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The San Fernando Valley Bar
Association’s 2007 Installation Gala offers
each attendee a personalized experience
within the context of a ballroom-sized event.

Special features of the evening,
scheduled for Saturday, September 15 at 6:00
p.m. at the Woodland Hills Hilton Hotel,
include a wine tasting event during cocktails,
award-winning wine selections during
dinner, installation of the new bar and
foundation presidents, and the President’s
Award ceremony. 

“It’s been a great year,” outgoing bar
president Patricia McCabe, principal of Van
Nuys’ Law Office of Patricia McCabe, says. 

McCabe will be turning the reigns of
leadership over to incoming president Sue M.
Bendavid-Arbiv at the party. Bendavid-Arbiv
is an employer-side employment litigation
partner with San Fernando Valley law firm
Lewitt, Hackman, Shapiro, Marshall &
Harlan.

“I’m excited to begin implementing
programs to further develop the bar and its
offerings for both lawyers and the larger
community,” Ms. Bendavid-Arbiv says. “At
the same time, I’m sad to see Patty go – I’ve
learned so much from her, working with her
this past year.” 

Bendavid-Arbiv has set out an ambitious
’07-’08 agenda of bar expansion
programming, including extensive focus on
both member service and community
outreach. She is expected to outline the
particulars of her initiatives at the Gala. 

The Valley Community Legal
Foundation of the SFVBA will install Marcia
L. Kraft as its president. She is reprising her
role in this regard, as she served in the
position for the past year. During Kraft’s
tenure as president, fund-raising was
extremely successful, and the foundation was
able to add a number of worthy causes to its
recipient list. 

Kraft, principal of Woodland Hills’ Law
Offices of Marcia L. Kraft, focuses her
practice on trust and estate matters. She was
active with the bar association for many 
years before assuming the lead role with the
foundation. 

“I plan to sharply increase fundraising
efforts this coming year,” Kraft says. “There
are so many important charitable causes in
the Valley that desperately need our help –
and with the help of the bar’s members, we’ll
be able to assist more and more of them.”

LISA MILLER, EDITOR

INSTALLATION GALA OFFERS MUCH FOR EVERYONEINSTALLATION GALA OFFERS MUCH FOR EVERYONE

continued on page 6

The San Fernando Valley Bar Association
has been flexing its muscles in recent years,
growing its membership and adding benefits
and services. And it’s proud that it rivals
other, significant local bar associations in size
and scope. 

But whether observers are on the inside
or the outside, they know it’s the bar’s

leadership that makes the difference.
Volunteer leaders bring fresh ideas and
implement them through hard work each
year. And in the lead is new bar President Sue
M. Bendavid-Arbiv.

“I’ve enjoyed serving the bar in a number
of capacities throughout the years,”

New Bar President Sue M. Bendavid-Arbiv Planning Extensive Community
Outreach and Expanded Member Benefits Programs

continued on page 14
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Saturday, September 15, 2007

See Page 16
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PATRICIA L. MCCABE, SFVBA PRESIDENT

My favorite poem is Robert
Frost’s The Road Not Taken. I read that
poem for the first time in eighth grade
English class: at the time, I was struck
by the diverging roads and the
difficulty of choice. Since then, I have
kept a copy of it, in many different
forms, above my desk; it is there now,
as I write this column.

During this past year, the bar’s
executive officers and members of the
Board of Trustees have faced difficult
choices on behalf of the membership.
I often think about the options in
terms of two paths we could travel.
We traveled the road that was best for
the organization, and as a result, the
bar is strong and healthy. It is with full
confidence and a light heart that I
pass the baton of leadership to
incoming bar president Sue Bendavid-
Arbiv and the new officers and Board
members.

During the past year, this
organization has grown tremendously
and I am very excited about our
future. We have begun to travel down
that new path and I can only imagine
where we are going. We have new
offices, creative programs and
inspired management. For more than
80 years, we have offered San
Fernando Valley attorneys access to
quality educational programs and
interaction with each other and the
bench. While we continued that time-
honored tradition, we expanded our
services and programs. We addressed
issues facing the courts, such as
diversity in the profession and jury
service.

We are offering our first ever
Litigation and ADR Update half-day
seminar on November 14, hosting a
new networking mixer for attorneys
on October 11, working with an
insurance provider to obtain multi-
line insurance coverage to meet the
needs of our members, publishing an
attorney-to-attorney referral directory,
and providing on-line internet library
access for our members.

Recently, a reporter asked to
discuss the San Fernando Valley Bar
Association with me. This reporter
covers legal entities and was familiar
with the programs and services
offered by our bar. He was surprised
by the wide range of services we
provide to our community and the
large number of volunteer attorneys
involved in educational programs, pro
bono legal services and committee
service through the bar. He
commented on how atypical our bar
is, given its small size and the large
number of volunteers. But I’ve known
that fact for many years. Our bar is
unique in that way.

As president this past year, I have
met many members who volunteer
their time to our community. From
trustees, officers and section chairs to
those who volunteer in the self-help
center at the Van Nuys courthouse;
from those who accept cases pro bono
as panel attorneys on the Attorney
Referral Service to those who
volunteer in the VAST program for the
courts; from those who work to make
better legislation through the 

I would like to thank
the following individuals
who assisted me in
making this
organization stronger.

Alan Saler
Alice A. Salvo
Anne C. Adams
Barry Harlan
Carolyn Reznik Camras
Charles Parselle
Christine Lyden
Cynthia Berman
Cynthia Elkins
Donna Laurent
Everett F. Meiners
Hillary Grosberg
Irene Mak
James Curry
James R. Felton
Jan Frankel Schau
Jeffrey M. Slater
Jonathan Arnold
Justin Gold
Keri Caetano
Lisa Lerner Miller
Louisa Pensanti
Lyle F. Greenberg
Marcia L. Kraft
Mark Blackman
Marlene Seltzer
Michelle Robins
Mishawn L. Nolan
Myer Sankary
Richard A. Lewis
Robert Flagg
Roger Franklin
Sandra Etue
Seymour I. Amster
Stephen T. Holzer
Steven R. Fox
Sue Bendavid-Arbiv
Tamila Jensen
Vanessa Soto Nellis
Wendy Hartmann
William Kropach

continued on page 20
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What is valuable to you?  It may be your family, your pets,
your artwork, your friends, your education, your health, your
profession, your philosophy, your character, or something
private to you. Without question, we each have our own
personal “valuables.”

I hope that you consider the Attorney Referral Service
valuable to your client base.  It is true that we remain one of the
most reasonably priced and perhaps the best value of any
referral service in Los Angeles. You have paid the same referral
services membership dues since 2005. In last month’s column,
I listed all of the benefits you have received in the ensuing
years, at no additional cost to you:

• More referrals
• More income
• More marketing
• More Internet referrals
• More referral staff
• More efficient phone system
• More efficient reporting procedures
• More attention to you and your needs  

And there are more benefits to come in the next few
months.

Again this year, my extended family hiked together in
Colorado. The air was thin, but the laughter was thick. Most
hiking is great fun. And while hiking of dues is not fun, at some
point it becomes necessary to cover the costs that are increasing

daily. Postage was 27 cents eight years ago and is now almost
double. Insurance and supplies are constantly on an upwards
march. When the time comes to ask you to provide additional
membership dues to us, I hope that you will feel we have
earned your support.  

I have been appointed to a three-year term on the American
Bar Association’s Standing Committee on Lawyer Referral and
Information Service. My first meeting will take place at the
Lawyer Referral and Information Service Conference in New
Orleans in mid-October. It is my understanding that the
association will assign me to a specific committee or project; I’ll
let you know what that is as soon as I find out.  I consider this
appointment to be national-level recognition for the value that
the San Fernando Valley Bar Association brings to the table.

Once again, the San Fernando Valley Bar Association, the
Valley Community Legal Foundation, and the Haven Hills
domestic violence program are uniting. The program is a
recipient of one of the Valley Community Legal Foundation
grants. Haven Hills is honoring bar member Barbara Jean Penny
for her long years of  work with that organization.  Barbara Jean
has an illustrious and industrious history of helping others, and
has received the State Bar’s President’s Pro Bono Service award.
In one single year, she provided more than 300 hours of pro
bono service.  

We all benefit from working together, from role models
such as Barbara Jean Penny, and from organizations like the
Community Legal Foundation and Haven Hills.

September 2007 www.sfvba.org Bar Notes • 5
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In addition to installing Bendavid-Arbiv and Kraft into
their presidential position, the bar will be bestowing the
President’s Award on Valley lawyer John B. Marshall. Like
Bendavid-Arbiv, Marshall is a partner with Lewitt Hackman.  

“I’m thrilled to be giving this recognition to John,”
McCabe, who, as outgoing president of the bar, will be
presenting the award. “He demonstrates everything the
award stands for: hard work, leadership, creativity,
dedication, and the highest ethical standards.” 

Marshall, who has practiced law since 1969, focuses his
practice on real estate, health care, corporate, and civil
litigation. A name partner with the firm, he represents a
number of hospitals.

“John was instrumental in the negotiation of the new
lease for the bar’s new offices,” McCabe says. “Without his
expertise, the bar would have been in a position of financial
disadvantage.” 

Marshall is admitted to practice before the U.S. District
Courts for the Northern, Eastern, Central and Southern
Districts of California, and before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

“This award is such an honor for me,” Marshall says.
“It’s always such a boost when you are recognized by your
peers for doing something you enjoy so much.”

Marshall taught business law classes as an adjunct
professor at the University of California at Los Angeles from

1975-2000. He has served as a settlement officer, arbitrator
and judge pro tem for the Los Angeles Superior Court.
Marshall served on the Corporations Committee of the 
State Bar of California, which analyzes and makes
recommendations concerning legislation affecting
corporations

“I’m grateful for the broad legal and financial
background I’ve gained through my work, studies and
volunteer efforts,” Marshall says. “This all helps me provide
better client service in so many situations.” 

Marshall attended law school at Boalt Hall, University of
California, Berkeley, graduating in 1969. He was elected to
the Order of the Coif and named a Regents Fellow in Law by
the Board of Regents of the University of California. He
served as a special editorial assistant with California
Continuing Education of the Bar, where he worked on the
California Corporate Securities Law book.

This year the bar is offering a sponsored wine tasting
event during the cocktail reception, underwritten by the
Exact Staff company. Exact Staff is considered one of the
premier staffing industry leaders in Southern California. 

“It is through Exact Staff’s generous contribution that
the bar is able to offer the best of Malibu Family Wines,”
Executive Director Liz Post says.

Malibu Family Wines is located deep in Malibu's Santa
Monica Mountains on the 1,000-acre Saddlerock Ranch. The
winery has been the filming location for more than 100
movies, commercials and television shows. And the estate is
home to dozens of horses and exotic animals such as llamas,
emus, macaws, peacocks, camels and zebras.

“Our vineyard has 60,000 vines on 65 acres,” owner
Ron Semler says. “The high altitude and separation from the
coast, ideal weather conditions and rich, rocky soil make the
perfect environment for growing premium wine grapes.” 

Malibu Family Winery is a joint endeavor between the
Semler and the DeJoria families. John Paul DeJoria created a
well-known line of hair care products and salons. The
Semler family owns Saddlerock Ranch and has lived on the
site for twenty-seven years. 

“Our winery started planting in 1997 with 14 acres of
Cabernet and Merlot,” Mr. Semler says. “Today, we have
eight varietals planted: Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot,
Sauvignon Blanc, Syrah, Malbec, Grenache, Mouvedre, and
Viognier.” 

Malibu Family Wines is best known for integrating new-
world technology with old-world artistry. Hand-picked and
sorted the same day, the vines are typically harvested in late
September or early October. Wines are aged in a
combination of premium French and American oak. The
final result is considered by wine industry insiders to be
complex and drinkable, a blend of fruit, tannins and
structure. 

Installation Gala, continued from cover
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While the dollar figures are low compared to most
litigated matters heard in any courtroom in Los Angeles
County, the stakes for the litigants are high. And it’s 
just another day in Small
Claims Court, Commissioner
Martin E. Green’s favorite
calendar. Commissioner
Green has been a bench
officer for 15 years, the last five in
Chatsworth.     

Commissioner Green sits in Dept
F43 in Chatsworth, where he regularly
hears small claims cases and unlawful
detainer matters.  He hears requests
for Domestic Violence Orders a few
times a week and deals with ex-parte
matters for the limited jurisdiction
judges.  

“Small claims is my first love,”
Commissioner Green says. “I can get
to the heart of the matter; keep it
moving; help people get to the relevant issues.”    

On a typical day Green hears five to 10 unlawful detainer
cases as well as five or so small claims matters in the morning.
Some unlawful detainer cases are prove-ups, while some are
contested matters. He typically hears ten more small claims
matters each afternoon, plus a few ex parte motions.  

“There are a lot of very good unlawful detainer attorneys,”
Commissioner Green says. “I’m fortunate to have them appear
before me.”

But he is not as upbeat about the encounter when
attorneys 
who have no unlawful detainer experience come before him.

“It is often a disaster,” he says. “The area is hyper-
technical and the law and rules have to be followed. Attorneys
with no experience should refer the case to someone or learn
UD law.”

Commissioner Green is astounded by how unprepared
parties are for their small claims matters. They will bring no
witnesses, no pictures, no medical reports to show damages –
the simplest things, he says. And they make other blunders as
well. 

“They sue the wrong person, or they do not have proper
standing themselves,” he says. “But I’m patient. They have the
right to try to prove their case.” 

Commissioner Green’s motion calendar consists of
discovery motions, requests for continuances, and motions to
strike, and he hears exemption claims. He prefers to 
do his own research for the motions on his calendar, although
he uses the research attorney from time to 
time. He occasionally gets involved in settling cases, when
requested.  

A graduate of the University of Southern California and
Southwestern Law School, Commissioner Green became an
attorney because he thought it suited his abilities. He

practiced law for 17 years
before joining the bench,
eight of those as a public
defender and nine more as a
private criminal defense
attorney.

According to Commissioner
Green, he practice was primarily
defending misdemeanor matters,
where he usually dealt with someone
who had made a mistake. He says they
are usually not bad people. But he
chafed at other aspects of his practice.

“[S]ometimes you have to take
uncomfortable positions for people
who are less than reputable,” he says.
“I did not enjoy that aspect,
obviously.”

Before his assignment to the Chatsworth courthouse,
Commissioner Green sat in the San Fernando courthouse

BY M. JONATHAN HAYES

“Small claims is my first love. I can get to the 
heart of the matter; keep it moving; help people

get their day in court efficiently.”   

LAW OFFICES

MAZO & VIDOR
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

LAW OFFICES

PISEGNA & ZIMMERMAN

In Association with

NEIL M. MAZO & PAUL M. VIDOR
WILLIAM ZIMMERMAN & LORI DECRISTO

A t t o r n e y s  a t  L a w

continued on page 19
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Every attorney has personal “war
stories” about that “so-and-so”
opposing counsel whose conduct has
resulted in unnecessary motions,
unwarranted cancellations and delays
in proceedings, frivolous and
groundless objections, refusal to
timely or rationally meet and confer or
where opposing counsel engages in
just plain obnoxious
behavior.  

Or even worse,
many attorneys have
heard of opposing
counsel who file and
serve Ex Parte Notice
of Motions or
Deposition Notices on the eve of a
major holiday or when they know
counsel is absent from the office for
vacation simply to gain an unfair
advantage or for the sake of making
opposing counsel’s vacation or holiday
miserable. 

It is this behavior, perceived 
or real, that has resulted in the 
State Bar of California Board of
Governors implementing the
voluntary “Guidelines for Civility
and Professionalism.” The purpose of
these guidelines is to change the
perception that there is an increase 
in abusive, unprofessional and 
uncivil behavior by attorneys, both 
in and out of court.  Outgoing 
State Bar President Sheldon Sloan
pledged to reduce what he 
says is a decline in civil behavior. 
His stated goal was to create a
behavioral “gold standard” for
California lawyers to follow. The new
guidelines are the end result of his
pledge. 

The task force approved
guidelines dealing with eight aspects
of professionalism: 

• Civility 
• Professional integrity 

• Personal dignity 
• Candor 
• Diligence 
• Respect 
• Courtesy 
• Cooperation

The guidelines address these topics in
21 sections, summarized below. The
guidelines include special additional

provisions for family law and criminal
law practitioners. 

1. Responsibilities to the Justice
System. The dignity, decorum and
courtesy that have traditionally
characterized the courts and legal
profession of civilized nations are not
empty formalities. They are essential
to an atmosphere that promotes justice
and to an attorney’s responsibility for
the fair and impartial administration
of justice.

2. Responsibilities to the Public and
Profession. The goals of the profession
include improving the administration
of justice and contributing time to
persons and organizations that cannot
afford legal assistance. Attorneys
should mentor new members of the
bar in applying these guidelines.

3. Responsibilities to the Client and
Client Representatives. Clients are to
be treated with courtesy and respect;
attorneys are not to engage in abusive
behavior or other conduct
unbecoming a member of the bar and
officer of the court; clients should not
prevail upon their counsel to engage in

uncivil conduct; the guidelines should
not be compromised to gain an
advantage.

4. Communications. All communi-
cations should reflect civility,
professional integrity, personal dignity
and respect for the legal system.

5 .  P u n c t u a l i t y .
Attorneys should be
punctual at trials,
hearings, meetings,
depositions and other
scheduled
appearances.

6. Scheduling, Continuances, and
Extensions of Time. Civility 
and courtesy in the scheduling 
of meetings, hearings and discovery 
are expected; attorneys are to consider
the client’s interests, the need to
promptly resolve issues, the schedules
and willingness of others to grant
reciprocal extensions, and other
relevant factors in considering
extensions of time; reasonable
extensions of time should be 
granted if not adverse to the clients’
interests.

7. Service of Papers. The timing and
manner of service of papers is not to
be used to the disadvantage of a party
receiving the papers.

8. Writings Submitted to the Court,
Counsel or Other Parties. All writing
should be factual, concise and focused
on the issues to be decided. 

9. Discovery. Early Meet and Confer
conferences are encouraged to explore
voluntary disclosure, including the
identification of the issues,
identification of the persons with
knowledge and the exchange of

BY CYNTHIA ELKINS

“I will abstain from rude, disruptive, disrespectful and

abusive behavior and will act with dignity, decency,

courtesy and candor with opposing counsel, the courts

and the public.” - State Bar Civility Guidelines Pledge
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documents; formal discovery should
be designed to fulfill the purposes 
of the California Discovery Act;
discovery is not to be used to harass an
opposing counsel, party or witness nor
used to delay the resolution of a
dispute. 

10. Motion Practice. Attorneys should
consider contacting opposing counsel
to informally resolve and/or limit any
dispute prior to filing any motion. 

11. Dealing with Non-Party
Witnesses. All dealings with non-
party witnesses should exhibit the
highest standards of civility.

12. Ex Parte Communications With
the Court. No ex parte communi-
cation with a judicial officer on the
substance of a case pending before the
court should occur in a social setting,
or otherwise.

13. Settlement and Alternative
Dispute Resolution. Settlement and
alternative dispute resolution should
be explored with clients and opposing
counsel in every case as soon as
possible, and during the course of
litigation. 

14. Conduct in Court Attorneys
should always act respectfully and
with dignity in court and assist the
court in the proper handling of a case
to promote a positive image of the
profession. 

15. Defaults. No default of an
opposing party known to be
represented by counsel without giving
the party advance warning should be
taken. 

16. Social Relationships – Judicial
Officers, Neutrals and Court-
Appointed Experts. To avoid the
appearance of bias, attorneys should
notify opposing counsel or an
unrepresented party of any close,
personal relationships between an
attorney and a judicial officer,
arbitrator, mediator or court appointed

expert, allowing an opportunity for
objection. 

17. Privacy. The privacy rights of
parties and non-parties must be
respected. 

18. Negotiation of Written
Agreements. Attorneys engaged in
transactional practices have unique
responsibilities because there is no
judicial intervention. The negotiation
and conclusion of written agreements
should be done in a cooperative
manner with informed authority of the
client. 

19. Additional Family Law
Provisions. Attorneys in family law
proceedings should seek to reduce
emotional tension and trauma and
encourage the parties and attorneys to
interact in a cooperative atmosphere
and keep the best interests of the
children in mind. 

20. Additional Criminal Law
Provisions. Prosecutors are charged

with seeking justice, while defenders
must zealously represent their clients
in the face of overwhelming evidence
of guilt. Criminal law attorneys should
appreciate these roles. 

21. Court Proceedings. Judges are
encouraged to become familiar with
these guidelines and support and
promote them where appropriate in
proceedings.

A complete transcript of these
guidelines, with examples, can be
found at the state bar’s website at
www.calbar.ca.gov.
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Steven A. Meadville, Esq., Of Counsel     Cynthia R. Hodes, Esq.
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805.497.8605
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Hoefflin & Associates, A Law Corporation
Personalized representation to attain client goals

Refer with confidence

• Real Estate
• Partnerships/LLC’s
• Business and Corporate
• Family Trusts

• Executive Employment
• Alternate Dispute Resolution
• Entertainment

Hoefflin & Associates delivers results by putting client interests first and
using a team-based approach to creatively, intelligently, and effectively
resolve legal matters.  Specializing in disputes and litigation including:

left to right

Cynthia Elkins is co-chair of the

SFVBA’s Resolutions Committee, which

provides delegates and resolutions to 

the Conference of Delegates of 

California Bar Associations. Elkins

represents employers concerning their

employment law concerns. She can be

contacted at (818) 598-6771 and

celkins@employer-law.com.
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Lawyers should use and trust their intuition in making
decisions in negotiations as well as litigation. Intuitive
decisions based on thorough preparation and analysis will
serve advocates well in everything they do.

An enlightening example of intuition vs. logic is the well-
known art fake that the Getty Museum recently purchased.
(All references to the Getty Museum’s Kouros statue and its
circumstances are from Gladwell, Malcolm, “Blink; The
Power of Thinking Without Thinking,” Back Bay Books,
2005.)

When the world-famous Getty Museum in Los Angeles
decided to purchase a Greek statute known as “Kouros,” a
rare and beautiful marble statue of a Greek youth, the
institution relied on an expert geologist to determine the age
of the statute. The museum spent huge sums on legal fees to
determine its provenance. After 14 months of analysis, the
Getty spent a fortune to purchase this rare statue.

Almost immediately, problems surfaced. Italian art
historian Federic Zeri stared at the sculpture’s fingernails,
which seemed wrong. Evelyn Harrison, an expert on Greek
sculpture, instantly stated that the statue was a fake.

When Thomas Hoving, the former director of New York’s

Metropolitan Museum of Art, first saw it, he called the statue
“fresh.” Hoving had been on many digs in Sicily and found
bits and pieces of this type of statute. According to Hoving,
these types of statues just don’t come out looking like that. He
said that the Kouros looked like it had been dipped in the
very best café latte from Starbucks.

George Despinis, the head of the Acropolis Museum in
Athens, took one look at the Kouros and said that anyone
who has ever seen a sculpture coming out of the ground
could tell that this thing has never been in the ground.

The consensus was that the intuitive, gut reaction of the
experts was correct. The analytical opinion of the geologists
and all of the legal minds was mistaken – the Kouros was a
fake!

What lesson can lawyers learn from this demonstration of
intuition? Lawyers are indoctrinated that the only proper
approach to advocacy is to rely on methodical, logical, and
analytical approaches. There is a pronounced disdain for
anything intuitive. Lawyers don’t “feel.” They think and make
decisions based on hard facts and legal precedent. But lawyers
should learn to use their intuitive skills in making decisions,
advising clients, negotiating deals and presenting to judges
and juries.

10 • Bar Notes www.sfvba.org September 2007

BY MYER J. SANKARY  

20712_Barnotes_september  8/22/07  8:26 AM  Page 10



September 2007 www.sfvba.org Bar Notes • 11

One leading authority in the field
of the science of intuition is Gary
Klein, author of “Sources of Power;
How People Make Decisions” (MIT
Press, 1998) and “The Power of
Intuition; How to Use Your Gut
Feelings to Make Better Decisions at
Work.”  (Doubleday, 2003).

Klein determined that the way
military professionals make decisions
was different in the field than the way
decisions-making occurs in a
classroom. He found that in all these
situations professionals made instant
decisions based on pattern recognition.
Klein concluded that the sources of
power needed in natural settings are
usually not analytical at all – but rather
the power of intuition, mental
simulation, metaphor, and storytelling
are used in high stakes, dynamic
conditions, and time pressured
decision making. Klein made the
following observations about
naturalistic decision making:

1. The power of intuition enables us to
size up a situation quickly.

2. The power of mental simulation lets
us imagine how a course of action
might be carried out.
3. The power of metaphor lets us draw
on our experience by suggesting
parallels between the current situation
and something else we have come
across.
4. The power of storytelling helps us
consolidate our experiences to make
them available in the future, either to
ourselves or to others.

The recognition-primed decision
model merges two processes: 1) sizing
up the situation to recognize which
course of action makes sense, and 2)
evaluating that course of action by
imagining it.

Skilled decision-makers know that
they can depend on their intuition. The
same can be said about lawyers who
must rely on their experience, whether
in negotiating deals or trying a case.
Lawyers must be prepared for any
situation in which they represent a
client’s interest.

The best lawyers, however, use a
“sixth sense” when confronted with
real-time situations in which they must
respond immediately to each move in
the negotiation or each question asked,
answered, or avoided in trial. They
must recognize patterns, clues and cues
to instantly respond.

Judges constantly use intuition in
making decisions. When counsel
recently asked a judge how he knew
the best way to proceed in a mandatory
settlement conference, how he
determined what the case was worth,
how he selected a number that he
thought the parties should accept as
settlement, the judge replied,
“experience and intuition!” When
asked how he was he able to make
instant decisions during a trial
concerning evidentiary motions, he
admitted that he used his experience
and intuition.

While relying on intuition has its
drawbacks – bias based on emotion, for
example - logical analysis also has its
drawbacks. Wrong assumptions, faulty

HAS YOUR CLIENT BEEN BURNED
BY A STOCKBROKER?

SECURITIES LAW
Claims Against Stockbrokers
Stock Market Losses Caused by:

Excessive Trading in Account
Unsuitable Investments Misrepresentation

Variable Annuities

LAW OFFICES OF 
JONATHAN W. EVANS & ASSOCIATES

31 Years in practice
Arbitrator for Superior and 

Municipal Court

NO RECOVERY – NO FEE
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Call today for an appointment
(818) 982-1881 • (800) 699-1881

(213) 626-1881
www.stocklaw.com

12711 Ventura Blvd., Suite 440
Studio City, CA 91604

20712_Barnotes_september  8/22/07  8:26 AM  Page 11



Veteran bankruptcy
and insolvency attorney
Andrew Goodman
recently opened his own
law firm in Westlake
Village. His clients
include institutional and
asset-based lenders,
secured creditors,

business and consumer debtors, bankruptcy
trustees and creditors’ committees. Prior to
launching his own firm, Goodman was a
partner with Encino-based Greenberg & Bass
for thirteen years, where he lead the firm’s
bankruptcy practice group.

Michele Morley,
SFVBA Associate
Executive Director for
Public Services, has been
appointed to the ABA’s
Lawyer Referral &
Information Service
Standing Committee for
a three-year term. 

The committee provides support and
assistance to local public service lawyer
referral programs that provide information
on appropriate, quality legal services to 
the public. Morley has been director of 
the SFVBA the Attorney Referral Service
since 1999.
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logic, missing facts, complexity, and
emotional mindsets can lead lawyers to
make mistakes that can be as costly as
relying on intuition. The biggest
problem with analysis is that it can lead
to paralysis. In this situation, counsel
never feels confident enough to make a
decision, always desiring more
information and more analysis.    

The skillful lawyer knows when to
use his power of analysis, but the
exceptional lawyer knows when to use a
sixth sense or intuition, as well as
reasoning. To understand and improve
intuitive skills, counsel should consider
reading Gary Klein’s work, in which he
has analyzed this sub-cognitive aspect of
our mind. His book makes this subject
understandable so that lawyers can use
intuition to help them make better,
immediate and more spontaneous
decisions.

Myer Sankary is a neutral with 
ADR Services, Inc. He can be 
contacted at (818) 325-8989 and
myerJ@sankary.com.
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Bendavid-Arbiv, a trustee for multiple terms, says. “It’s
enabled us to develop a detailed grasp of both the big picture
and the tiny details of the
organization, so we can see avenues
to serve members and the larger
Valley community.”

Bendavid-Arbiv is a long-time
partner with Encino’s Lewitt,
Hackman, Shapiro, Marshall &
Harlan, which offers business, real
estate and civil litigation services.
The firm services individual
entrepreneurs, start-ups, highly
compensated executives, family
businesses, and multi-national
companies. Lewitt Hackman has 
long been a leader in supporting the
needs of the bar and the San
Fernando Valley. 

“One of our targeted projects this
year is working with the local courts
to initiate some coordinated outreach
programs,” Bendavid-Arbiv, who specializes in employer-
side employment litigation and counseling, says. “We’ve
developed some broadly-defined outreach programs to the
community to encourage a better understanding of and
respect for the judicial system, bench officers, and lawyers.” 

Bendavid-Arbiv is no stranger to the courthouse
experience. She has represented employers before the U.S.

Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, the California
Department of Fair Employment and
Housing, the California Employment
Development Department, the
California Labor Commissioner
(Division of Labor Standards
Enforcement) and the U.S.
Department of Labor. She is admitted
before the U.S. District Court and the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. She
has substantial experience pursuing
writs, appeals and motions of all
kinds, as well as trial work.

“The goal of our outreach program
is to educate the public in a non-
threatening way about the
importance of jury service,” she says.
“We’re trying to guide the public’s

perspective so that prospective jurors develop respect for
this civic duty, rather than dreading it.”

Bendavid-Arbiv’s professional work has exposed her to a
variety of workplace situations involving myriad factors. She
regularly assists employers with hiring and firing, wage and
hour, leave, wrongful termination, harassment,
discrimination and retaliation issues. And she brings a
preventive law approach to her clients at every opportunity,
preparing employee handbooks, policies and employment
agreements. And all of this has brought her into contact with
numerous impressive and diverse opposing counsel.

“We’re committed to developing and supporting
programs that encourage diversity,” she says. “We’ll be
working with local bars to increase diversity, both on the
bench and among lawyers, to best serve the public’s
interests.”

In addition to her client obligations, Bendavid-Arbiv is a
busy public speaker, and she often meets Valley lawyers in
the context of programming through other bars. While she
sees value in networking in a larger arena, she believes that
the most effective networking begins at home, right in the
San Fernando Valley.

“A large part of our agenda for ’07-’08 is expanding the
bar’s networking and marketing support activities,”
Bendavid-Arbiv, who recently lectured to the Volunteer
Center of Los Angeles on Unlawful Harassment in
Employment, Sterling Education Services on Managing the
Modern Workforce, and contributed to the yearly
Employment Law Update, says. “There is tremendous value
in getting to know fellow members at the San Fernando
Valley Bar, so lawyers can get the professional guidance they
might need and at the same time cross-refer business to well-
qualified counsel.”
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continued on page 21

Dual Focus, continued from cover

Are You Ready to Vote?
The San Fernando Valley Bar elections are right around the corner.

I would like to ask for your vote as a candidate for the SFVBA Board
of Trustees.

Starting a solo corporate law practice from scratch after thirteen years
as a big firm lawyer and in-house counsel has taught me how critical
networking opportunities can be.  As a member of the Membership &
Marketing Committee, I recently proposed and organized a
networking/pool tournament mixer for October.  I hope to use the
mixer as the launching point for creating a regular slate of
opportunities for the SFVBA to stay in contact with their best referral
source – each other.

I am also committed to leveraging my roles as Chairman of the LA
Venture Association (LAVA), advisory board member for the
Entrepreneur Mentor Society and regular speaker for Women In
Technology International (WITI) to help expand the SFVBA’s visibility
in the marketplace.

Please help me help you by lending me your support and your vote.

Vote for Matt Crowley
Candidate for Board of Trustees

Bendavid-Arbiv recognized by Presiding Judge J. Stephen Czuleger
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6:00 p.m. Reception and Wine Tasting

7:00 p.m. Dinner and Installation Ceremony

Cocktail attire and black-tie optional

$90 per ticket/$900 table of ten

Valet parking $6/car

For tickets and information, contact Linda Temkin
(818) 227-0490, ext. 105
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No matter how long it’s been since
you graduated from school, September
probably still brings a sense of a new
beginning.  Summer is over and it is
time to dig back in, and with the
beginning of the new year comes the
start of the United States Supreme
Court session. It is in connection with
that day that the Santa Clarita Valley
Bar Association will again hold its
annual Law Appreciation Day.  

What is Law Appreciation Day? 
It is a day where we provide a forum 
for our local Los Angeles County 
Sheriff, California Highway Patrol, and
Los Angeles County Fire Department
offices, the Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors, Los Angeles County
District Attorney and our own 
bar association to honor local
individuals who have made significant
contributions to our community. On
Law Appreciation Day, we will honor
some of our local heroes, including law
enforcement officers and fire fighters
who keep us safe and maintain our
sense of security.  And we will honor
members of the legal community who
help to enforce the rule of law and all of
the protections afforded to our citizens,
as well as recognize local high school
students who have truly made a
difference.  

Law Day will be held on October 1,
2007, at the Hyatt Hotel in Valencia.
We look forward to honoring our local
heroes with a record turn out.
Advertising and sponsorships are
available. Call Brian Koegle at (661)
290-2991 for more information.

Our Law Appreciation Day heroes
are not the only heroes in our valley.
Attorneys Rick Patterson and Anthony
Zinnanti heard about a self-proclaimed
pedophile making Santa Clarita one of
his stomping grounds, so these two
litigator-fathers sought an injunction

preventing this individual from visiting
any Santa Clarita location where
children congregate. Not only did they
obtain the injunction, Judge Melvin
Sandvig in Chatsworth expanded the
scope of the injunction to cover the
entire state of California.  

“Thank you,” Rick Patterson and
Anthony Zinnanti; you are truly

deserving of the title of local hero, and
“thank you,” Judge Sandvig, for your
foresight and commitment to the
children of this state.

Meeting Recap
Do you watch CSI, Bones, Law &

Order, or any other forensic-based
television shows? I have to admit that I

September 2007 www.sfvba.org Bar Notes • 17

CARYN BROTTMAN SANDERS, SCVBA PRESIDENT
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watch them all. Our July 19 program on this topic was
outstanding.  

Judge Craig Richman; Bob Wachsmuth, retired homicide
detective, now a cold-case investigator for the Los Angeles
County Sheriff's Dept.; and Robert Kiel, Senior Criminalist
and Firearm's Examiner with the Los Angeles County
Sheriff's Dept. led an informative and interesting discussion
on the realities of forensic investigations and jury
expectations. The three speakers brought an invaluable 
mix of experience to the subject. The program was both
educational and enjoyable.

Coming Up
E-Filing required!  Learn all you need you know about

the new mandatory e-filing requirements in federal court for
both criminal and civil cases from a representative of the
United States District Court. If you practice in federal court or
may do so in the future, don’t miss this opportunity to learn
about the new requirements and process at our September 20
dinner meeting.

Our October 18 lunch meeting will be a 
panel discussion about Homeowner’s Associations, 
including rights and obligations of the residents 
and the associations and the enforcement of those rights.

Please check our website at www.scvbar.org for updates
on our events and our association. 

• Member of the SFVBA 
Board of  Trustees since 2002

• Experienced in handling 
Appellate, Federal and State 
Criminal Cases

• Certified Criminal Law Specialist, 
Certified by the Board of Legal
Specialization of the State Bar 
of California

SEYMOUR I. AMSTER

6320 Van Nuys Boulevard, Suite 300

Van Nuys, CA 91401

(818) 947-0104 Fax: (818) 781-8180
siaesq1@aol.com

Attorney at Law
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This month, the foundation begins
its new year, and we will install our
new board members at the San
Fernando Valley Bar Association’s
Installation Gala on Saturday night,
September 15, at the Woodland Hills
Hilton. All board members will be
present and sworn in that night.

This year, we have several new
board members: Judges Wendy Kohn
and Susan Speer; attorneys David
Rand, Vahid Naziri, Irene Mak and
Jeffrey Vallens; and businessman Bill
Farrar. They have all committed to
support the foundation and we are

deeply grateful for their assistance and
look forward to a very successful year.

And we are thankful to retiring
board members, many after years of
faithful service to our foundation.
Thanks again to all who participated
last year. The foundation distributed
$44,000 this year in scholarships and
grants.

But we continue to seek funding to
underwrite a Children's Waiting Room
at both the San Fernando and Van
Nuys courthouses. Donations should
be mailed to the bar association office,
designated “Children's Waiting Room.”

Call me with any questions about this
project at (818) 883-1330.

Don’t forget that you can donate
$20 to the Valley Community Legal
Foundation on your bar association
dues notice, in addition to your yearly
dues. Your charitable donation helps
the local valley community. And we are
already planning next year's
fundraising event, so watch for further
information in future Bar Notes. We
appreciate the support of the bar
association.

And remember: Generosity counts!
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MARCIA L. KRAFT, VCLF PRESIDENT

Todd B. Becker
3750 E. Anaheim St. Suite 100
Long Beach, CA 90804
(562) 495-1500 Fax (562) 494-8904
becker@toddbeckerlaw.com

Anthony Dean Brosamle
McGuireWoods LLP
1800 Century Park East 8th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90067
(310) 315-8200 Fax (310) 315-8210
abrosamle@mcguirewoods.com

Erin Dixon
26801 Pine Cliff Place 
Valencia, CA 91381
(661) 291-1476 Fax (661) 799-8094
erinesqued@aol.com

Asmik Jasmine Gevorkyan
4740 Kester Avenue Suite 6
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
(818) 788-5554
gevorkyan@justice.com
Litigation

Denise M. Hippach
18988 Soledad Canyon Road 
Canyon Country, CA 91351
(661) 252-9871 
dmhippach@lacrimelawyers.com

Jor Law
13701 Riverside Drive Ste. 612
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423
(213) 291-8663 
jlaw@jorlawfirm.com

Frank E. Miller
14401 Sylvan Street No. 211
Van Nuys, CA 91401
(818) 994-5000 Fax (818) 994-5045
Fem1@earthlink.net
Criminal Law

David F. Makkabi
20311 Delita Drive 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364
(818) 470-4401 Fax (818) 992-4089
dmakkabi@gmail.com
Litigation, Real Property

Sarah Linn Ritts
Call Me Process Serving
19252 Harliss Street 
Northridge, CA 91324
(818) 317-0007 Fax (818) 885-5806
callmeprocessserving@gmail.com
Paralegal

Christina Lynn Rymsza
5756 Andasol Ave. 
Encino, CA 91316
(818) 343-1547 
clrymsza@excite.com

Roth Sam
McCurdy & Leibl, LLP
12925 Riverside Drive 3rd Floor
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
(818) 380-0123 Fax (818) 380-0124
rothsam@gmail.com

Jaclyn T Swe
Adelman & Seide, LLP
16055 Ventura Boulevard Suite 712
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 981-8810 Fax (818) 981-8656
jswe@adelman-seide.com

Valana K. Timroth
P.O. Box 7861 
Porter Ranch, CA 91327

Lawrence P. Watkin
Watkin Law Corporation
6345 Balboa Blvd. Ste. 257
Encino, CA 91316
(818) 343-7042 Fax (818) 343-7022
wlc.law@earthlink.net

Lynn A. Whitcher
McGuireWoods LLP
1800 Century Park East 8th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90067
(310) 315-8200 Fax (310) 315-8210
lwhitcher@mcguirewoods.com

Erik E. Woodbury
Michelman & Robinson LLP
4 Hutton Center Drive Suite 300
Santa Ana, CA 92707
(714) 557-7990 Fax (714) 557-7991
ewoodbury@mrlp.com
Litigation

John R. Yates
Greenberg & Bass
16000 Ventura Blvd. Suite 1000
Encino, CA 91436
(818) 382-6200 Fax (818) 986-6534
jyates@greenbass.com
Intellectual Property, Litigation

TTHHEE  FFOOLLLLOOWWIINNGG  JJOOIINNEEDD  TTHHEE  SSFFVVBBAA  IINN  JJUUNNEE  AANNDD  JJUULLYY  22000077::

hearing misdemeanor arraignments 
for several years. He says that was a
good job.

“I don’t care for jury trials, at least
from the bench side - there is just not
enough action,” he says. “As an
attorney, I enjoyed it, trying to get the
job done right.”

At the beginning of each year,
Commissioner Green spends a half day
with other bench officers in a seminar
reviewing the new changes in the law.
Commissioners undergo 30 hours of
judicial education every three years. 
He recently attended an all-day seminar
in Los Angeles on civil cases. But 
his heart belongs in Chatsworth.

For enjoyment Green reads,
studies and collects works of classical
art, and travels. He has been on eight
cruises and has traveled to Europe four
times. 

“I hope my future is here in
Chatsworth - I enjoy the people here,”
he says, “I enjoy the assignment.”

Bench Brief, continued from page 7

M. Jonathan Hayes is a 1976 graduate 
of Loyola Law School. His practice 
is primarily in the area of 
bankruptcy. He can be contacted at 
(818) 710-3656 and jhayes@polarisnet.net. 
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San Fernando Valley 
Bar Association 

Litigation Section & ADR Section

3-Hour MCLE 
Litigation and ADR Update

November 14, 2007
5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Sportsmen’s Lodge, Studio City

Top Ten Mistakes made by Lawyers in Court 
and Other Updates from the Bench – 2007

Judge Bert Glennon

Discovery Laws Update
Jill McDonnell

Discovery laws have changed dramatically since the new 
re-codification in 2006; learn about all the new changes in
the discovery rules and the new cases relating to discovery 

as well as valuable tactics and strategies in enforcing discovery.

ADR Update
Eleanor Barr

Many new cases have come down in 2006 and 2007
regarding ADR.  There are several cases before the Supreme
Court.  Learn about these new cases and changes and make

sure that your Settlement language sticks.

Civil Procedure/Law & Motion and Trial Update
Sue Bendavid-Arbiv

Learn about new developments in civil procedure and law
and motion practice as well as new law affecting how you 

try a case.  Get new valuable litigation strategies. 

$55 Member price if reserved by October 14
$65 Member price if reserved by November 10
$75 Member price at the Door
$20 Additional for non-members

Prices includes dinner and all handout materials

Conference of Delegates to those who coordinate and provide our
continuing education programs - our attorney’s give countless hours of
service to our members, the pubic and the courts.

All the attorneys who volunteer their services make a difference in
the lives of others. As we do our pro bono work, we travel a path not
typically chosen. I am proud to be associated with an organization that
is so unusually dedicated to serving our profession and others.

I am again standing at a fork in the road, seeing where two roads
diverge. I can only see each road for a short distance, and must take a
leap of faith to decide which road to travel. But I know, based on
experience, that I will take the path less-traveled and see what it may
bring me in the coming year.

I thank my officers, Board of Trustees and bar staff, who have been
with me during this past year. For the new president, officers, trustees,
section chairs, staff and members of this dynamic organization, I wish a
journey that makes all the difference.

Seeing Ahead, Looking Back, continued from page 3
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According to Bendavid-Arbiv, activities that build
camaraderie benefit lawyers in a number of important ways,
so she is supporting programs that increase the social aspects
of the bar. She hopes to continue the concerts in the park
program, and she supports the newer social offerings of the
bar, including a billiards mixer that will be occurring
October 11. But she sees lawyers in a larger context as well.

“While networking is an important aspect of every
attorney’s professional life, continuing education is even
more significant,” she says. “We’ll be working closely with
the bar to ensure that we continue to offer high-quality
section meetings and seminars to our members and guests.”

She added that a primary focus on member benefits
includes providing library access, noting that last year bar
members lost their law library privileges at the University of
West Los Angeles. A study by the bar revealed that this is a
highly valued member benefit, one that is sorely missed. 

“The bar already has several plans in the works to
provide meaningful library access to members,” she says. “I
am aware that a lot of attorneys used this service in the past
and I understand how important it is to our members.”

Bendavid-Arbiv is thankful to outgoing president
Patricia McCabe for developing momentum to support
expansion of the bar and its programs.

“Patty worked hard this past year and accomplished so
much,” Bendavid-Arbiv says. “I’m grateful that she is going
to stay involved and offer her continued leadership.”

Bendavid-Arbiv, named one of the Top 25 Lawyers of the
Valley (San Fernando Valley Business Journal) and a Super
Lawyer (L.A. Magazine), won the Women Who Mean
Business award from the San Fernando Valley Business
Journal.  She is a judge in the National Moot Court
Competition and a volunteer mediator for the Valley
Associated Settlement Team.

"Sue cares deeply about the legal profession in general
and the Valley legal community in particular,” Lewitt,
Hackman managing partner Keith T. Zimmett says.

According to Zimmett, Sue is a dedicated professional
with vast knowledge of employment law. And her calm
personality and friendly disposition provides comfort to
management when dealing with difficult and stressful
employment law matters.   

“I’m confident that Sue will bring that same dedication,
friendliness, and expertise to her new position as president
of the San Fernando Valley Bar Association," he says.

In addition to her client matters and volunteer work,
Bendavid-Arbiv is a prolific writer, authoring numerous
scholarly pieces for the legal print media. Her published
works include “Got Lunch? California Supreme Court
Expands Employer Liability for Missed Meal and Rest
Periods,” “How to Handle When the Labor Commissioner
Visits,” “Minimum Wage Hike Guidelines,” “Decision Puts
Strict Rule on Pay of Temp Workers,” and “From the Mouths
of Babes: Deposing Children in Civil Suits.”

“I’m especially looking forward to working with Liz Post
and the entire bar staff,” Bendavid-Arbiv says. “They are
invaluable!” 

Dual Focus, continued from page 14
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As a member of the ABA's House of
Delegates, SFVBA Members can take
advantage of the ABA Retirement Funds
program, administered by global leader
State Street. The program provides full service, cost-effective
retirement plan solutions to law firms of all sizes, and 
charges no out-of-pocket fees for administrative services. 
For more information see the program's prospectus at
www.abaretirement.com or contact Plan Consultant Patrick
Conlon at (617) 376-9326.

Bank of America offers members a no annual 
fee WorldPoints® Platinum Plus® MasterCard®

credit card program. To apply by phone, call (800) 932-2775;
mention priority code FAA8O3.

Contact the SFVBA office to receive a package of
ddiissccoouunntt  ccoouuppoonnss  &&  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ccaarrddss for Southern
California’s major theme parks and attractions.

Chase Manhattan Mortgage gives members 11//22  ppooiinntt
ffeeee  ddiissccoouunntt on fixed and adjustable rate 
programs. Call John Bartnicki at (818) 226-0888.

SFVBA members ssaavvee  $$1100 on new AAA Membership. 
Please also ask us about new insurance with many avail-
able discounts. Call Hazel Sheldon at (818) 615-2289.
Mention campaign code 39727.

AAttttoorrnneeyy  SSeerrvviicceess  ooff  SSoouutthheerrnn  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa offers SFVBA
Members who open a new account FFRREEEE  ccoouurrtt  ffiilliinngg
service and guarantee to beat current process service
rates. Call (818) 772-4795.

Now Messenger Service offers members who open
new accounts a 55%%  ddiissccoouunntt off their current rates.

Call (818) 774-9111.

SFVBA rents its EExxeeccuuttiivvee  BBooaarrddrroooomm for depositions 
and hearings. Amenities include breakout room, 
beverage service, and free parking. Only $125 per day.

The SFVBA is working with The State Bar of
California and Marsh Affinity Group Services
to provide members with direct access to an

outstanding professional liability insurance program. SFVBA
Members benefit from the State Bar's buying power and
oversight committee. Visit www.myStateBar.com to complete a
short-form application or call (800)343-0132.

The San Fernando Valley Bar

Association has an online Mediator

Directory to help members and your

clients find qualified mediators.

To find an experienced mediator 
in all areas of law, visit

www.sfvba.org/public/mediatordir.htm

To be listed in the directory,

attorney mediators can visit our website 

to download an application.

John Arason
Contract Paralegal *

(Associate Member SFVBA since 2000)

Criminal Habeas Writ Assistant
Writ Package Content

* Full Record from Court of Appeal.
* All Court Dockets and Complete Trial Outline.

* Search on all Witnesses. (State & Federal)
* Above in 4” D-Binders, Indexed, and Labeled.
* Extra’s Included: CD (PDF) of Record & Docs,

Floppy w/all Courts Formatted Writs.
(Cover, Title Page, Index, Statement of Case,
Procedural History, & Facts, w/Certifications

and Proofs; in Word or WordPerfect)
* Other Writ Assistance based on hourly rate.

You write your arguments.

14416 Hamlin Street, Suite 104, Van Nuys, CA 91401
(818) 786-5762; (818) 782-9962 fax; (818) 903-6123 cell

cdas@sbcglobal.net

*Under Contract with attorneys licensed to practice law in California or 
in Federal Courts. 

No services offered to the General Public.
(Pursuant to California Bus. & Prof. Code 6450 et seq.)

Receive 10% off Super Value daily and weekly rates
and 5% off promotional rates from Avis Rent A Car.
To make a reservation, call (800) 331-1212 or visit
www.AVIS.com. When reserving a vehicle, provide discount
AWD Number G133902.

Join Southland Civic Federal Credit Union and gain access
to ggrreeaatt  iinntteerreesstt  rraatteess on deposits and loans, no fee traveler

checks, and more. Call (800) 426-1917.

SSppeeccttrruumm  CClluubbss offers SFVBA members corporate
discount rates on health club memberships with a
savings of $14 - $22 per month and a waiver of the $99
initiation fee. Canoga Park, Valencia and Thousand oaks locations. To sign
up, contact Kevin Brown in Canoga Park at (818) 884-5034.
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HHEELLPP  WWAANNTTEEDD……
AATTTTOORRNNEEYY
Law firm in Agoura Hills seeks attorneys with at
least three years of experience in: Homeowner
Associations, Criminal Defense, Family Law, Estate
Planning.  MChulak@MTCLaw.com or call (818)
991-9019.

SSUUPPPPOORRTT  SSEERRVVIICCEESS……
NNOOTTAARRYY OOFF TTHHEE VVAALLLLEEYY
Traveling Notary Public. 24 hours-7 Days.
Attorneys’ Office • Clients’ Office • Homes •
Hospitals • Jails. David Kaplan (818) 902-3853
SFVBA Assoc. Mbr. www.notaryofthevalley.com

CCAALLLL  MMEE  PPRROOCCEESSSS  SSEERRVVIINNGG
Los Angeles County Registered Process Server &
California State Notary Public. Specializing in the
San Fernando Valley. (818) 317-0007 ~
www.callmeprocessserving.com
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AATTTTOORRNNEEYY  TTOO
AATTTTOORRNNEEYY  RREEFFEERRRRAALLSS……
AAPPPPEEAALLSS &&  TTRRIIAALLSS
$125/hour. I'm an experienced trial/appellate
attorney, Law Review. I'll handle your appeals,
trials or assist with litigation. Alan Goldberg 
(818) 421-5328.

DDUUII,,  TTRRAAFFFFIICC CCIITTAATTIIOONNSS &&  PP..II..
Experienced attorney specializing in traffic 
related matters. Handling all court locations in
CA. 20% referral fee paid to attorneys per State
Bar rules. AMIR SOLEIMANIAN.
(818) MR-TICKET (678-4253)

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT LLIITTIIGGAATTIIOONN
Sexual Harassment Discrimination, Wrongful
Termination, QuiTam/ Whistleblower, 
Overtime Violations, etc. 25% Referral Fee 
paid to attorneys per State Bar Rules.
Law Offices of  Jill B. Shigut (818) 992-2930.

PPEERRSSOONNAALL IINNJJUURRYY//
WWRROONNGGFFUULL TTEERRMMIINNAATTIIOONN

25-30% Referral Fee paid to attorneys on all
personal injury, products liability, wrongful
termination, sexual harassment, overtime
violations and discrimination. Firm (Flaig,
Mirroknian & Gordon LLP) has over 25 years
combined experience. Contact Donald W. Flaig,
Esq. (818) 255-0800 or dflaig@fmgllp.com.

PPRROOFFEESSSSIIOONNAALL CCOONNSSEERRVVAATTOORR
Registered CLINICAL PHARMACIST for 25 years
and now CA licensed Attorney and Professional
Conservator. I am available for Consultations,
Conservatorships, and Contract Legal Services:
LAW OFFICES OF JOEL B. CONNOR. (818) 430-
9189 or jbconnor@pacbell.net

SSTTAATTEE BBAARR CCEERRTT..  WWOORRKKEERRSS CCOOMMPP SSPPEECCIIAALLIISSTT
Over 30 years experience-quality practice.
20% Referral fee paid to attorneys per State Bar
rules. Goodchild & Duffy, PLC. (818) 380-1600.

WWRROONNGGFFUULL TTEERRMMIINNAATTIIOONN
25% Referral Fee paid to attorneys per State Bar
Rules on Wrongful Termination, Sexual 
Harassment, Discrimination, and Federal False
Claim Cases. 20+ years experience; Heavy Jury
Trial Experience. Danz & Gerber (818) 783-7300

EEXXPPEERRTT……
SSTTAATTEE BBAARR DDEEFFEENNSSEE &&  PPRREEVVEENNTTAATTIIVVEE LLAAWW
Former: State Bar Prosecutor; Judge Pro Tem. 
Legal Malpractice Expert, Bd. Certified CA & ABA.
BS, MBA, JD, CAOC, ASCDC, A.V. (818) 986-
9890 Fmr. Chair SFBA Ethics, Litigation. Phillip
Feldman. www.LegalMalpracticeExperts.com.
StateBarDefense@aol.com

SSPPAACCEE  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE……
EENNCCIINNOO
Prime office space in charming 2-story building.
Furnished or Unfurnished. Waiting room, central
air, janitorial and DSL all included. Month-to-
month tenancy. 110-170 sq.ft. Other tenants are
collegial mental health professionals. Contact
Dee (818) 515-2717. 

High-Rise Offices. Corner office suite in full
service law firm. Beautiful views and well-
appointed interiors. Excellent location. Up to 4
offices available. Conference room/
kitchen access, two secretarial bays, phone
system/voicemail, receptionist, Internet, copiers,
scanners, fax, etc. Please contact David
Adelman at (818) 382-6200.

Two window offices. Beautiful view, in 9th floor
suite. Excellent location. Convenient access to
405 & 101 fwys. 17 x 14 - $1,450; 14 x 91⁄2 -
$1,150. Available immediately. Contact Hilda at
(818) 382-2222.

VVAALLEENNCCIIAA
Office Space available for lease in Valencia.
Reception services available. Research library,
photocopying, scanning, facsimile, and postage
machine accessible. Please contact (661) 287-
3600.

WWOOOODDLLAANNDD HHIILLLLSS

Warner Center – Topanga and Victory. 
2 window offices (16’x13’) plus interior
secretarial bays available in beautiful law suite.
Access to photocopier, fax, postage meter,
shredder, high speed scanner and color scanner,
kitchen, reception room and conference room.
Call (818) 716-6400.

Nice Woodland Hills office space available –
12x12 office within collegial 4 lawyer suite.
Secretarial space available, Internet, Westlaw.
Contact Sean Judge at (818) 610-8799 or Carl
Etting (818) 346-1511.

20712_Barnotes_september  8/22/07  8:28 AM  Page 23



24 • Bar Notes www.sfvba.org September 2007

INSURANCE
CJS BA LIC#1841399

1-800-BAIL-OUT

Statewide Attorney Services
1098 NORTH FIRST ST. SAN JOSE, CA 95112 (408) 298-3333

478 SEVENTH ST. OAKLAND, CA 94607 (510) 568-5555
412 BAUCHET ST. LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 (213) 626-6226

Now 8%

Preferred Rate

for Attorney Clients

Or Low DownPayment to AllowClients to Bail andRetain Attorneys

LUIS MENDOZA
Bail Agent, Southern California

213-305-8777

ERIC BARTER
Attorney Marketing Manger

213-276-2172
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Workers’ Compensation Section
TTooppiicc:: VVooccaattiioonnaall  EExxppeerrtt  TTeessttiimmoonnyy  ttoo  DDeetteerrmmiinnee  

DDiimmiinniisshheedd  FFuuttuurree  EEaarrnniinngg  CCaappaacciittyy
Speaker: Albert Rivas, Vocational Guidance
Date: September 19
Time: 12:00 noon
Place: Monterey at Encino Restaurant
Cost: $35 members prepaid; $45 at the door

$45 non-members prepaid; $55 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour

September 2007 www.sfvba.org Bar Notes • 27

Probate & Estate Planning Section
TTooppiicc:: WWhhaatt  PPVVPP  AAttttoorrnneeyyss  aarree  DDooiinngg  RRiigghhtt  aanndd  

WWrroonngg::  CCaann  IItt  BBee  BBeetttteerr??
Speaker: Commissioner Reva Goetz
Date: September 11
Time: 12:00 noon
Place: Monterey at Encino Restaurant, Encino
Cost: $35 members prepaid; $45 at the door

$45 non-members prepaid; $55 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour

Santa Clarita Valley Bar Association
TTooppiicc:: MMaannddaattoorryy  ee--ffiilliinngg  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss  iinn  

FFeeddeerraall  CCoouurrtt
Speaker: Representative of the United States District Court
Date: September 20
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: Marie Callender’s, Valencia
Cost: $30 members prepaid; $40 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour

Family Law Section
TTooppiicc:: WWaaggee  AAssssiiggnnmmeennttss::  CChhiilldd  SSuuppppoorrtt  SSeerrvviicceess  

DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  aanndd  SSDDUU
Panel: Commissioner Michael Convey

Michelle Short-Nagel, Esq.
Date: September 24
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Place: Monterey at Encino Restaurant, Encino
Cost: $45 members prepaid; $55 at the door

$55 non-members prepaid; $65 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour

Business Law, Real Property &
Business Law Section      
TTooppiicc:: CCoolllleeccttiioonn  LLaaww  IIssssuueess  aanndd  DDeebbtt  PPaayymmeenntt  

RReessttrruuccttuurriinngg
Panel: Stephen Dem, Esq. and Eric Shaw, 

principal of New York Credit
Date: September 26
Time: 12:00 noon
Place: SFVBA Conference Room

21250 Califa Street, Suite 113, 
Woodland Hills

Cost: $30 members prepaid; $40 at the door
$40 non-members prepaid; $50 at the door

MCLE: 1 Hour

Women Lawyers’ Section    
TTooppiicc:: UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  FFIICCOO  SSccoorreess  ffoorr  AAttttoorrnneeyy  

aanndd  CClliieenntt
Speaker: Les Berman, EB Financial
Date: September 27
Time: 12:00 noon
Place: SFVBA Conference Room

21250 Califa Street, Suite 113, Woodland Hills
Cost: $25 members prepaid; $35 at the door

$35 non-members prepaid; $45 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour

Networking and Pool Party!

Thursday, October 11
6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Billiards and Appetizer Buffet free to
SFVBA Members!

Yankee Doodles
21870 Victory Boulevard, Woodland Hills

Call (818) 227-0490 ext. 105 
to reserve your spot.

Networking and Pool Party!

Thursday, October 11
6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Billiards and Appetizer Buffet free to
SFVBA Members!

Yankee Doodles
21870 Victory Boulevard, Woodland Hills

Call (818) 227-0490 ext. 105 
to reserve your spot.
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Litigation Support  •  Expert Witness 
Forensic Accountants  • Family Law Matters

Business Valuations  •  Loss of Earnings  •  Damages

OFFICIAL SPONSORS OF THE
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY BAR ASSOCIATION

Member SEC Practice Section
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants

When you need more than just numbers...you can count on us...

Call Mike Krycler or Ken Walheim

21250 Califa Street, Suite 113
Woodland Hills, CA 91367

PRESORTED 
STANDARD

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
CANOGA PARK, CA
PERMIT NO. 348

Change Service Requested

Phone: (818)995-1040

Fax: (818)995-4124

15303 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 1040

Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

E-mail: INFO@KETW.COM

Visit us @ www.KETW.COM

20712_Barnotes_september  8/22/07  8:28 AM  Page 28


