welcome presentations by the Presiding Judge
and Administrative Office of the Courts screened in the
various assembly rooms.

No discussion of jurors is complete without some men-
tion of our Court’s efforts to recruit grand jurors.  Citizen
participation on the criminal grand jury is trouble-free by
comparison to the problems faced in recruiting citizens to
serve on the civil grand jury.

Criminal grand jurors are selected from the same pool
as petit jurors, and serve for 30 days.  Civil grand jurors, by
contrast, serve 12 months, from July 1 to June 30.  Each
grand juror, moreover, must be nominated by a judge, but
each judge may nominate no more than two grand jurors.

Despite aggressive recruiting efforts by the Committee,
including bench officers’ presentations to local civic organi-
zations and extensive use of community-based news media,
recruiting citizens from the diverse minority populations
around the County continues to be a major challenge.
Participation in the civil grand jury by Asian/Pacific
Islanders has been especially disappointing over the years,
although the Committee, and its Chair, Judge Terry Green,
is committed to pursuing outreach programs vigorously.

Judge Green is outspoken on the subject of judges’
responsibilities in nominating grand jurors:  “It is very
important for our colleagues to remember that the nomina-
tion of grand jurors is part of our job.  Although the uni-
verse of people who can serve for a year at a time is small,
each of us has contacts within that universe we can and
should call upon.”

Has our Court successfully met the challenge?  Have
we done everything in our power to recruit qualified jurors
representing a cross-section of our diverse community to
serve on our petit and grand juries?

The results speak for themselves.  When the effort
yields 800,000 qualified jurors a year, only one verdict is
reasonable.  The answer is a resounding “yes!”

This article was reprinted with permission from Gavel 2
Gavel, the Los Angeles Superior Court Judicial Magazine,
Fall 2004.

Certified Tax Law Specialist, CPA
Representation before the IRS, Franchise Tax Board, State
Board of Equalization and other government agencies in
audits and other controversies.  Income and estate tax

preparation and planning, tax opinion letters, transactional
planning, and other tax related matters.
Federal and State Criminal Tax Matters.

Michael D. Daniels
Certified Specialist in Taxation, Board of Legal Specialization, 

State Bar of California
20700 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 227,Woodland Hills, CA 91364

(818) 227-5648

DIRECTOR VCLF OF SFVBA 1980 - 2001

CHAIRMAN SFVBA WORKER'S COMPENSATION

UCLA LAW SCHOOL, 1971

FORMER TRUSTEE OF SFVBA

20% REFERRAL FEE PAID PER STATE BAR RULES 

SECTION SINCE 1987

  

William J. Kropach
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

STATE CERTIFIED SPECIALIST

818-609-7005, EXT. 25
http://home.earthlink.net/~wkropach

One Day, One Trial, continued from page 4
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Phone calls are part of the cacoph-
ony of information that barrages every
one of us on a daily basis.
Communicating by phone is so easy.
However, this ease usually means that
we end up receiving too many calls.
They interrupt our workflow and,
many times, our thought process.  I
have found it necessary to produce
“time out” periods during the day
when I simply am not available for
phone calls.  Otherwise, it would be
impossible to get anything meaningful
done each day.  

This month I want to comment on
handling phone calls not only at the
office but at home as well.

At Work
It is amazing how many people

believe that they can call us and bend
our ear at any time.  It is also amazing
to me the frequency with which these
calls seem to come. For those of you
that have clients who pay on an hourly
basis, they usually learn to call more
expeditiously after receiving the first
few monthly bills.  Unfortunately, at
my firm, because our practice is mostly
bankruptcy, we represent many of our
clients for a flat fee basis.  This pres-
ents a real challenge, as there is no
effective way to discourage frequent
phone calls.  Some days I will receive
as many as forty calls.

Additionally, it is difficult to man-
age what is being said.  Many times we
give advice on significant issues over
the phone.  We need to be clear in
what we say and also find a way to
manage this flow of information.  It is
simply not practical to follow up every
phone call with a letter to confirm
what was said.  For me, this problem is
almost impossible to fight.  I have
found that, for us, it is better to try
and manage the issue than fight it.

We manage our phone calls by
using a computer program called
PHONEslips (see
www.phoneslips.com).  It is a stand-
alone program that only deals with
managing our phone traffic.  There are
phone message components to many of
the current practice management soft-
ware programs such as Time Matters.
However, they are not nearly as easy to
use.

PHONEslips is installed on our
computer network.  When a call comes
in to the receptionist, a message is cre-
ated.  It includes the name of the
caller, where they are calling from,
what they want and their phone num-
ber.  This message is then immediately

sent to the appropriate person’s desk-
top.  When the message comes in, the
user is notified.  A single screen lists
all of the current messages.

When it is time to return calls, a
button is simply pushed and the pro-
gram dials the phone number on your
phone.  After the communication with
the party is complete, you hit a button
that creates a log of the return call.
We even use this to reflect when mes-
sages are left on answering machines.
It automatically inserts the date and
time.  A very short summary of what
was discussed with the client is then
put into the log if it has any import
whatsoever.

Computing Your Phone Calls
BY DAVID R. HAGEN

continued on page 10

Real Estate and Probate Lending

1-800-225-6267
www.bfcloans.com

Client Cash - Attorney Fees - Litigation Costs

Estates and Trusts Bankruptcy Family Law
Taxation Criminal And All Others

Budget Finance specializes in lending to estates and trusts, but
no matter what type of case, we have the solutions for your
clients’ borrowing needs.  Budget and its affiliates have been
providing loan products to the legal community for over 50
years, and have helped over 7500 heirs and estates.

Let us provide the options you need.  Call us for more details.

Loans made pursuant to a Department
of Corporations California Finance

Lenders License.

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER
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The Practice, continued from page 9

We started using this program in June of 1997.  Since
that time, I personally have logged more than 36,200 mes-
sages.

This program is great for several reasons.  First, it is an
easy and paperless way to track phone traffic.  Secondly, a
screen of all incoming phone messages appears on your
desk allowing you to prioritize which calls get returned
first.  Third, if another person in my office can respond to
the call better, I can forward it to them.  Fourth, speed dial-
ing certainly speeds up the process of returning the call.
Fifth, I never lose a phone number because all messages are
saved. Finally, and perhaps most important, it allows me to
produce a complete record of my phone traffic during any
given day.  When we back up each evening, we have a com-
plete record of not only when calls were returned but also
what was said.

One of the easiest complaints for clients to make is that
their phone calls are never returned.  This is such a tired
excuse that it has almost become cliché.  Using this pro-
gram, if I ever get this complaint, I am able to search their
name and tell them the exact date and time that each phone
call was returned.  There have been situations where clients
have complained about calls not being returned.  I have had
to explain to them, for some reason, their recollection is at a
great variance with the data in the computer.  This resolves
the complaint in very short order.  Additionally, if a client
later becomes confused as to what was said, it is easy to
search the phone messages and go back and look at exactly

what advice was given.
This program is relatively inexpensive, easy to use, and I

highly recommend it as it has helped in our practice immea-
surably.  It is easy to install, but we had our computer guys
do it to save time.

At Home
Calls at home present a completely different set of

problems.  All night long, our household receives calls for
refinancing, credit card offers, or our alma mater asking for
donations to the annual fund.  (What the heck is the
“annual fund” anyway?)  All of these calls create a number
of problems.  A person’s house should be somewhere where
you are not forced to respond to the crush of phone calls
that we deal with during the day.  Further, time at home is
our personal time, and it should not be allowed to be inter-
rupted.

I have thought long and hard on what to do to resolve
this problem.  Certainly, the national Do Not Call Registry
is a step in the right direction.  I have tried several other
approaches over the years.

At first, I simply hung up.  However, this seemed a bit
rude.  Further, it allows the caller to simply move on to the
next call without expending a good deal of time.  One of
the reasons that people continue to make cold calls to
houses is because it is profitable.  That is, if they can make
so many calls per hour, chances are a certain number of
people will buy.  Hanging up only allows them to increase

continued on page 14
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The Internal Revenue Service has
asked the San Fernando Valley Bar
Association to share the following informa-
tion with our members and your clients.

The Internal Revenue Service is
warning taxpayers about a fraudulent
scheme targeting non-resident aliens
who have income from a United States
source. The scheme uses fictitious IRS
correspondence and an altered IRS
form in an attempt to trick the foreign
persons into disclosing their personal
and financial data. The information
fraudulently obtained is then used to
steal the taxpayer’s identity and finan-
cial assets.

This scheme has surfaced in South
America, Europe and the Caribbean so
far.

"This is an international variation
of an old scheme where scam artists
try to get valuable information by pre-
tending to be from the IRS," said IRS
Commissioner Mark W. Everson.
"Taxpayers should be wary of
strangers trying to obtain sensitive
personal information, whether it's in
person, over the phone, through the
mail or over the Internet."

Generally, identity thieves use
someone’s personal data to steal his or
her financial accounts, run up charges
on the victim’s existing credit cards,
apply for new loans, credit cards, serv-
ices or benefits in the victim’s name
and even file fraudulent tax returns.

In this particular scam, an altered
IRS Form W-8BEN, “Certificate of
Foreign Status of Beneficial Owner for
United States Tax Withholding,” is
sent with correspondence purportedly
from the IRS to non-resident aliens
who have invested in U.S. property,
such as securities or bonds, and there-
fore have U.S.-sourced income. The
correspondence claims that the recipi-

ent will be taxed at the maximum rate
unless the requested personal and
financial data is entered onto the form
and the form is faxed to the phone
number contained in the correspon-
dence.

The correspondence’s threat is
baseless. In reality, the rate at which a
non-resident alien pays tax to the U.S.
depends on the terms of the tax treaty
the U.S. has with the foreign person’s
country.

There are about 2.5 million non-
resident aliens who receive U.S.-
sourced income, based on the number
of Forms 1042-S that were issued last
year. The 1042-S is used to report the
amount of U.S. income a non-resident
alien earned in that year and the taxes
that were withheld.

The phony W-8BEN form asks the
recipient for detailed personal and
financial information, such as date of

birth; social security number; passport
number; bank name; account number,
type and date opened; e-mail address;
profession; day-time phone number;
how often the recipient visits the U.S.;
and information on the recipient’s
spouse, children and parents.

There is a legitimate IRS Form W-
8BEN, which is used to establish the
non-resident alien’s foreign status and
to determine whether the foreign per-
son is subject to withholding of taxes.
However, the genuine IRS Form W-
8BEN does not ask for any of the per-
sonal information above, except, in
some cases, for a Social Security or
IRS-generated Taxpayer Identification
Number.

In addition, genuine Forms W-
8BEN are sent to the recipients by
their financial institution, not by the
IRS. The financial institution —
whether bank, brokerage firm, insur-
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ance company or other — acts as the non-resident alien’s
withholding agent for any income subject to U.S. income
tax that the foreign person received from a U.S. source. The
W-8BEN is used by the financial institution to establish the
appropriate tax withholding or to determine whether their
customers meet the criteria for remaining exempt from tax
reporting requirements.   

The real Form W-8BEN can be found on this Web site

in the “Forms and Publications” section. The IRS has

already advised financial institutions to alert their overseas

branches to warn their customers about this scam.

The Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration

investigates a wide variety of offenses, including identity

theft related to tax administration. Non-resident aliens who

have received a fraudulent letter and form should report

this to TIGTA by calling the toll-free fraud referral hotline

at 1-800-366-4484, faxing a complaint to 202-927-7018 or

writing to the TIGTA Hotline, P.O. Box 589, Ben Franklin

Station, Washington, D.C. 20044-0589. For more informa-

tion on TIGTA, see TIGTA’s Web site at www.ustreas.gov/tigta.

To help the public recognize and avoid abusive tax

schemes, the IRS offers educational materials on their web-

site at

www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=106788,00.html.

• Member of the SFVBA 
Board of  Trustees since 2002

• Experienced in handling 
Appellate, Federal and State 
Criminal Cases

• Certified Criminal Law Specialist, 
Certified by the Board of Legal
Specialization of the State Bar 
of California

SEYMOUR I. AMSTER

6320 Van Nuys Boulevard, Suite 300

Van Nuys, CA 91401

(818) 947-0104 Fax: (818) 781-8180
siaesq1@aol.com

Attorney at Law
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From the Play-Doh came insight - One group used
Play-Doh to create interconnected circles similar to the
Olympic Rings.  This symbolized growth by interlinking
the San Fernando Valley Bar Association, expansion into
the East Valley members, diversity, and our membership.
The second group used Play-Doh, two water glasses and
one champagne glass to depict the San Fernando Valley Bar
Association, the Los Angeles County Bar Association and
the State Bar of California.  They used the Play-Doh to cre-
ate colorful little balls, flat circles, and candies to depict
individual members, courts and various organizations to
become affiliated.  This symbolized expanding relation-
ships.

The third group molded a set of human hands with a
ball representing the world.  This symbolized the San
Fernando Valley Bar Association, through the Foundation,
the Lawyer Referral and Information Service, the Senior
Center, the Self Help Center, the Mediation Panels and the
Vast Program etc., as helping hands for the community and
its businesses, courts and schools.

The fourth group made a zoo of colorful animals.
Their giraffe was especially symbolic because its long neck
stretches to reach higher leaves.  This group envisioned the
San Fernando Valley Bar Association in 2007 to have grown
and reached new levels, by stretching out to the Valley’s
diverse population, new lawyers, and the East Valley.

The fifth group designed a model of the community

with blue Play-Doh. The San Fernando Valley was made of

brown and green Play-Doh. The San Fernando Valley Bar

Association was symbolized by a tall building topped by a

beacon. Their vision for 2007 was that the San Fernando

Valley Bar Association would be A BEACON FOR THE

COMMUNITY.  

At the conclusion of the Play-Doh exercise, the Board

decided that the San Fernando Valley Bar Association’s

vision for 2007 would be that of a BEACON FOR THE

COMMUNITY.  A beacon sends a light to guide vessels

through the fog.  Our beacon would send a light to guide

our members, the community and the public sector to our

organization as a respected resource in the community.

Not only was the Play-Doh fun, but the candy props

tasted good.  Try it sometime.

To implement our plan of a BEACON FOR THE COM-

MUNITY, a new Strategic Planning Committee was created.

Our President-Elect RICHARD LEWIS is the chairperson of

this new committee.  If you would like to participate in

making our Play-Doh dream a reality, please contact

Richard at (818) 704-0585 to join the committee.

Alice can be contacted at (818) 887-3333 or by email   
at salvolaw@pacbell.net.

Message From the President, continued from page 3
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RICHARD GORDON
Expertise in Federal and California Securities Laws

Compliance – Regulatory – Enforcement
SEC – Department of Corporations

• former Branch Chief with the SEC in Washington, D.C.
• former Chief Regulatory Counsel in SEC/Los Angeles Regional Office
• Arbitrator for National Association of Securities Dealers
• 20+ years private practice experience

OF COUNSEL

LEWITT, HACKMAN, SHAPIRO, MARSHALL & HARLAN
A LAW CORPORATION

16633 Ventura Boulevard • 11th Floor • Encino • CA 91436
(818) 990-2120  •  FAX (818) 981-4764

www.lewitthackman.com

Direct Dial:  (818) 907-3271
RGordon@lewitthackman.com

RICHARD GORDON

• former Branch Chief with the SEC in Washington, D.C.
• former Chief Regulatory Counsel in SEC/ Los Angeles Regional Office
• Arbitrator for National Association of Securities Dealers
• 20+ years private practice experience

LEWITT, HACKMAN, SHAPIRO, MARSHALL & HARLAN
A LAW CORPORATION

24th Year of Service to the 
San Fernando Valley/Southern 

California Legal Community

Messenger Service
Discounts to SFVBA Members

• Noon Court Run - same day filing 
in all So. Cal. Courts

• Process Serving Per Your
Exact Specifications

• Last Minute Court Filings in 
All Southern California Courts

• Mobile Notary
• Custom Courier Routes
• Regular, Rush and Hot Rush 
• Licensed/Bonded/Insured 

Uniformed Messengers
(818) 774-9111 • (323) 851-7500
(310) 273-3002 • (805) 777-7170
“We Don’t Promise Anything 

We Can’t Deliver”

the number of calls they can make in
any hour, thus, increasing their prof-
itability.

We can simply not answer the
phone and wait for the messages to
ring through to the answering service.
However, this makes it very difficult.  I
have had a friend whom I have not
seen for five years just because we can
never seem to get him on the phone.

I tried a smart aleck approach for a
while.  When someone called, I told
them that I was busy but would love to
talk to them and asked for their home
phone number so I could call them
back later.  Ironically this did not work
as they became offended that I would
ask for their home phone number and
lead the way to a much longer discus-
sion.

I have found that the best way to
resolve these problems is simply to put
the phone down.  Don’t hang up, just
put the phone down.  Just let them talk
themselves out.  Every single time they
wear themselves out talking and hang
up.  It only takes a few minutes. This
accomplishes a number of things.

First, it does not feel rude to simply
put the phone down because they do
not know you are doing this.  Second,
it only ties up your phone usually for
two or three minutes.  Third, it signifi-
cantly affects the profitability of what
they are doing.  If we all did this, per-
haps it would not be profitable for
companies to cold call anymore and
the industry would significantly
shrink.  

We all receive thousands of mes-
sages every day.  This includes mes-
sages from the media all the way down
to messages that we receive by virtue of
the clothing that opposing counsel
might be wearing.  In this day and age
when we can communicate so easily
and frequently with each other, it is
important to manage as many of these
types of information as we can.
Hopefully, these suggestions will assist
you in how you manage one small por-
tion of these messages, phone calls.

Dave Hagen is a principal at Merritt &
Hagen. The firm’s practice focuses on
representing individuals and small busi-
nesses in bankruptcy. David Hagen can
be contacted at (818) 992-1940.

The Practice, continued from page 10

17449_BarnotesNov04  10/28/04  10:23 AM  Page 14



November 2004 www.sfvba.org Bar Notes • 15

Don’t get blindsided by a bankruptcy question. Call us first.
We get debtors through bankruptcy like no other firm in the country.

BANKRUPTCY
ANSWERS …WHEN YOU

NEED THEM

• 21 years bankruptcy experience and AV rated.

• Past President, SFVBA (1996-1997)

• Panel Trustee, Central District of California

• Author, Chapter 4, CEB Publication 

Personal and Small Businesses Bankruptcy Practice

Cited by Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Ninth Circuit 

In re Goswami, 304 B.R. 386 (9th Cir. BAP 2003)

818.992.1940                    David R. Hagen
Visit Our Website

ForBankruptcy.com

As the new president of the Valley
Community Legal Foundation, I'm hop-
ing to persuade some of you to become
more actively involved with the
Foundation this year.  We are looking
for both volunteer support and financial
support. 

Last year, the Foundation provided
over $37,000 in scholarships and law-
related grants.  This month, I would like
to highlight a grant we gave to the
SFVBA 's Lawyer Referral & Information
Service to print a brochure on limited
scope legal services in the family law
area.  If you don't practice family law,
you may not realize that in over 70% of
the cases, at least one of the parties does
not have an attorney.  Many of these
individuals believe that an attorney's
assistance would be unaffordable so they
represent themselves, sometimes with
the assistance of a legal document prepa-
ration service.  

Many individuals that represent
themselves in family law cases find that
it is a frustrating experience.  They fre-
quently do no complete their documents

properly, they may not understand the
legal issues, and they frequently have
difficulty moving their case through the
court toward resolution.

In an attempt to help resolve some
of the issues that self-representation cre-
ates in the courts, there has been a
recent trend toward limited scope repre-
sentation in family law cases throughout
the State.  Although some family law
attorneys may only want to work with
clients that are represented by an attor-
ney throughout the case, some attorneys
are open to working with clients on a
more limited basis.

With limited scope representation,
the client handles some aspects of the
case without the attorney and the attor-
ney helps the client with part of the
case.  For example, a limited scope
client may decide that he could afford to
pay an attorney for advice and document
preparation, then decide to go to court
without an attorney. 

The pamphlet on limited scope
services in family law cases explains
how limited scope representation

works.  It also explains the advantages
and the limitations of limited scope
representation.  These brochures are a
service to the community because they
inform individuals in the community
about an additional option for han-
dling their family law cases.

The Lawyer Referral &
Information Service has distributed
these booklets to the Self-Help Center,
attorneys, and the courts in the San
Fernando Valley and Lancaster.  The
LRIS has started making referrals to
attorneys for limited scope representa-
tion.

The Foundation contributes to the
success of other projects as well, which
I look forward to sharing with you.  If
you would like to volunteer your time
or make a financial contribution to the
Foundation, please contact me.

Anne Adams can be contacted at (818)
715-0015 and anneadamslaw@sbcglob-
al.net.

BY ANNE ADAMS
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Romina Arguedas
Neighborhood Legal Services of LA
County
13327 Van Nuys Boulevard 
Pacoima, CA 91331-3099
(818) 492-5235 Fax (818) 834-7540
rarguedas@nls-la.org
Immigration

Darren Barker
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
dbarker@mrllp.com
Insurance Defense

Berta A. Blen
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
Insurance Defense

Christine D. Bolding
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
cbolding@mrllp.com
Litigation

Carol Boyd
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
cboyd@mrllp.com
Appellate

Stephen L. Bucklin
The Bucklin Law Firm
20750 Ventura Blvd. Ste. 201
Woodland Hills, CA 91364
(818) 610-3330 Fax (818) 601-0332
sbucklin@socal.rr.com
General Practice

Alfred A. Calabro Esq.
Calabro & Calabro
128 S. Isabel St. 
Glendale, CA 91205-0000
(818) 240-4812 Fax (818) 240-9137
calabrolaw@aol.com

Megan D. Corcoran
Neighborhood Legal Services 
13327 Van Nuys Boulevard 
Pacoima, CA 91331-3099
(818) 896-5211 Fax (818) 834-7540
mcorcoran@als-la.org
Family Law, Housing

Kevin M. Cruz
Gray, York & Duffy, LLP
15760 Ventura Boulevard 16th Floor
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 907-4000 Fax (818) 783-4551

John R. DaCorsi
DaCorsi & Placencio P.C.
21031 Ventura Boulevard Suite 1200
Woodland Hills, CA 91364
(818) 884-6666 Fax (818) 884-8677
dacorsi@aol.com
Family Law, Litigation

Jay R. Davis
Law Office of Jay R. Davis
4100 W. Alameda Ave. Ste. 206
Burbank, CA 91505
(818) 238-9967 Fax (818) 841-8053
jdavis@sbcglobal.net
Bankruptcy, Healthcare Law

Natasha N. Dawood
Parker Milliken et al.
333 South Hope St. 27th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90071-1488
(213) 683-6685 Fax (213) 683-6669
ndawood@pmcos.com
Litigation

Reid Denham
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
rdenham@mrllp.com
Appellate

Jeffrey D. Farrow
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
jfarrow@mrllp.com
Litigation

Steven M. Freeman
Freeman & Freeman, LLP
21800 Oxnard Street Ste. 790
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
(818) 884-4100 Fax (818) 716-2656
steve@freeman-freeman.com
Family Law

Paul L. Giannini
Law Office of Paul Giannini
6912 Owensmouth Ave. No. 280
Canoga Park, CA 91303
(818) 719-9999 Fax (818) 887-5526
pgian1@earthlink.net
General Practice

Eugene R. Grace
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
egrace@mrllp.com
Appellate

Lydia Hachmeister
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
lhachmeister@mrllp.com
Appellate

Zaher Hanna
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
zhanna@mrllp.com
Insurance Defense

Ryan D. Harvey
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
rharvey@mrllp.com
Litigation

Dean B. Herman
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
dherman@mrllp.com
Business Litigation, Insurance, Litigation

Steven H. Hong
Parker Milliken et al.
333 South Hope St. 27th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90071-1488
(213) 683-6500 Fax (213) 683-6669
shong@pmcos.com
Corporate Law

Steven P. Inman II
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
sinman@mrllp.com
Litigation

Gary H. Klein
Gray, York & Duffy, LLP
15760 Ventura Boulevard 16th Floor
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 907-4000 Fax (818) 783-4551

Dana A. Kravetz
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
dkravetz@mrllp.com
Business Law, Employment, Insurance,
Insurance Litigation

Heather F. Lunn
Gray, York & Duffy, LLP
15760 Ventura Boulevard 16th Floor
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 907-4000 Fax (818) 783-4551

Gary D. Mann
Fitch, Even, Tabin & Flannery
21800 Oxnard Street Ste. 780
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
(818) 715-7025 Fax (818) 715-7033
gmann@fitcheven.com
Intellectual Property

THE FOLLOWING JOINED THE SFVBA IN SEPTEMBER 2004:
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The San Fernando Valley Bar Association,
conveniently located in Warner Center,
has available its executive boardroom for
depositions, hearings, and mediations.
The 600 square foot conference room
easily accommodates 20 people.  An
adjoining conference room is perfect for
breakout sessions and private meetings.

Amenities include:
• coffee service
• ample free parking
• table data/electrical jacks
• white board
• retractable overhead screen
• television/VCR

Our dedicated and professional staff 
is ready to accommodate your 
special needs.

NEUTRAL LOCATION 
FOR MEDIATIONS 

AND DEPOSITIONS

Only $125 a day for SFVBA Members.  
For more information, call Rosie at 

(818) 227-0490, ext. 100.

Jill M. May
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
jmay@mrllp.com
Litigation

Alexandra K. Mells
Neighborhood Legal Services of LA
County
13327 Van Nuys Boulevard 
Pacoima, CA 91331-3099
(818) 374-2100 Fax (818) 989-8904
amells@nls-la.org
Family Law

Murali Menon
9009 Whitaker Ave 
North Hills, CA 91343
(305) 206-5126 Fax (818) 893-9347
muralimenon33@yahoo.com
Bankruptcy, Real Property

Larry Nathenson
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
lnathenson@mrllp.com
Business Litigation, Insurance,
Insurance Litigation

Richard Neumeyer
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
rneumeyer@mrllp.com
Litigation

Scott Newman
18620 Kenya Street 
Northridge, CA 91326
(812) 320-4572
scanewma@indiana.edu
Law Student

Kathleen Watte Nichols
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
Litigation

Gary Rand Esq.
Gary Rand & Suzanne Rand-Lewis,
PLC
5990 Sepulveda Blvd. Ste. 330
Van Nuys, CA 91411
(818) 779-1720 Fax (818) 779-1730
randandlewislaw@aol.com
Business Law, Litigation

Suzanne E. Rand-Lewis Esq.
Gary Rand & Suzanne Rand-Lewis,
PLC
5990 Sepulveda Blvd. Ste. 330
Van Nuys, CA 91411
(818) 779-1720 Fax (818) 779-1730
randandlewis@aol.com
Business Law, Litigation

Daniel F. Sanchez
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax 
dsanchez@mrllp.com
Appellate

Matthew S. Shorr
Gray, York & Duffy, LLP
15760 Ventura Boulevard 16th Floor
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 907-4000 Fax (818) 783-4551

Isaac B. Simon
Parker Milliken et al.
333 South Hope St. 27th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90071-1488
(213) 683-6500 Fax (213) 683-6669
isimon@pmcos.com
Litigation

Katherine Tatikian
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
ktatikian@mrllp.com
Appellate

Lissa D. Tomich
Michelman & Robinson LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd. Suite 500
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 783-5530 Fax (818) 783-5507
ltomich@mrllp.com
Litigation

Alan I. Tzinberg
Gray, York & Duffy, LLP
15760 Ventura Boulevard 16th Floor
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 907-4000 Fax (818) 783-4551

Wendy H. Vaughn
Neighborhood Legal Services of LA
County
13327 Van Nuys Boulevard 
Pacoima, CA 91331-3099
(818) 834-7589 Fax (818) 896-6647
wvaughn@nls-la.org
Family Law, Poverty Law

William E. Weinberger
Parker Milliken et al.
333 South Hope St. 27th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90071-1488
(213) 683-6665 Fax (213) 683-6669
wweinberger@pmcos.com
Litigation

Wendy Widlus Esq.
15233 Ventura Blvd. Ste.410
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
(310) 701-9514 Fax (323) 512-8227
ww@earthlink.net
Alternative Dispute Resolution,
Criminal
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MBNA offers members the exclusive Platinum 
Plus MasterCard. Call (800) 457-3714. 
Mention priority code OMKA.

Contact the SFVBA office to receive a package of
discount coupons & membership cards for Southern
California’s major theme parks and attractions.

Chase Manhattan Mortgage gives members 1/2
point fee discount on fixed and adjustable rate 
programs. Call John Bartnicki at (818) 226-0888.

SFVBA members save $10 on new AAA Membership.
Please also ask us about new insurance with many avail-

able discounts. Call Nell Derderian at (805) 306-8181.

Attorney Services of Southern California offers
SFVBA Members who open a new account FREE
court filing service and guarantee to beat current
process service rates. Call (818) 772-4795.

Now Messenger Service offers members who open
new accounts a 5% discount off their current rates.

Call (818) 774-9111.

SFVBA rents its Executive Boardroom for depositions
and hearings. Amenities include breakout room, 
beverage service, and free parking. Only $125 per day.

Receive 5% monthly discount and special equipment
pricing through AT&T Wireless Services. 
Stop by your AT&T wireless store or call Marisa
Marchman at (818) 654-1123. Mention Code 50001405.

Join Southland Civic Federal Credit Union and gain
access to great interest rates on deposits and loans, no

fee traveler checks, and more. Call (800) 426-1917.

SFVBA attorney members receive free library privileges
at the University of West L.A. San Fernando Valley
Campus in Warner Center. Call (818) 883-0529 for
library hours.

Spectrum Clubs offers SFVBA members corporate dis-
count rates on health club memberships with a sav-
ings of $14 - $22 per month and a waiver of the $99
initiation fee. Canoga Park, Valencia and Thousand oaks locations. To
sign up, contact Kevin Brown in Canoga Park at (818) 884-5034.

Save 20% on investigative services. Contact J R
Investigations (818) 704-9925.

Attention All Lawyers
Need Office Help?

Receptionist • Legal Secretary
Filing Clerk • Calendar Clerk

Document Manager
Copy/Mail Room Assistant

Litigation Assistant
Entry-Level Paralegal

Paralegal

Here’s what our paralegal and legal secretary
students and graduates can do:

• Perform legal research, legal analysis, case briefin-
gs, Shepardizing, and draft memorandums.

• Draft complaints, answers, interrogatories, special
interrogatories, discovery documents and prepare
responses (constructed full text pleadings as well
as form pleadings).

• Draft motions, including Motion for Summary
Judgment and prepare trial notebook.

• Perform initial client intake and other organizational
duties pertaining to a busy law practice.

• Substantive knowledge in the areas of family law,
bankruptcy procedures, transactional law (contracts,
entertainment, intellectual property), employment
law, and criminal/constitutional law.

• Hands-on experience in working with litigants as a
result of an intensive Externship Program with local
self-help legal clinics.

Teaching Opportunities
We are currently seeking experienced paralegal

instructors (attorneys) in the following areas:
Family Law • Transactional

Los Angeles Valley College
Extension Program
5800 Fulton Avenue

Valley Glen, California 91401
(818) 947-2320 (phone)

(818) 947-2930 (fax)
Goldmaa@lavc.edu (email)

www.lavc.edu (website)

Use our free

Job Listing Form

inside this issue!

Service is Free!
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LRIS, continued from page 5

The top source of referral business
was attorneys who referred clients and
individuals to the LRIS.  The largest
number of referrals was made in the
area of family law.  We had 23 new
attorneys join the panel.

Many administrators of other bar
associations’ lawyer referral services
comment on the lack of support and
the lack of vision shown by their lead-
ership.  In the five years I have been
LRIS director, I have always enjoyed
the full support of the LRIS
Committee and our Board of Trustees.
Because of their leadership and guid-
ance, the public and the Courts con-
sider the LRIS a valuable and reliable
resource.  Because of their standards,
the LRIS referral staff provides excep-
tional service.  Because of their con-
cern for the LRIS attorneys, the refer-
ral service is a productive source of
business for attorneys.  

This year the co-chairs of the LRIS
Committee are Christine Lyden,
Donna Laurent, and Hillary Grosberg.
In the past few months each of them
has donated extra time to assist with
the administration of the LRIS.  I ask
for their help and they provide it with
finesse and competence.

Because we had a productive and
profitable year, we are expanding our
marketing with some advertising in
the Daily News.  A new marketing
piece has just been published.  We
have some other ideas that the LRIS
Committee and staff are pursuing to
further increase visibility and market
share.  

In November we elect a President,
a few Senators, and several members
of Congress.  This is probably a good
time to recall something said by an
English politician, George Savile in the
1600s.  “It is a general mistake to
think the men (and women) we like
are good for everything, and those we
do not, good for nothing.” 

• CH-13 Refinancing (Up to 85% of value)
• CH-7 (1 day old) Purchase or Refinance
• 100% Financing with recent Bankruptcy
• Difficult Transactions? . . . . . . . . .No Problem!
• Low credit scores?  . . . . . . . . . . . .No Problem!
• 6 Month old Foreclosure?  . . . . . .No Problem!
• Self Employed? No 1040s  . . . . . .No Problem!

Ivan Sanzana – President
(661) 600-2007

www.sanmarinofinancial.com
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

LENDER

Environmental Transactions &
Litigation Since 1982

STEPHEN T. HOLZER

Parker, Milliken, Clark, O’Hara & Samuelian,
a prof. corp.

Phone: (213) 683-6671
E-mail: sholzer@pmcos.com

PRO F E S S I O N A L RE A L ES TAT E SE RV I C E S

Subscribers of Time Warner Cable in
the West San Fernando Valley can view
new and rerun episodes of Legal
Forum on Friday nights at 6:30 p.m.
on Channel 34. The cable series, pro-
duced by the SFVBA LRIS, began a
fourteen-week run on October 1.
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ATTORNEY TO
ATTORNEY REFERRALS…
APPEALS & TRIALS
$95/hour. I'm an experienced trial/appellate
attorney, Law Review. I'll handle your appeals,
trials or assist with litigation. Alan Goldberg
(818) 421-5328.

EMPLOYMENT LITIGATION
Sexual Harassment Discrimination, Wrongful
Termination, QuiTam/ Whistleblower, Overtime
Violations, etc. 25% Referral Fee paid to attor-
neys per State Bar Rules. Law Offices of Jill B.
Shigut  (818) 708-6655.

PATENT, TRADEMARK & COPYRIGHT
Over 17 years full service IP-patent and trade-
mark procurement, infringement clearance and
litigation. Many projects at fixed reasonable
rates. David L. Hoffman, Esq. (661) 775-0300.

PRIVATE AND LASC MEDIATION
Assisted resolution of real estate and business
disputes. David I. Karp, Mediation Services.
SBN 90608. (818) 781-145.  
david@karpmediation.com.

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY/SSI
Extensive experience in Social Security
Disability/SSI, all levels of appeals, including fed-
eral litigation. 20% referral fee paid to attorneys
per State Bar Rules. Irene Ruzin (818) 325-2888.

STATE BAR CERT. WORKERS COMP SPECIALIST
Over 25 years experience-quality practice. 
20% Referral fee paid to attorneys per State 
Bar rules. Jack Goodchild, PLC 
(818) 380-1600.

TRADEMARK APPLICATIONS
Don’t your clients deserve quality and fast serv-
ice?  Alan I. Cyrlin, Esq. U.S. and international
trademark registration. AlanCyrlin@msn.com/
818-609-2367.   The Alacrity Advantage. SM

WORKERS’ COMP & SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY SPECIALIST
Over 20 Years Experience. 20% Referral Fee paid
to Attorneys per State Bar Rules. 
State Bar Certified. Robert Lee Finestone 
(818) 879-9950 • (805) 496-3477.

WRONGFUL TERMINATION
25% Referral Fee paid to attorneys per State Bar
Rules on Wrongful Termination, Sexual 
Harassment, Discrimination, and Federal False
Claim Cases. 20+ years experience; Heavy Jury
Trial Experience. Danz & Gerber (818) 783-7300

EXPERT…
STATE BAR DEFENSE & PREVENTATIVE LAW
Former: State Bar Prosecutor; Judge Pro Tem.
Legal Malpractice Expert, Bd. Certified CA &
ABA. BS, MBA, JD, CAOC, ASCDC. (818) 986-
9890 Fmr. Chair SFBA Ethics, Litigation. Phillip
Feldman.  www.LegalMalpracticeExperts.com.
StateBarDefense@aol.com

SPACE AVAILABLE…
CANOGA PARK
Congenial Office for rent. Amenities; Overflow.
Call Ron (818) 340-3116.

ENCINO
Premium Encino executive suites include recep-
tionist, conference room, tax library, kitchen.
Photocopying, underground parking available.
15821 Ventura Blvd Suite 275. Call T. Ball. 
(818) 990-6363

Encino Office location with 1 or 2 offices avail-
able plus secretarial bay, conference room
access, along with underground parking avail-
able for 2 or 3 people.  Contact Rosann Crismore
at (818) 342-3588 ext. 203.

6+ offices available in the ENCINO LAW CEN-
TER.  Immediate occupancy.  Conf. rooms on
each floor, two law libraries, valet parking for
clients.  Properties West Investment Real Estate
(818) 788-3651.

NORTH HOLLYWOOD
Prime Office Space.  Five large law offices with
secretarial bays available on top floor of The
Academy Tower (5200 Lankershim Blvd.) in
booming NoHo Arts District, 8500 sq. ft. suite,
dramatic conference room with view of Valley,
library, large work and storage areas, DSL net-
work access and phone system available.  Call
(818) 506-1500.

SHERMAN OAKS
Mediators and others in need of space.
Outstanding facilities in Sherman Oaks at
101/Coldwater.  Free parking, superb conference
space and reception areas available on half day
rental basis for only $50.  Call (818) 781-5810
for reservations.

Executive suites available.  Includes receptionist,
conf. rooms, kitchen, photocopying facilities,
and parking.  High speed T1 Internet connection
available.  14156 Magnolia Blvd.  Call Eric (818)
784-8700, ext. 119.

VAN NUYS
Adjacent to Van Nuys courthouse.  Mini-suite
including secretarial area. Window offices (3)
available.  Includes receptionist, conference
room, copier and fax.  Reasonable rent.  Call
Dianne Myers (818) 947-0118.

VENTURA COUNTY
Get in Ventura!  Space available, 1 or more
offices in 5-star Tower – Ventura County’s pre-
mier office address.  Multiple conf. rooms and
full amenities available.  Terms available from
hourly to annually.  Contact DK at (805) 988-
4848.

WOODLAND HILLS
Terrific penthouse on Ventura Blvd. in Warner
Center with great views. 3 11x14 available.
Secretarial bay, kitchen, large conference rooms,
library, full amenities. Must see.  Call Jean (818)
716-7200 x150.

Office bay available, 2nd floor professional
building, desk with return, reception room, file
cabinet, copier use, legal reference materials,
paralegals available, conf. room, parking and
many other amenities.  Call (818) 348-3806.

Prime Warner Center.  One 10x14 window office
($850 mo. unfurnished, $950 mo. furnished)
w/beautiful view.  Two secretarials ($350/mo.)
also available.  Adjacent conf. room.  Likely
overflow.  Ken Gaines (818) 703-8985.

SUPPORT SERVICES…
NOTARY OF THE VALLEY
Traveling Notary Public. 24 hours-7 Days.
Attorneys’ Office • Clients’ Office • Homes •
Hospitals • Jails. David Kaplan (818) 902-3853
SFVBA Assoc. Mbr. www.notaryofthevalley.com

PERFECT TIMING WITH J. LEE
Timeslips, legal correspondence and documents.
Flexible weekend hours.  $35 per hour.  Please
call (818) 429-2698.
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MICHELMAN     ROBINSON, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

www.mrllp.com

MICHELMAN & ROBINSON, LLP 
a full service law firm

Areas of Practice:
• Banking and Premium Financing
• Commercial and Employment 
   Litigation
• Corporate, Securities, and Business 
   Transactions
• Healthcare and Medical Law
• Insurance Litigation/Coverage
• Intellectual Property, Unfair Competition 
   and Trade Secrets
• Legislative and Administrative Advocacy
• Real Estate and Commercial Leasing

Orange County Office
4 Hutton Centre, Suite 300 
Santa Ana, California 92707

Tel: 714-557-7990  
Fax: 714-557-7991

Los Angeles Office
15760 Ventura Blvd, Suite 500 

Encino, California 91436
Tel: 818-783-5530  
Fax: 818-783-5507  
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Self-Help Center Attorney Training Part I
Topic: Family-Based Immigration Basics
Speakers: Romina Arguedas Pailey and Carolyn Reznik-Camras, 

Neighborhood Legal Services
Date: November 1
Time: 12:00 Noon Lunch and Program
Place: SFVBA Conference Room
Cost: Free to Self-Help Center Volunteers!
MCLE: 2 Hours

Probate & Estate Planning Section
Topic: Elder Abuse Issues
Speaker: John Merrill, Adult Protective Services
Date: November 9
Time: 12:00 Noon
Place: Encino Glen Restaurant, Encino
Cost: $30 members prepaid; $35 at the door

$35 non-members prepaid; $40 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour

Small Firm & Sole Practitioner Section
Topic: Mold Cases
Speaker:    Tim O’Connor
Date: November 10
Time: 12:00 p.m.  Lunch and Program
Place: SFVBA Conference Room, Woodland Hills
Cost: $20 members prepaid; $25 at the door

$30 non-members prepaid; $35 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour

ADR Section
Topic: Professional Development for ADR Professionals 

in 2005:  Use of Court Mediation Programs in 
Federal, Appellate and Superior Courts, with an 
Update on the LASC Paid Panel

Date: November 10
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: SFVBA Conference Room, Woodland Hills
Cost: $30 members prepaid; $35 at the door

$35 non-members prepaid; $40 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour 

Self-Help Center Attorney Training Part II
Topic: Preparing a Family-Based Visa Petition (I-130)
Speakers: Romina Arguedas Pailey and Carolyn Reznik-Camras, 

Neighborhood Legal Services
Date: November 15
Time: 12:00 Noon Lunch and Program
Place: SFVBA Conference Room
Cost: Free to Self-Help Center Volunteers!
MCLE: 2 Hours

Workers’ Compensation Section
Topic: Denial of Private or Group Disability Benefits: Steps to 

Take Before Litigation or Referral
Speaker: George Kingsley, Esq.
Date: November 17
Time: 12:00 Noon
Place: The Encino Glen Restaurant

16821 Burbank Boulevard, Encino
Cost: $30 Members prepaid; $35 at the door

$35 Non-Members prepaid; 
$45 Non-Members at the door

MCLE: 1 Hour

Litigation Section
Topic: Getting the Goods:  Information Gathering Post 9/11
Speaker: Mitchell Herman, Stein Investigations
Date: November 18
Time: 6:00 p.m.  Dinner and Program
Place: SFVBA Conference Room, Woodland Hills
Cost: $30 members prepaid; $35 at the door

$35 non-members prepaid; $40 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour 

Intellectual Property, Entertainment Law
& Internet Law Section
Topic: CNN is in the Lobby:  P.R. and Media Strategy for 

Attorneys and their Clients
Speaker: Robert Sax, President, SAX Public Relations
Date: November 19
Time: 8:30 a.m.  Breakfast and Program
Place: Greenberg & Bass, Encino
Cost: $10 members prepaid; $15 at the door

$15 non-members prepaid; $20 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour

Family Law Section and Probate & Estate
Planning Section
Topic: Crossover Issues Between Family Law and Probate
Speaker: James Cox, Esq.
Date: November 22
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Place: Encino Glen Restaurant, Encino
Cost: $38 members prepaid; $45 at the door

$45 non-members prepaid; $50 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour 

Business Law Section and Litigation
Section
Topic: Bankruptcy Basics for the Non-Bankruptcy Practitioner
Panel: David Lally, Esq.; U.S. Trustee Speaker T.B.A.; 

Steven Fox, Moderator
Date: December 1
Time: 12:00 p.m.  Lunch and Program
Place: SFVBA Conference Room, Woodland Hills
Cost: $25 members prepaid; $30 at the door

$30 non-members prepaid; $35 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour

SEND CHECK TO
SFVBA

21300 Oxnard St.,
Suite 250

Woodland Hills, CA
91367

Food and beverages served at every MCLE event!

SIGN ME UP!

* Please note that no credit will be given unless notice of 
cancellation is provided 48 hours before scheduled event

SECTION __________________________________

NAME ____________________________________

STATE BAR # ______________________________

TELEPHONE # ______________________________

CHARGE IT! __________________

CC #__________________________EXP. DATE ________

SIGNATURE __________________

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL (818) 227-0490  EXT. 105
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Litigation Support  •  Expert Witness 
Forensic Accountants  • Family Law Matters

Business Valuations  •  Loss of Earnings  •  Damages

OFFICIAL SPONSORS OF THE
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY BAR ASSOCIATION

Member SEC Practice Section
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants

When you need more than just numbers...you can count on us...

Call Mike Krycler or Ken Walheim

21300 Oxnard Street, Suite 250
Woodland Hills, CA 91367

PRESORTED 
STANDARD

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
CANOGA PARK, CA
PERMIT NO. 348

Change Service Requested

Phone: (818)995-1040

Fax: (818)995-4124

15303 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 1040

Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

E-mail: INFO@KETW.COM

Visit us @ www.KETW.COM
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