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AFTER THE RAINS
The unusually heavy rains - 36 inches
in Los Angeles this season - have sent hillsides slumping, damaging or destroying
many homes and roads, and turning creeks
and washes into raging rivers
According to the Insurance Information
Institute, thousands of homeowners and
flood insurance claims have been filed in
Southern California following these record
rains.
The San Fernando Valley Bar
Association Business Law, Real Property,
Employment Law & Bankruptcy Section’s
Annual Construction Law Seminar will
focus on the anticipated legally related construction defect fallout from that deluge.
The half-day seminar will be held on
June 3, 2005 at the University of West Los
Angeles in Woodland Hills.
According to the program’s moderator,
retired judge Marvin D. Rowen, “Construction related defects in residential and commercial real property are a perplexing and ongoing
problem facing homeowner and business real
property owners in every community.”
“Oftentimes those defects first present
themselves or are exacerbated by stresses
caused by a natural phenomena such as
earthquakes or unusually heavy rainfall.”

Program coordinator and land use
attorney Fred Gaines adds, “The recent
rainstorms and corresponding landslides
raise a number of issues in real property,
construction and land use law. Our seminar
will focus on these issues and the subsequent insurance claims and litigation.”
Two of Los Angeles’ leading construction law litigators Chris Roux and George
Knopfler will discuss current cases dealing
with storm damage, landslides and construction defect; Stan Shure, of counsel to
Morgan Lewis, will address insurance coverage issues; and James Acret, well-known
author of books on construction law, will
discuss the disparities of the mechanic’s lien
and contractor's license laws.
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. and the
program concludes at 1:30 p.m. Attorneys
will earn four hours of MCLE. The $55
early registration fee for members includes
continental breakfast and lunch. The seminar is being sponsored by East West Bank.
For more information or to register for
the seminar, contact SFVBA Events
Coordinator Linda Temkin at (818) 2270490, ext. 105 or events@sfvba.org.

SFVBA Seeks Volunteers ................17
for Vast Program

Classified Ads ..................................20

Calendar of Events
Page 23

L-R: SFVBA President Alice A. Salvo joined Sheriff Lee Baca and City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo at
the “Don’t be Fooled” campaign event at the Van Nuys courthouse on April 1. In response to a growing number of consumer complaints about fraud and botched legal cases by paralegals, notarios and
legal document preparers, a coalition of legal services organizations and government agencies aim to
tell people where to get free and effective legal services, and bring civil and criminal cases against
scammers. Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky and Attorney General Bill Lockyer addressed the crowd.
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HOW FULL IS YOUR GLASS?
Issues raised in the Terri Schiavo matter, HIPAA, high profile criminal matters,
sexual abuse cases and domestic partnerships can create legal nightmares or
opportunities depending on whether you
believe the glass is half empty or half full.
For believers in the half full
approach, these issues raise exciting challenges. For believers in the half empty
approach, these issues raise difficult challenges. Either way, bring your questions,
join the fun or lessen the stress by attending our section meetings. The meetings
provide a forum for networking with
other lawyers practicing in a specific field
and encourage sharing options for handling these new challenges facing us.
Family Law Section
California’s Domestic Partnership Law
gives registered partner of the same sex
and the opposite sex the same rights and
responsibilities as married couples. These
include community property, alimony and
child support rights.
Learn the tricks to winning and
enforcing custody matters and dealing
with the challenges as to Special Needs
Children.
Do you know and understand the
new language making it easier to obtain
attorneys fees?
Did you know the specific requirement for conducting drug testing in custody cases?

The Family Law meetings are open to
everyone.
Business Law, Real Property, Employment Law & Bankruptcy Section
Every year new cases are decided
which change the landscape of employment law. This year, the two most critical
new laws concern meal and rest rules,
and sexual harassment.
This Section recently had an exciting
meeting on “Tips and Traps for the
Unwary Attorney Employer”. Key topics
for questions and discussions included:
how to classify support staff (employees
or independent contractors); compliant
time sheets; and how we attorneys can
avoid violating employment laws.
The Section is looking to benefit its
members by offering a networking group
and would love to see more attorneys participate.
Criminal Law Section
In the past, high profile criminal
defendants have been vulnerable in
defending against charges of rape, sexual
abuse or molestation allegations due to
the biased interpretation of the alleged
evidence by expert medical witnesses
hired by the prosecutors. In high profile
criminal cases, the media has tried and
convicted the high profile defendant withcontinued on page 6

P R O F E S S I O N A L R E A L E S TAT E S E RV I C E S
• CH-13 Refinancing (Up to 85% of value).
• CH-7 (1 day old) Purchase or Refinance.
• 100% Financing with recent Bankruptcy.
• Difficult Transactions? . . . . . . . . .No Problem!
• Low credit scores? . . . . . . . . . . . .No Problem!
• 6 Month old Foreclosure? . . . . . .No Problem!
• Self Employed? No 1040s? . . . . .No Problem!

Ivan Sanzana – President

(661) 600-2007

www.sanmarinofinancial.com

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
LENDER
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MICHELMAN & ROBINSON, LLP
a full service law firm
Areas of Practice:
• Banking and Premium Financing
• Commercial and Employment
Litigation
• Corporate, Securities, and Business
Transactions
• Healthcare and Medical Law
• Insurance Litigation/Coverage
• Intellectual Property, Unfair Competition
and Trade Secrets
• Legislative and Administrative Advocacy
• Real Estate and Commercial Leasing

MICHELMAN

ROBINSON, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Los Angeles Office
15760 Ventura Blvd, Suite 500
Encino, California 91436
Tel: 818-783-5530
Fax: 818-783-5507

Orange County Office
4 Hutton Centre, Suite 300
Santa Ana, California 92707
Tel: 714-557-7990
Fax: 714-557-7991

www.mrllp.com
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On April Fools’ Day, Neighborhood Legal Services publicized the
problems and dangers of fraudulent
legal services providers. The message
was to be careful and selective about
whom you turn to for legal services.
The problems of unauthorized practice
of law have grown because of the
increasing numbers of people who do
not receive or cannot afford representation by licensed attorneys.
According to the California
Commission on Access to Justice’s
“Path to Equal Justice”, a 2002 study,
only 28% of the legal needs of lowincome Californians are being met. In
California, there are approximately
10,000 low-income persons per legal
aid attorney.
The U.S. Trustee for the Central
District of California has developed
strict guidelines for non attorneys who
prepare documents for filing. The
main guideline is that “a bankruptcy
petition preparer (non-lawyer) may
only type forms.” The Trustee then
lists all of the acts in a bankruptcy
that constitute the practice of law and
that a non-lawyer cannot perform.
Clearly, there is recognition that “L.A.,
we have a problem.”
“However, the best available
research suggests that the American
legal profession averages less than half
an hour a week and under half a dollar a day in pro bono contributions,
most of which goes to help family,
friends, and charitable causes that
largely benefit middle and upper
income groups.” (The Professional
Lawyer Spring 2005)
In 2002, the ABA’s Litigation
Section conducted a survey about the

www.sfvba.org

public perceptions of lawyers; 81% of
the public surveyed wanted lawyers to
help educate the public about how to
handle common legal problems and
63% wanted lawyers to provide more
public service and pro bono work. So
the perception, and to an extent the
reality, is that lawyers need to provide
more meaningfully targeted pro bono
services.
I personally know many attorneys
who provide reduced fee services or
do pro bono work. Recently, a woman
called from a facility for the disabled.
She was trying to collect back support.
Her divorce had been granted in the
Van Nuys Court but the woman did
not have the case number. She had
only a vague idea of where her ex-husband might be. Donna Laurent volunteered to help with this. Donna is a
certified Family Law specialist and has
a busy practice. She is a member of
the SFVBA Board of Trustees, co-Chair
of our LRIS Committee, and an LRIS
panel attorney. She is also a wife and
mother. Working on a pro bono basis,
Donna obtained the file and located
the ex-husband. The woman has now
communicated with her husband and
agreed upon a settlement.

Bar Notes • 5

I understand the pressures inherent in the practice of law and especially for the solo and small firm practitioners. LRIS staff also hears on a
minute by minute basis the needs of
the public for effective and competent
representation. One of the most difficult aspects of this job is not being
able to refer someone who has a real
need.
There are new means to assist
many who contact us, including the
new 211 social service phone network,
that beginning in July 2005, will lead
callers efficiently to health and human
services in Los Angeles County.
The goal of the newly created Los
Angeles Pro Bono Council is to get
more law firms committed to providing pro bono services. In addition, the
Council will find programs and ways
to fulfill pro bono obligations.
More than 100 Southern
California Justice Corps students are
guiding individuals at the self-help
centers through the maze of divorces,
landlord-tenant disputes, civil restraining orders and other matters.
continued on page 8
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President’s Message, continued from page 3

out looking at the hard (physical) evidence required to convict a defendant of child abuse.
Now, the defense attorneys have their own expert medical witness to challenge the prosecutor’s alleged evidence of
rape, sexual abuse, or molestation. At its April 26 meeting,
the Criminal Law Section brought in the defense’s expert
medical doctor who is leveling the playing field in these
high profile cases.
Probate & Estate Planning Section
Ever since the media coverage sensationalized the tugof-war between Terri Schiavo’s parents asking the courts to
leave her feeding tube in and her husband asking the courts
to remove her feeding tube and allow her to die, our telephones have been ringing with requests asking what to do
so that this does not happen in their family. LRIS Director
Michele Morley has been working with senior groups
requesting speakers and information on how to avoid the
Schiavo fight.
Did you know that the California Domestic Partnership
Law includes same sex and opposite sex committed relationship? Domestic Partnership laws give intestacy rights to
registered partners. We probate attorneys are busying creating reciprocal trusts for domestic partners.
The Federal Government passed HIPAA (Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 - 42

USC 1320d and 45 CFR 160-164), a privacy law to protect
our medical information. Do you need ideas on how to deal
with a doctor who is reluctant to provide information on
his/her patient’s competency that would allow another party
to step in under a Power of Attorney or Trust to handle
his/her patient’s assets and hides behind HIPAA?
Please remember that our sections are designed to assist
you, your clients and your business. Most programs are
designed to provide you MCLE credit. On the inside of the
back cover of Bar Notes, the dates, time, location, topic, and
speakers for the section meetings are listed. If you have
questions on the sections, call SFVBA Events Coordinator
Linda Temkin at (818) 227-0490, ext. 105. Contact information for all section chairs can be found on the SFVBA website at www.sfvba.org/about/committeesection.htm#sections.
A special thank you to Cindy Elkins from the Business
Law, Real Property, Employment Law, & Bankruptcy
Section; Michelle S. Robins from the Family Law Section;
and Seymour Amster from the Criminal Law Section who
generously provided information to include in my article.
Alice can be contacted at (818) 887-3333 or by email at
salvolaw@pacbell.net.
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BY L. ROB WERNER, SCVBA PRESIDENT
Find Your Niche in the Santa

were sent out to all the attorneys we

Sheriff, Highway Patrol, Santa Clarita’s

Clarita Valley Bar Association

know of in our valley.

Mayor’s Office and the SCV Chamber

It was almost like having a party
At a recent Board meeting, the

of Commerce to cosponsor the event.

without anyone showing up. Still the

The program will be utilized to recog-

SCVBA decided to expand the job of

few of us who did show up for the

nize heroes in our community.

its Membership and Membership

Law Day Committee are going forward

Benefits Committee to provide com-

with the event. It is now tentatively

in the Signal. Our bank of essays is

passion, assistance and services to our

scheduled for the first Monday in

running low. Anyone who has some-

members who have been injured or

October. We are searching for a less

thing to say related to the law can sub-

taken ill. Beyond just a card or bou-

expensive forum that can service a few

mit an article between 500 and 700

quet with get well wishes, the idea is

hundred people. We now have com-

words. Submit your work to

that we will provide resources of our

mitments from the District Attorney,

jshaffery@pooleshaffery.com.

membership to assist the member
and/or member’s family with making
court appearances and handling legal
matters on an emergency basis. These
are laudable goals - it remains to be
seen if we can actually fulfill our
ambitions.
I had hoped to announce in this
issue the fixed date of our first annual
Law Appreciation Day to take place in
May. However, the consensus of our
Board was that this was putting on too
much too soon for our young association, something that personally doesn’t
usually stop me. But because of our
required financial commitment and
the need to make sure this is a major
community event, I acquiesced. The
Board suggested we have a special
committee put together for this purpose. A meeting was called, the meeting was announced at our March
membership meeting and two emails

We still sponsor a weekly column

continued on page 14
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LRIS Column, continued from page 5

Despite all of these responses to the very real problem,
there is much more that needs to be accomplished. At the
LRIS we are also exploring ways to meet the needs of the
public while keeping in mind the demands of the practice of
law. The Limited Scope Representation in family law panel
is a response to the needs of the public for affordable and
helpful legal services. Other ideas that we are also exploring
include a brief advice program where we can assist those
who want a legal question answered. We are considering if
it is possible to design a document preparation service provided through the LRIS that is closely and truly supervised
by attorneys.
We will continue to ask members to contribute pro
bono and reduced fee services. Our challenge is to make
pro bono and reduced fee programs more successful for
attorneys and recipients. We must create well designed programs that bring the public true access to justice and legal
representation while doing justice to the attorneys.
Attorneys who donate pro bono services or who are willing to provide limited representation, payment schedules and
other innovative ways to make legal services affordable and
accessible will receive the necessary support from the LRIS.
L AW O F F I C E S

MAZO & VIDOR

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
In Association with

L AW O F F I C E S

PISEGNA & ZIMMERMAN

NEIL M. MAZO & PAUL M. VIDOR
WILLIAM ZIMMERMAN & LORI DECRISTO
Attor neys at Law
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BY ANNE ADAMS, VCLF PRESIDENT
Please join us when we celebrate
Law Day on Friday, May 6 at the
Warner Center Marriott in Woodland
Hills. We will be raising funds for our
grant recipients and our scholarship
recipients. Over the last few months,
I’ve highlighted some of our prior
grant recipients in this column,
including The Alliance for Children’s
Rights and The Los Angeles Free
Clinic.
Last year, we provided $37,500 in
law related grants and scholarships for
high school students, college students
and law school students. If you would
like to continue to support our work, I
hope you will attend our Law Day
Dinner on May 6. If you cannot
attend, we always appreciate your contributions.
This year, the Justice
Armand Arabian Law &
Media Award will be given
to Neal Baer, an award-win-

ning television writer and producer.
Many of you have probably seen his
work on “Law & Order: Special
Victims Unit” and “ER.”
In addition to his work in
Hollywood, Neal Baer is a physician
who graduated from Harvard Medical
School. Dr. Baer worked on “ER”
while he was finishing his medical
training. He completed his pediatric
residency at Children’s Hospital in Los
Angeles. Neal Baer is currently
Executive Producer and head writer
for “Law & Order: Special Victims
Unit,” a show that has touched on
many sensitive legal issues.
We will be holding a silent auction
prior to dinner and a live auction during dinner. We will have many items
suitable for gifts as well as for your
personal use. If you haven’t shopped
for Mother’s Day yet, shop at our auctions.

We expect to have many interesting baskets as well as gift certificates.
We will have a wide variety of items at
the auctions suitable for a number of
people on your gift lists. If you have a
last minute donation, please contact
Christine Lyden at (818) 888-8866 or
Mark Blackman at (818) 881-5000.
When you bid on our auction items,
please remember that the proceeds
support our scholarships and grants.
You should have received your
invitation by the time you read this
article; however, if you need another
invitation or simply need to place your
reservation, please contact the Bar
office at (818) 227-0490. We really
appreciate your support for this event
since it is our major fundraiser of the
year.
Anne Adams can be contacted at
(818) 715-0015 and
anneadamslaw@sbcglobal.net.

RICHARD GORDON
Expertise in Federal and California Securities Laws
Compliance – Regulatory – Enforcement
SEC – Department of Corporations
•• former
SEC
inin
Washington,
D.C.
formerBranch
BranchChief
Chiefwith
withthe
the
SEC
Washington,
D.C.
•• former
Chief
Regulatory
Counsel
in
SEC/
Los
Angeles
Office
former Chief Regulatory Counsel in SEC/Los AngelesRegional
Regional
Office
•• Arbitrator
for
National
Association
of
Securities
Dealers
Arbitrator for National Association of Securities Dealers
•• 20+
20+years
yearsprivate
privatepractice
practiceexperience
experience

OF COUNSEL

LEWITT, HACKMAN,
HACKMAN, SHAPIRO, MARSHALL & HARLAN
LEWITT,
HARLAN
LAW CORPORATION
CORPORATION
AA LAW

16633 Ventura Boulevard • 11th Floor • Encino • CA 91436
(818) 990-2120 • FAX (818) 981-4764
www.lewitthackman.com
Direct Dial: (818) 907-3271
RGordon@lewitthackman.com
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NORIEGA

CHIROPRACTIC CLINICS, INC.
Clinica Para Los Latinos • Serving The Latin Community for 50 years

Is proud to announce theGrand Opening of
SAN FERNANDO HEALTH CENTER
500 S. BRAND BLVD.
SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340-4002

(818) 838-1158

Personal Injury and Worker's Comp cases accepted on lien basis.
MONTEBELLO HEALTH SERVICES • (323) 728-8268
901 W. Whittier Blvd., Montebello, CA 90640

HUNTINGTON PARK HEALTH CENTER • (323) 582-8401
3033 E. Florence Ave., Huntington Park, CA 90255

HIGHLAND PARK HEALTH CENTER • (323) 478-9771
5421 N. Figueroa St., Highland Park, CA 90042

EL MONTE HEALTH CENTER • (626) 401-1515
2163 Durfee Rd., El Monte, CA 91733

(Highland Park Plaza)

ONTARIO HEALTH SERVICES • (909) 395-5598
334 N. Euclid Ave., Ontario, CA 91764

SO. CENTRAL HEALTH CENTER • (323) 234-3100
4721 S. Broadway Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90037

CRENSHAW HEALTH CENTER • (323) 291-5733
4243 S. Crenshaw Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90008

POMONA HEALTH CENTER • (909) 623-0649
1180 N. White Ave., Pomona, CA 91768

WHITTIER HEALTH SERVICES • (562) 698-2411
13019 Bailey Ave., Ste. F, Whittier, CA 90601

VICTORY HEALTH CENTER • (818) 988-8480
6420 Van Nuys Blvd., Van Nuys, CA 91401
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BY LISA MILLER,
CHAIR, SMALL FIRM
SECTION
Good News about Bad News - Telling
Clients What They Don't Want to Hear
Being the bad news bearer can be a
tough sell. But a fresh approach can take
the sting out of many difficult conversations, according to Small Firm Section
luncheon speaker Abraham M. Rudy.
Rudy, senior litigation partner with
Beverly Hills’ Weissmann Wolff Bergman
Coleman Grodin & Evall, LLP, offered
insights into managing the attorney client
relationship in the context of adverse developments in litigation matters. “Speak the
truth, and fear not even the king,” Rudy
says, explaining the basic approach to keeping clients through tough times.
Rudy, an expert in both bench and jury
trials, as well as arbitration, mediation, and
appellate work, says that one of the biggest

avoidable problems attorneys bring on
themselves is failing to adequately communicate with clients. Although attorneys
communicate with a wide cross-section of
audiences, many attorneys mistakenly let
communicating with clients slip to the bottom of the list.
“Counsel should focus a bit more on
the effect words have on the hearer, and not
the mere fact of their communication,”
Rudy says. “When attorneys do this, they
enhance their credibility with clients and
the clients appreciate the fact of the communication separate from its content.”
Rudy has many years of experience
putting this into practice. He specializes in
complex, multi-party, multi-district commercial litigation, class actions and Unfair
Competition Law claims under Section
17200. He acts as outside general counsel
to a broad spectrum of institutions, advising
them on issues from formation to dissolution and everything in between.
“The core of the attorney-client relationship is communicating about risk,” he
says. “Attorneys must be counselors and
teachers.”

JACK TRIMARCO & ASSOCIATES
POLYGRAPH/INVESTIGATIONS, INC.
9454 Wilshire Blvd. 6th Floor
Beverly Hills, CA 90212
(310) 247-2637
1361 Avenida De Aprisa
Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 383-8004
Jack Trimarco, President
Former Polygraph Unit Chief
Los Angeles, F.B.I. (1990-1998)

email: jtrimarco@aol.com

CA. P.I. #20970
Member Society of Former Special Agents
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Former Inspector General Polygraph Program
Office of Counter Intelligence
U.S. Department of Energy.
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Rudy explained that many attorneys
make a mistake with clients by downplaying the risk attendant to their matters.
Discussion of risk should be part of almost
every decision that the attorney is involved
in, he says. And this applies across-theboard.
Gerald Peters, an SFVBA member and
Small Firm Section stalwart, attended the
presentation. Peters, of Thousand Oaks,
limits his practice to appellate work.
“Most appeals are lost,” Peters says.
“Communicating about risk with appellate
clients involves extensive discussion and
explanation.”
According to Rudy, major litigation is
too expensive for most clients, and is devastating for most businesses. While counsel
can effectively litigate in this situation, rarely
does a full litigation plan get implemented.
continued on page 13
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The following joined the SFVBA in
March 2005:
Alan Abergel
Law Offices of Shai Oved
5155 Yarmouth Ave. Apt. 17
Encino, CA 91316
(818) 708-7318
abergel1949@hotmail.com
Bankruptcy, Business Law, Intellectual
Property
Ophir J. Bitton
Nemecek & Cole
15260 Ventura Boulevard Suite 920
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
(818) 788-9500 Fax (818) 501-0328
obitton@nemecek-cole.com
Business Litigation, Employment
Kevin C. Boyle
Law Office of Kevin C. Boyle
4766 Park Granada Suite 105
Calabasas, CA 91302
(818) 591-1755 Fax (818) 591-1756
kcblaw@ureach.com
Civil Litigation, Employment
Jonathan B. Cole
Nemecek & Cole
15260 Ventura Boulevard Suite 920
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
(818) 788-9500 Fax (818) 501-0328
jcole@nemecek-cole.com
Business Litigation
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Glen S. Dresser
Law Offices of Glen Dresser
12650 Riverside Drive Suite 100
Valley Village, CA 91607
(818) 755-4848 Fax (818) 985-8895
gombd@aol.com
Creditors Rights
Ilene Fletcher
Family Care Agency, Inc.
18341 Sherman Way Suite 207
Reseda, CA 91335
(818) 345-2950 Fax (818) 342-9409
Associate Member
Stuart A. Forsyth,
Executive Director
Los Angeles County Bar Association
P.O. Box 55020
Los Angeles, CA 90055-2020
(213) 627-2727 Fax (213) 896-6500
sforsyth@lacba.org

May 2005

Robert Hull
6228 Whitsett Ave. No. 4
North Hollywood, CA 91606
(818) 761-2225 Fax (818) 761-2225
robert.hull@pepperdine.edu
Law Student

Ross W. Prout III
17921 Lake Vista Drive
Encino, CA 91316
(818) 414-6111
rosswprout@yahoo.com

KC Marie Knox
15456 Horace Street
Mission Hills, CA 91345
(619) 770-9536
knoxlaw2003@yahoo.com
Appellate, Criminal Law

Sarah Schlehr
12358 1/2 Oxnard Street
North Hollywood, CA 91606
(818) 434-4097
sarah@pregnancylawyer.com
Employment

David N. Lake
Tilis & Lake
6320 Canoga Ave. Suite 1500
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
(818) 227-5070 Fax (818) 227-5075
david@tilisandlake.com
Litigation

Karen Smith
AMCC
6355 Topanga Canyon Blvd. Suite 520
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
(818) 716-0004 Fax (818) 337-7552
k.smith@amccenter.com
Arbitration & Mediation

Michael B. McCollum
4139 Prado de la Puma
Calabasas, CA 91302
(323) 496-3539
mccollum2004@lawnet.ucla.edu

M. Jonathan Hayes
Law Office of M. Jonathan Hayes
21800 Oxnard St. Ste. 840
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
(818) 710-3656 Fax (818) 710-3659
jhayes@polarisnet.net
Bankruptcy

Carmen McDonald-Goldberg
Neighborhood Legal Services of LA
County
13327 Van Nuys Boulevard
Pacoima, CA 91331-3099
(818) 834-7541 Fax (818) 834-7540
carmenmcdonald@nls-la.org
Family Law

John D. Hoffner
Law Offices of Ronald J. Shifman
23975 Park Sorrento Suite 200
Calabasas, CA 91302
(818) 225-2745 Fax (818) 225-1067
Taxation Law

Liz Milan
11288 Ventura Blvd. No. 178B
Studio City, CA 91604
(818) 516-3244 Fax (818) 986-9570
liz@lizmilan.com
Associate Member

Regina Stolar
5412 Lindley Avenue Suite 325
Encino, CA 91316
(818) 269-6954 Fax (818) 763-5096
rstolar@justice.com
Insurance Bad Faith
David W. Stuart
Office of District Attorney
6230 Sylmar Ave. 2nd Floor
Van Nuys, CA 91401
(818) 374-2436 Fax (818) 782-5349
varnid@aol.com
Mitra Torabi
22204 Coralbell Lane
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
(818) 633-0301
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Small Firm Beat, continued from page 11

Counsel usually can not litigate in an ideal manner. “Counsel
must constantly tweak the plan, because of monetary limits,” Rudy
says. “When the client limits the amount of money spent on litigation, an element of risk enters the picture. This should trigger a discussion with the client.”
These explanations of risk are fundamental, Rudy says. And
clients understand this. When clients are involved in risk assessment,
they love it, he says. This is an opportunity for counsel to teach the
client, similar to the way counsel educates judges and juries in trial.
"When counsel teaches the client about risk, the client will trust
the attorney much more," Rudy says.
Rudy warned counsel about mismanaging client expectations.
When counsel promises too much, the negative aspects of the situation snowball. This can result in State Bar discipline. Rather, clients
appreciate frank conversations about risk, Rudy says.
Encino's Marshall Glick, SFVBA Small Firm Section member,
focuses his practice on representing non-profit entities. He asked
Rudy about communicating with non-profit clients about risk. “Talk
to the client straight,” Rudy says. “Tell them what's going on. Tell
them the truth.”
According to Rudy, the key to a successful overall practice is
communicating about risk management. “If you communicate with
the client about managing risk, and the client leaves you, the client
was never yours,” Rudy says sagely.
For more information about Abe Rudy of Weissmann Wolff, visit
www.wwllp.com, or call (310) 858-7888.
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Santa Clarita Valley Bar Association,
continued from page 7

Personally, I’ve never met an attorney who doesn’t have something to say.
Here’s a good opportunity to put your
issues to print.
Sometimes being involved in an
organization or taking on a project can
seem overwhelming. But if we all do
just a little bit, together we can achieve
just about anything. Please take the
time to look at our web page at
scvba.org. Look at our membership
application with details on all the committees. Think – isn’t there something
you always wanted to do? Isn’t there
some task or service that you believe a
bar association should provide? Your
role doesn’t have to be large. Just help
a bit - find your niche in providing
community and legal services. If there
is something you want to do, even if
not listed, pester us and email us at
santaclaritavalleybar@yahoo.com or me
personally at lrobwerner@yahoo.com.
Our meetings are on the third
Thursday of each month. The May
meeting will be on May 19 at Marie
Callender’s Restaurant, 27630 The Old
Road, Valencia (off Hwy 5 at Magic
Mountain Parkway). The one hour
MCLE program for the meeting will be
“Three Perspectives on Criminal Law”.
The panel will consist of Judge Lloyd
Nash, a prosecutor and a defense attorney. Registration and networking are
at 6:00 p.m., dinner and the program
begin at 6:30. Dinner, including salad,
soft drink and dessert, are included in
the admission price. This restaurant
can handle sign-ups at the door.
We are so pleased by this venue
that we will also continue to have our
lunch meetings at this location.
Remember we meet for lunch quarterly
in place of the evening meeting. Our
next lunch meeting will be in June.
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BY JAMES R. FELTON, ABA DELEGATE
I had the opportunity to spend
Valentine’s Day in Salt Lake City as the
Bar’s Delegate to the American Bar
Association’s House of Delegates
Meeting. My first reaction to the
scheduling of the House meeting on
Valentine’s Day was that the leaders of
the House must be 1) not married, 2)
married but seeing someone else
involved in the House of Delegates, or
3) following the calendar of another
nation.
With all kidding aside, I entered
the great hall finding my seat along
with the other members of the
California delegation. I cannot say
that it reminded me a lot of those
grand Democratic and Republican
conventions that we watch on television. However, there were speeches
on the various pieces of legislation
that came before the House along with
voice votes. Unfortunately, there was

only one measure that actually made it
to a hand count (I will detail the more
important pieces of legislation below).
The delegates come from every
state, and although we were all
lawyers, there were some marked differences. For example, the lawyers
from the South seem to have this flair
for dressing so smartly. It might have
been the bow ties, but they just seem
to dress the part. (I am working on
my southern accent and have been
shopping for an appropriate bow tie
for the next meeting).
The interesting contrast was
between these Southern lawyers, primarily men, against probably an equal
number of women representing their
respective bar associations. I can only
imagine if 25 years ago, the members
of the House would have thought that
the House of Delegates would be virtually equal between men and women.

Of course, in protest over the scheduling, I would say that probably 25% of
the women dressed in bright red.
They made sure the men of the House
remembered the date.
Let me outline some of the recommendations approved by the House
which will now be part of the ABA’s
lobbying efforts. For each recommendation, I will identify the committee or
section that authored the proposed
recommendation.
On behalf of the Section of
Administrative Law and Regulatory
Practice, the House approved a recommendation urging Congress to amend
and modernize the adjudication provisions of the Administrative Procedure
Act and to expand certain fundamental
fair hearings provisions of that Act by
enacting legislation consistent with the
draft bill entitled, “Federal
Administrative Adjudication in the
21st Century”, dated February 2005.
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On behalf of the Tort Trial and
Insurance Practice Section, the House
approved a recommendation urging
the federal government to undertake
an urgent study of the impact that the
federal government has had in the
causation of asbestos-related injuries
over time and identifying the appropriate role for the federal government
in the solution of the present asbestos
litigation crisis, without altering the
responsibility of others.
The House also approved a recommendation that states and territories
establish, by statute or regulation,
standards for the operation of screening vans or other forms of mass
screening for asbestos-related conditions to prevent medical screenings
from being conducted inaccurately
and being misused, but not to prevent
legitimate monitoring of health.
The House also recommended that
states and territories adopt the Model
Statute of Limitations for Asbestos,
dated February 2005, governing the
accrual of actions for injury, illness or
wrongful death based upon exposure
to asbestos.
On behalf of the Criminal Justice
Section, the House approved a recommendation urging jurisdictions to
enact statutes to adequately compensate individuals who have been convicted and incarcerated for crimes they
did not commit and identifying factors
that should be considered in drafting
such statutes.
The House also approved a recommendation urging federal, state, local
and territorial governments to reduce
the risk of convicting the innocent,
while increasing the likelihood of convicting the guilty, by ensuring that no
prosecution should occur based solely
upon uncorroborated jailhouse
informant testimony.
The House also approved a recommendation urging federal, state, local
and territorial governments to reduce
the risk of convicting the innocent by
establishing standards of practice for
defense counsel in serious non-capital
criminal cases. The House also
approved a recommendation urging
Congress to take specified steps to
assure that federal sentencing practices

www.sfvba.org

are effective, fair and just, and effectuate the goals of sentencing set forth in
the Sentencing Reform Act.
On behalf of the Commission on
Homelessness and Poverty, the House
approved a recommendation urging
Congress and the President to support
the establishment of a federal affordable housing trust fund to increase the
availability of affordable housing consistent with certain principles.
On behalf of the Commission on
Immigration, the House approved a
recommendation supporting the repeal
of annual numerical caps that result in
undue delays in the granting of lawful
permanent residence to those individuals who have already been granted
asylum status in the United States.
On behalf of the Section of
Individual Rights and Responsibilities,
the House approved a recommendation opposing governmental actions
and policies that interfere with
patients’ abilities to receive from their
healthcare providers (a) all of the relevant and medically accurate informa-

May 2005

tion necessary for fully informed
healthcare decision-making; and (b)
information with respect to their
access to medically appropriate care,
whether or not the provider chooses to
offer such care.
On behalf of the Section of
Intellectual Property Law, the House
approved a recommendation supporting enactment of legislation providing
that the right to a patent shall belong
to the inventor who first files an application for patent containing an adequate disclosure under 35 U.S.C. §112
of the invention or, in the event of an
assignment of rights, shall belong to
the assignee thereof.
On behalf of the Judicial Division,
the House approved a recommendation adopting the black letter
Guidelines for the Evaluation of
Judicial Performance, dated February
2005, to replace the original guidelines
of 1985, which have been updated to
reflect developments in judicial performance evaluation.
continued on page 18
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Superior Court to help the Court reduce its backlog of
cases caused by the Northridge Earthquake and then new
The San Fernando Valley Bar Association Nominating

“Three Strikes Law”. The first year, 300 volunteer attor-

Committee is seeking nominations for candidates to the

neys disposed of 975 cases, saving the courts an estimated

2005-2006 SFVBA Board of Trustees.

4,000 trial days. Since then, VAST has been conducted

The eight-member Nominating Committee will meet
next month to fill six open trustees seats on the 19-member

from time to time as requested by the Court.
The Bar is asked to schedule a pair of defense and

Board. The Committee also selects the SFVBA Treasurer,

plaintiff’s attorneys for each civil courtroom of the

Secretary, and President-Elect. The Committee can nomi-

Northwest District each of the three days.

nate up to 12 candidates for Trustee and two candidates for

To schedule a convenient date to volunteer, contact

each officer position. Current President-Elect Richard

Aileen at (818) 227-0490, ext. 100 or Aileen@sfvba.org.

Lewis automatically becomes President on October 1.

Members are also encouraged to spread the word through

Interested Members can download the SFVBA’s Policy

their firms and colleagues.

Statement Re: Board of Trustees Responsibilities at
http://www.sfvba.org/about/boardoftrustees.htm. Letters of
Intent and resume can be submitted to SFVBA Nominating
Committee, 21300 Oxnard Street, Suite 250, Woodland
Hills, CA 91367. All nominations must be received by
Friday, May 20.
“We are looking for candidates who are committed to
the future of the SFVBA,” announces SFVBA President
Alice Salvo. “We want leaders who represent the diversity
of our membership: sole practitioners, members of large

Certified Tax Law Specialist, CPA
Representation before the IRS, Franchise Tax Board, State
Board of Equalization and other government agencies in
audits and other controversies. Income and estate tax
preparation and planning, tax opinion letters, transactional
planning, and other tax related matters.
Federal and State Criminal Tax Matters.

Michael D. Daniels
Certified Specialist in Taxation, Board of Legal Specialization,
State Bar of California

20700 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 227,Woodland Hills, CA 91364

(818) 227-5648

firms, barristers, in-house counsel, public sector attorneys,
lawyers from all areas of law and background.”
The Committee must issue their report to the Secretary
of the Association by June 10. Nomination by the
Committee is not the only way for a member’s name to be
placed on the ballot. Additional nominations for any office
(except that of President or President-Elect) or for Trustee
may be made by filing a written nomination with the
SFVBA Secretary, Patricia McCabe, signed by at least twenty
active members of the SFVBA, no later than July 25.
Ballots are mailed to attorney members in August and
Election Day is September 10.

William J. Kropach

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
STATE CERTIFIED SPECIALIST

Attorneys with at least five years experience are invited

20% REFERRAL FEE PAID PER STATE BAR RULES

to participate in the Valley Associated Settlement Team

CHAIRMAN SFVBA WORKER'S COMPENSATION
SECTION SINCE 1987

(“VAST”) Project scheduled for October 31 and November

DIRECTOR VCLF OF SFVBA 1980 - 2001

1 and 2, 2005, at the Van Nuys courthouse.

FORMER TRUSTEE OF SFVBA

The VAST Project began in 1994 as a joint effort of the
San Fernando Valley Bar Association and the Los Angeles

UCLA LAW SCHOOL, 1971

818-609-7005, EXT. 25
http://home.earthlink.net/~wkropach
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American Bar Association, continued from page 16

On behalf of the American Jury Project, the House
approved a recommendation adopting the ABA Principles
Relating to Juries and Jury Trials dated February 2005 and
recommending that the appropriate entities review and
revise, as appropriate, their respective Standards so as to
eliminate any conflicts with the Principles and urging state,
local and territorial bar associations to improve the management of jury trials by promoting the implementation of
the Principles.
On behalf of the Tort Trial and Insurance Practice
Section and the Section of Litigation, the House approved a
recommendation supporting the judicial rulemaking
process set forth in the Rules Enabling Act, for principles of
federalism and the current version of Rule 11 of the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure and opposing legislative changes
to Rule 11, including changes proposed in the “Lawsuit
Abuse Reduction Act” (H.R. 4571).
On behalf of the Section of Science and Technology
Law, the House approved a recommendation calling upon
Congress and the Administration to take steps to ensure
that the visa issuance process is more effective and efficient,
particularly for those who seek to conduct scientific or
scholarly research in the United States and supporting policies to enhance homeland and national security and efforts
to establish new visa policies and procedures to bolster
security.

On behalf of the Tort Trial and Insurance Practice
Section, the House approved a recommendation that the
federal government amend the Medicare Secondary Payer
Act (42 U.S.C. §1395y(b), et seq.,) to return an appropriate
level of certainty, predictability and efficiency to the
Medicare set aside process that has significantly burdened,
delayed and disrupted settlements in state, federal and territorial Workers’ Compensation systems throughout the
country.

SEYMOUR I. AMSTER
Attorney at Law
• Member of the SFVBA
Board of Trustees since 2002
• Experienced in handling
Appellate, Federal and State
Criminal Cases
• Certified Criminal Law Specialist,
Certified by the Board of Legal
Specialization of the State Bar
of California
6320 Van Nuys Boulevard, Suite 300
Van Nuys, CA 91401

(818) 947-0104 Fax: (818) 781-8180
siaesq1@aol.com
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The House approved a recommendation submitted by the National
Conference of Commissioners on
Uniform State Laws, approving the
Uniform Wage Withholding and
Unemployment Insurance Procedure
Act, promulgated by the National
Conference of Commissioners on
Uniform State Laws in 2004 as an
appropriate Act for those States desiring to adopt the specific substantive
law suggested therein.
On behalf of the National
Conference of Commissioners on
Uniform State Laws, the House
approved a recommendation approving the Uniform Real Property
Electronic Recording Act, promulgated
by the National Conference of
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws
in 2004 as an appropriate Act for those
States desiring to adopt the specific
substantive law suggested therein.
The House approved a recommendation as submitted by the National
Conference of Commissioners on
Uniform State Laws, approving the
Uniform Residential Mortgage
Satisfaction Act, promulgated by the
National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws in 2004 as
an appropriate Act for those States
desiring to adopt the specific substantive law suggested therein.
On behalf of the Pennsylvania Bar
Association, the House approved a recommendation supporting legislation to
repeal the statutory provision preventing veterans from paying an attorney
to represent them in connection with
their claims for federal benefits.
There was virtually no opposition
to these recommendations which certainly sped up the proceedings, but
also did not create any fireworks that
you might otherwise see in debates
before Congress. With that said,
sometimes fireworks between lawyers
are overrated.
I enjoyed my first meeting.
Thankfully, the House voted down a
resolution to hold its next meeting on
Mother’s day (just kidding).
James Felton can be contacted at
jfelton@greenbass.com or
(818) 382-6200.
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ARBITRATION AND MEDIATION

Environmental Transactions &
Litigation Since 1982

STEPHEN T. HOLZER
Parker, Milliken, Clark, O’Hara & Samuelian,
a prof. corp.
Phone: (213) 683-6671
E-mail: sholzer@pmcos.com
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ATTORNEY TO
ATTORNEY REFERRALS…
APPEALS

& TRIALS

$95/hour. I'm an experienced trial/appellate attorney, Law Review. I'll handle your appeals, trials or
assist with litigation. Alan Goldberg (818) 4215328.
EMPLOYMENT LITIGATION

Sexual Harassment Discrimination, Wrongful
Termination, QuiTam/ Whistleblower, Overtime
Violations, etc. 25% Referral Fee paid to attorneys
per State Bar Rules. Law Offices of Jill B. Shigut
(818) 708-6655.
PRIVATE AND LASC MEDIATION

Assisted resolution of real estate and business disputes. David I. Karp, Mediation Services. SBN
90608. (818) 781-1458.
david@karpmediation.com.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY/SSI

Extensive experience in Social Security
Disability/SSI, all levels of appeals, including federal litigation. 20% referral fee paid to attorneys per
State Bar Rules. Irene Ruzin (818) 325-2888.
STATE BAR CERT. WORKERS COMP SPECIALIST

Over 25 years experience-quality practice.
20% Referral fee paid to attorneys per State
Bar rules. Jack Goodchild, PLC
(818) 380-1600.
TRADEMARK APPLICATIONS

Don’t your clients deserve quality and fast service?
Alan I. Cyrlin, Esq. U.S. and international trademark registration. AlanCyrlin@msn.com/
818-609-2367. The Alacrity Advantage. SM
WORKERS’ COMP & SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY SPECIALIST

Over 20 Years Experience. 20% Referral Fee paid
to Attorneys per State Bar Rules.
State Bar Certified. Robert Lee Finestone
(818) 879-9950 • (805) 496-3477.
WRONGFUL TERMINATION

25% Referral Fee paid to attorneys per State Bar
Rules on Wrongful Termination, Sexual
Harassment, Discrimination, and Federal False
Claim Cases. 20+ years experience; Heavy Jury
Trial Experience. Danz & Gerber (818) 783-7300.

www.sfvba.org

EXPERT…
STATE BAR DEFENSE

& PREVENTATIVE LAW

Former: State Bar Prosecutor; Judge Pro Tem. Legal
Malpractice Expert, Bd. Certified CA & ABA. BS,
MBA, JD, CAOC, ASCDC. (818) 986-9890 Fmr.
Chair SFBA Ethics, Litigation. Phillip Feldman.
www.LegalMalpracticeExperts.com.
StateBarDefense@aol.com

SPACE AVAILABLE…
CANOGA PARK

Congenial Office for rent. Amenities; Overflow.
Call Ron (818) 340-3116.
One furnished interior office @ $475/mo. No
lease. No parking charges. No extras.
Congenial people, kitchen, conf. room, fax and
phone hookup available. Westlaw access @
$50/mo. Call Garry or Terry at (818) 715-7100.
Office space for rent, professional building, 2 units
available. 2nd Floor 900 sf and 1050 sf.
Maintenance included. 2 parking spaces per unit.
$1.10 to $1.25 per square feet; 1 mo. security
deposit and last month rent. Call (818) 300-5866.
ENCINO

6+ offices available in the ENCINO LAW CENTER.
Immediate occupancy. Conf. rooms on each floor,
two law libraries, valet parking for clients.
Properties West Investment Real Estate (818) 7883651.
Newly redecorated Encino Law Suite with 2 professional offices, 3 secretarial areas, large and
small conference rooms, receptionist, full
state/federal electronic library, photocopy, fax,
voicemail and kitchen availability. All professionals welcome. Pricing competitive. Please call
Donna at (818) 881-5000, ext. 120.
Large window offices and secretarial spaces available within legal suite. Convenient Ventura Blvd.
location. Access to conference room and kitchen.
Underground parking available. For information
call Margo (818) 380-1600.
SHERMAN OAKS

Executive suites available. Includes receptionist,
conf. rooms, kitchen, photocopying facilities, and
parking. High speed T1 Internet connection available. 14156 Magnolia Blvd. Call Eric (818) 7848700, ext. 119.
VAN NUYS

Adjacent to Van Nuys courthouse. Mini-suite
including secretarial area. Window offices (3)
available. Includes receptionist, conference room,
copier and fax. Reasonable rent. Call Dianne
Myers (818) 947-0118.
WOODLAND HILLS

Terrific penthouse on Ventura Blvd. in Warner
Center with great views. 3 11x14 and 1 14x14
available. Secretarial bay, kitchen, large conference rooms, library, full amenities. Must see. Call
Jim (818) 716-7200 x150.

May 2005

Four consecutive window offices w/secretarial
bays available. Great for small-medium firm. Full
amenities and exquisite views. Call Jim (818) 7167200, ext. 150.

SUPPORT SERVICES…
NOTARY OF THE VALLEY

Traveling Notary Public. 24 hours-7 Days.
Attorneys’ Office • Clients’ Office • Homes •
Hospitals • Jails. David Kaplan (818) 902-3853
SFVBA Assoc. Mbr. www.notaryofthevalley.com
PERFECT TIMING WITH J. LEE

Timeslips, legal correspondence and documents.
Flexible weekend hours. $35 per hour. Please
call (818) 429-2698.

Messenger Service
Discounts to SFVBA Members

24th Year of Service to the
San Fernando Valley/Southern
California Legal Community
• Noon Court Run - same day filing
in all So. Cal. Courts
• Process Serving Per Your
Exact Specifications
• Last Minute Court Filings in
All Southern California Courts
• Mobile Notary
• Custom Courier Routes
• Regular, Rush and Hot Rush
• Licensed/Bonded/Insured
Uniformed Messengers

(818) 774-9111 • (323) 851-7500
(310) 273-3002 • (805) 777-7170
“We Don’t Promise Anything
We Can’t Deliver”
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Attention All Lawyers

Need Office Help?
Receptionist • Legal Secretary
Filing Clerk • Calendar Clerk
r free
u
o
e
m
Document Manager
Us
For
isting ssue!
L
b
Copy/Mail Room Assistant
i
Jo
e this
insid
Litigation Assistant
!
Free
s
i
e
c
Entry-Level Paralegal
i
Serv
Paralegal
Here’s what our paralegal and legal secretary
students and graduates can do:
•

Perform legal research, legal analysis, case briefings, Shepardizing, and draft memorandums.

•

Draft complaints, answers, interrogatories, special
interrogatories, discovery documents and prepare
responses (constructed full text pleadings as well
as form pleadings).

•

SFVBA rents its Executive Boardroom for depositions
and hearings. Amenities include breakout room,
beverage service, and free parking. Only $125 per day.

SFVBA attorney members receive free library privileges
at the University of West L.A. San Fernando Valley
Campus in Warner Center. Call (818) 883-0529 for
library hours.
Join Southland Civic Federal Credit Union and gain
access to great interest rates on deposits and loans, no
fee traveler checks, and more. Call (800) 426-1917.

MBNA offers members the exclusive Platinum
Plus MasterCard. Call (800) 457-3714.
Mention priority code OMKA.
Spectrum Clubs offers SFVBA members corporate discount rates on health club memberships with a savings of $14 - $22 per month and a waiver of the $99
initiation fee. Canoga Park, Valencia and Thousand oaks locations. To
sign up, contact Kevin Brown in Canoga Park at (818) 884-5034.

Draft motions, including Motion for Summary
Judgment and prepare trial notebook.

•

Perform initial client intake and other organizational
duties pertaining to a busy law practice.

•

Substantive knowledge in the areas of family law,
bankruptcy procedures, transactional law (contracts,
entertainment, intellectual property), employment
law, and criminal/constitutional law.

•

Hands-on experience in working with litigants as a
result of an intensive Externship Program with local
self-help legal clinics.

Teaching Opportunities
If you have an idea for a class or program that is not
currently offered through the Extension Program, please
contact us. We are always looking for new ideas, workshops, seminars and experienced instructors.
Los Angeles Valley College
Extension Program
5800 Fulton Avenue
Valley Glen, California 91401
(818) 947-2320 (phone)
(818) 947-2930 (fax)
Goldmaa@lavc.edu (email)
www.lavc.edu (website)

Contact the SFVBA office to receive a package of
discount coupons & membership cards for Southern
California’s major theme parks and attractions.

Now Messenger Service offers members who open
new accounts a 5% discount off their current rates.
Call (818) 774-9111.

Save 20% on investigative services. Contact J R
Investigations (818) 704-9925.
Chase Manhattan Mortgage gives members 1/2
point fee discount on fixed and adjustable rate
programs. Call John Bartnicki at (818) 226-0888.

Attorney Services of Southern California offers
SFVBA Members who open a new account FREE
court filing service and guarantee to beat current
process service rates. Call (818) 772-4795.
SFVBA members save $10 on new AAA Membership.
Please also ask us about new insurance with many available discounts. Call Nell Derderian at (805) 306-8181.
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Probate & Estate Planning Section

Workers’ Compensation Section

Topic:
Speaker:
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:

Topic:
Speaker:

MCLE:

Q & A with the Los Angeles County Assessor
Rick Auerbach, Los Angeles County Assessor
May 10
12:00 Noon
Encino Glen Restaurant, Encino
$30 members prepaid; $35 at the door
$35 non-members prepaid; $40 at the door
1 Hour

Small Firm & Sole Practitioner
Section
Topic:
Speaker:
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:
MCLE:

Insurance Issues and Products for Smaller Firms
Alan Cyrlin, Esq., Wasserman Comden et al.
May 11
12:00 Noon
SFVBA Conference Room, Woodland Hills
$20 members prepaid; $25 at the door
$25 non-members prepaid; $30 at the door
1 Hour

ADR Section
Topic:
Speaker:
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:
MCLE:

Entertainment Mediation: The Good, the Bad
and the Ugly
Jonathan Arnold, Esq.
May 11
6:00 p.m.
SFVBA Conference Room, Woodland Hills
$25 members prepaid; $30 at the door
$30 non-members prepaid; $35 at the door
1 Hour

Recent Significant Cases
Judge Ralph Zamudio, Workers’ Compensation
Appeals Board
May 18
12:00 Noon
Encino Glen Restaurant, Encino
$30 members prepaid; $35 at the door
$35 non-members prepaid; $45 at the door
1 Hour

Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:
MCLE:

Family Law Section
Topic:
Speakers:
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:
MCLE:

Entering Stipulated and Default Judgments
Court Personnel
May 23
5:30 p.m.
Encino Glen Restaurant, Encino
$40 members prepaid; $45 at the door
$45 non-members prepaid; $50 at the door
1 Hour

Business Law, Real Property,
Employment Law & Bankruptcy
Section
Sponsored by East West Bank
Topic:
Third Annual Construction Law Seminar:
After the Rains
Speakers:
James Acret, Esq.; G. Christian Roux, Esq.;
Stanley Shure, Esq.; George Knopfler, Esq.
Moderator: Hon. Marvin D. Rowen, Ret.
Date:
June 3
Time:
9:15 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Program and Lunch
Place:
SFVBA Conference Room, Woodland Hills
Cost:
$55 SFVBA Members Pre-Paid;
$75 Members at the Door
$75 Non-Members Pre-Paid;
$95 Non-Members at the Door
MCLE:
4 Hours

SIGN ME UP!
New Lawyers Section
Topic:
Speakers:
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:
MCLE:

Bankruptcy Nuts and Bolts
Judge Kathleen Lax, Steven Fox, Esq. and
Gregory Salvato, Esq.
May 17
6:30 p.m. Dinner and Program
SFVBA Conference Room, Woodland Hills
$20 members prepaid; $25 at the door
$30 non-members prepaid; $35 at the door
1 Hour

SEND CHECK TO
SFVBA
21300 Oxnard St.,
Suite 250
Woodland Hills, CA
91367

SECTION __________________________________
NAME ____________________________________
STATE BAR # ______________________________
TELEPHONE # ______________________________
CHARGE IT! __________________
CC #__________________________EXP. DATE ________
SIGNATURE

__________________

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL (818) 227-0490 EXT. 105
Food and beverages served at every MCLE event!
* Please note that no credit will be given unless notice of
cancellation is provided 48 hours before scheduled event
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Phone: (818)995-1040
Fax: (818)995-4124
15303 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 1040
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
E-mail: INFO@KETW.COM
Visit us @ www.KETW.COM

Litigation Support • Expert Witness
Forensic Accountants • Family Law Matters
Business Valuations • Loss of Earnings • Damages
OFFICIAL SPONSORS OF THE
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY BAR ASSOCIATION
Member SEC Practice Section
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
When you need more than just numbers...you can count on us...

Call Mike Krycler or Ken Walheim
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