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One of America’s leading online legal
research providers, Fastcase, has partnered
with the San Fernando Valley Bar Association
to provide members with an innovative 
and proven search technology service.
Fastcase offers an online research 
system with an extensive state and 
federal database of law. In addition, there 
is also a blog feature that allows users to 
read informative articles and stay abreast 
of the latest legal news.  

“Our members voiced a strong desire 
for a law library and we are extremely 
pleased to be
able to offer
them this
incredible
resource,”
says Sue M. Bendavid, SFVBA President. 

Due to the Bar’s continued commitment
to serve its members, it is the first local or
California bar to offer Fastcase as a
complimentary membership service, where
all subscription costs are covered by the Bar.
This partnership with Fastcase puts SFVBA
on the map in terms of being an industry
leader among bar associations. Also, Fastcase
has been an effective tool to help other bar
associations increase bar membership, and
will likely do the same for SFVBA.

Fastcase will be available to members
April 1. Each member will access the service
by logging onto the SFVBA website with 
their username (state bar number) and
created password. To help members
familiarize themselves with the service,
Fastcase will host webinar training seminars. 

Based in Washington, D.C., Fastcase was
founded in 1999 by attorneys Phil J.

Rosenthal and Ed Walters. Fastcase is 
well-known for its easy to use navigation,
comprehensive nationwide content, respon-
sive customer service, searching and sorting
features, and special printing capabilities. 

The company’s mission is to 
not only enhance the research available, but
also to make it more accessible to its users.
Fastcase co-founders were motivated to
launch the company to democratize law. 

Rosenthal says, “We saw that search 
had evolved on the Internet and realized 
it was time for legal research to evolve 

too. The co-
founder and I
wanted to
democratize 
the law.”

With an impressive background in law
and technology, Rosenthal received his
Bachelor’s degree in Physics from Yale
University; he graduated summa cum 
laude and Phi Beta Kappa. Later, he earned
his J.D. magna cum laude at Harvard Law
School. While working at Covington &
Burling in Washington, D.C., Rosenthal’s
diverse legal practice included nuclear,
patent, telecommunications, environmental,
and corporate law.  

Walters also worked at Covington &
Burling in Washington, D.C. and Brussels.
His practice primarily focused on corporate
advisory work for software companies and
sports leagues, and intellectual property
litigation. Also, Walters worked for the 
White House’s Office of Media Affairs and the
Office of Presidential Speechwriting. Under
the leadership of Rosenthal and Walters,
Fastcase has become one of the world’s
largest legal research systems and publishers.

continued on page 6

ANGELA M. HUTCHINSON, EDITOR

History of Fastcase

“Fastcase was built by lawyers, for lawyers
with the input of specialists in legal research,

library science, and law.”

FASTCASE: ACCELERATED LEGAL RESEARCH 
A NEW BENEFIT FOR MEMBERS
FASTCASE: ACCELERATED LEGAL RESEARCH 
A NEW BENEFIT FOR MEMBERS
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SUE M. BENDAVID, SFVBA PRESIDENT

The dictionary defines the term
“mentor” as “a wise and trusted counselor
or teacher.” Mentoring is traditionally
done to help another person progress in
their careers or to do a job more
efficiently. The mentor is someone who
has experience in a particular situation
and is able to coach, train and counsel the
mentee on how best to accomplish a
desired result.

Being a good mentor requires an
investment of time, a commitment and a
sincere interest in someone else’s growth.
Because time is money, it can also result in
a significant cost to the mentor. But, the
rewards are often well worth it. There is
nothing quite like the satisfaction of
sharing your personal experiences and
seeing your mentee learn and grow as a
result.

In the legal world, a good mentor will
often help mentees strategize about a
particular legal matter. It may be hands-
on management like volunteering to
comment or actually editing a particular
legal document. Or, it may be assisting a
newly-licensed sole proprietor by sharing
law practice management ideas – like
what types of insurance to buy, what legal
resources are available, etc.

I’ve had several significant mentors in
my life. Some were professors in school
and others were from when I was fresh

out of law school. Several were more
senior lawyers, teaching skills they don’t
teach in law school. Still others were more
like “life coaches” – individuals who
shared life experiences and enabled me to
learn from their successes and mistakes.

An example of a good mentor/mentee
relationship can be found in our own Bar
Association. Michele Morley, who just
retired as Associate Executive Director of
Public Services, helped develop the skills
of a more junior staff member, Rosie Soto.
Rosie has now been promoted to Director
of the Bar’s Attorney Referral Service and
has often stated how fortunate she was to
have someone like Michele Morley
counsel her as she progressed on her
career path.

Whether you are a sole proprietor or
in a firm with other lawyers, consider the
benefits of participating in a
mentor/mentee relationship. If you are a
newer lawyer, go to a Section meeting and
ask a senior lawyer to lunch. This is a
great way to begin developing a mentor
relationship. Similarly, if you are a more
seasoned lawyer, reach out to our New
Lawyers and more junior lawyers. Share
you experiences. We’ve all had successes
and we’ve all made mistakes.  Share your
success stories with others. Share your
mistakes too, so that others can possibly
avoid them.

SALLY JACKSON RN, CLNC
Certified Legal Nurse Consultant

30 Years Experience in Emergency and Critical Care

WE KNOW WHERE TO DIG
COMPLETE CONSULTATION SERVICES

MEDICAL RECORD
Screening and Evaluation with Full Research and Reports

Covering all Areas; Duty, Negligence, Injuries, Damages And Causation (All Specific to Standards of Care)
EXPERT WITNESS • AND WITNESS LOCATION

Medical Experts who can Support your Case with Authoritative and Unbiased Testimony
INCREASING CASE LOAD???

RATE REDUCTIONS AVAILABLE FOR MULTIPLE CASES

18201 San Jose St. • Northridge, CA 91326                

Phone : 818-368-7613 • Fax: 818-368-7078 • E-Mail: Jacksoninstitute@aol.com

WE KNOW WHERE TO DIG
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Introducing a better way to weigh and win your case. 
Questions asked and answered with Case Evaluator on
Westlaw®. Case Evaluator helps you accurately evaluate the
legal merits and monetary value of your potential case – then
gives you powerful tools to help you efficiently obtain the
optimal outcome. You describe your client’s case, and Case
Evaluator generates a custom report that lays out the settle-

ment you can expect; the actual briefs, pleadings, and other
documents filed in similar cases so you can see how they 
were argued; and the most effective experts for your situation.
All contained in one custom report collected from premium
Westlaw content. For more details call our Reference
Attorneys at 1-800-207-9378 (WEST).

Better results faster.
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Change is Invigorating
By Aileen Jimenez

I would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate my colleague and friend Rosie Soto
on her well-deserved promotion to Director of
Public Services. I have worked for the San

Fernando Valley Bar Association for over four years now. Initially, I
was hired as the Administrative Assistant after Rosie’s move to the
Attorney Referral Service (ARS).  

During the course of my employment with the SFVBA, I have
been given opportunities to work on various projects, such as the
Valley Associated Settlement Team (VAST) Project, the Mandatory
Fee Arbitration (MFA) program, and to further expand SFVBA
member benefits, which have all developed successfully under the
leadership of Executive Director Liz Post. 

Recently, I was offered a position as an Attorney Referral
Service Consultant. Due to my fluency in Spanish, familiarity with
our members, and thorough understanding of the important role
that ARS has in serving the community, I was delighted to accept
the promotion. I am also confident this transition will positively
impact my career.

Prior to joining the SFVBA, I was proudly serving in the
United States Navy Reserve in Encino. In 2007, I obtained my
Bachelors of Science degree in Information Technology from the
University of Phoenix. During the fall of that year, I enrolled at
California State University Northridge (CSUN). Now, I am also
pursuing my Master’s degree in Public Administration while
working full-time at the SFVBA. In addition to my hectic schedule

of attending night and weekend classes, I recently fulfilled my 6-
year commitment to the U.S. Navy.

In order to continue the momentum of the San Fernando
Valley Bar Association, I am excited to share new ideas and expand
upon the existing practices that the Attorney Referral Service
strives to achieve. I appreciate the opportunity that I have been
given to grow within the SFVBA and gladly accept the new
challenge!

Linda Temkin Changes Title, Expands Role 
Former Events Coordinator, Linda Temkin, is now Director of

Education and Events. She has diligently served
the SFVBA since November 2000.

“As I enter into my eighth year with the Bar,
I look forward to expanding my role. I 
will continue to work closely with the Section
Chairs to bring seminars that are not only
educational and relevant to our members, but
also entertaining as well. We want to be of
service to our members and to that end, I encourage you to contact
me with your suggestions and comments on any of the programs
we offer,” Temkin says.

“We are also eager to combine our efforts with other
professional organizations so that we can mine mutual areas of
interest. If you are active with another group and think we might
benefit from joint events and activities, feel free to contact me. As
always, I encourage you to participate in all that we offer and look
forward to seeing you at the next event.”

For more information about SFBVA events, contact Linda at
(818) 227-0490, ext. 105 or email events@sfvba.org.
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Fastcase, continued from cover

Q&A with Fastcase Founders

Q: In general, why is Fastcase better
than other online legal research
providers?
A: We have a comprehensive nation-
wide database with an intuitive
interface that works like today’s Web
users expect a search to work – it sorts
and ranks the results, putting the
needles on the top of the haystack. We
use next generation technology and
customization tools to make legal
research easier without the duopoly
pricing of traditional legal research.  

Q: What do you think is the most
unique feature of Fastcase? 
A: Overall, it is the way we combine
the power and comprehensiveness of
other premium services with the ease of
use of today’s Internet search engines.
This may be best illustrated by our six
ways of sorting the search results, so
you can have the most relevant, recent,
or authoritative cases at the top of your
results list.  

Q: What are the future plans for
Fastcase?  
A: We are always working to make our
databases even more comprehensive
and to develop powerful new tools that
help lawyers find the best cases out of a
long list.

Q: What is the statistical percentage
breakdown of your current Fastcase
subscribers?
A: Nearly 300,000 lawyers have
Fastcase – over 1⁄4 of the entire U.S. Bar
– so the vast majority of our customers
are lawyers. However, the other groups
[law librarians, paralegals, students,
etc.] are very important to us.  Law
librarians, for example, have been a
secret weapon, giving us great ideas
about how to make legal research
better.  

Q: Is there anything else that you’d
like to add about Fastcase?
A: We are totally committed to the bar
association market, and looking for
new creative ways to work with the
community and bring it together.

For more information about Fastcase,
visit www.fastcase.com or check-out the
SFVBA website for updates.



Judge James Kaddo has presided in
Department I in Van Nuys for the past
six years. He served
eight years downtown
and three years in
Compton. Appointed to
the bench by Governor
George Deukmejian in
1990, Kaddo received his undergraduate
degree from University of California,
Berkeley and law degree from the
University of Southern California Law
School, with a two year stint in the
Army between schools.

Before joining the bench, Kaddo
practiced in the fields of civil litigation
and criminal defense for 27 years,
including a five year stint with Browne
Green and Richard Voorhies. His
practice was largely in the area of real
estate investments and development.    

Kaddo is proud of being the first
Lebanese-born American Judge.
“George Deukmejian wanted to do
something for the Lebanese
community,” he said, “and I was happy
to accept it.” Born and raised in
Lebanon, he moved to Los Angeles at 14
years old. “I didn’t speak a word of
English, but I have always enjoyed
learning.”

Kaddo has been president and a
board member of the American Arab
Anti-Discrimination Committee in Los
Angeles. He is also a member of the
California Judges Association and the
Los Angeles Superior Court Judges
Association. Previously, he was a
member of the American Bar
Association, and the Los Angeles Trial
Lawyers Association. Also, he is a
former president of the Arab-American
Lawyers Association.

Kaddo’s courtroom in Van Nuys is
dedicated to civil trials. With three
judges retiring recently and one more
this month, Kaddo bemoaned the
current budget crisis in California and
said he expects his caseload to increase
significantly. He is now responsible for
about 420 cases and expects that to
increase to over 500 in the coming

months, without a lot of hope for help,
at least in the near term.

When asked what advice he would
give attorneys, Kaddo says, “I wish
attorneys would read the California

Rules of Court and the local rules a little
more often and more seriously.” He

explained that
Attorneys tend to
neglect the details on
the Case Management
Statement, which is a

very important pleading for the court.
“Many attorneys don’t take the time

to make the CMC Statement complete.
Often the pleading is overly brief and
curt, very stingy on explanation. But I’m
generally pretty tolerant,” says Kaddo.

On jury trials, Judge Kaddo says,
“It’s not so much the knowledge of the
law that wins cases, but the ability to
relate to the jurors. I have seen brilliant
attorneys flop at trial because they talk
at the jurors rather than to the jurors.”  

“Jury instructions are what make a
good trial lawyer,” he said. “I allow jurors

April 2008 www.sfvba.org Bar Notes • 7

M. JONATHAN HAYES

“You develop a different outlook on life after 17 years
on the bench.  You get more philosophical and find a

deeper meaning in life with the time to reflect.”  

HAS YOUR CLIENT BEEN BURNED
BY A STOCKBROKER?

SECURITIES LAW
Claims Against Stockbrokers
Stock Market Losses Caused by:

Excessive Trading in Account
Unsuitable Investments Misrepresentation

Variable Annuities

LAW OFFICES OF 
JONATHAN W. EVANS & ASSOCIATES

31 Years in practice
Arbitrator for Superior and 

Municipal Court

NO RECOVERY – NO FEE
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Call today for an appointment
(818) 982-1881 • (800) 699-1881

(213) 626-1881
www.stocklaw.com

12711 Ventura Blvd., Suite 440
Studio City, CA 91604
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to ask questions during presentation of testimony at trials. I
send personal thank you letters to each juror after trial. They
are the key element in the system.”

Kaddo hears up to five law and motion matters every day
except Friday. “I review the motions myself and provide
tentative rulings 48 hours before the hearing.”

Kaddo proudly stated that he is known as the “King of
Settlements.” This is because he places a great deal of
emphasis on getting adverse parties to resolve their
differences. “I tell the parties that settlement is better by far
than having twelve strangers make that decision for you. It is
also better for the parties because they are more likely to live
up to a deal that they fashioned themselves.”

“Judge Kaddo is highly principled individual who really
cares about people. He is a well respected judge and beloved
member of the American Lebanese community,” says
Attorney Raymond Aver.

Judge Kaddo is an avid tennis player, although admittedly
slowing down a little. His pride and joy are his grandchildren;
two live here and three in Lebanon. He says, “I have an
indescribable love for my grandchildren. They are the
proudest thing in my life.”

When asked about the future, Kaddo says, “I am enjoying
being a judge. I am happy in the Valley and happy with my
assignment here. You develop a different outlook on life after
17 years on the Bench. You get more philosophical and find a
deeper meaning in life with the time to reflect. I am not even
thinking about retirement.”

M. Jonathan Hayes is a 1976 graduate of Loyola Law School in
Los Angeles. His practice is primarily in the area of bankruptcy. 
Contact Hayes at jhayes@polarisnet.net.  
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Changes to the Local Civil Rules
The Court has adopted the following amended Local Civil Rule, effective February 7, 2008:

L.R. 5-3.3 Service of Electronically Filed Documents. Upon the electronic filing of a document, a Notice of
Electronic Filing  (NEF) is automatically generated by the CM/ECF system and sent by e-mail to all attorneys
in the case who are registered as CM/ECF Users and have consented to electronic service. Service by this 
electronic NEF constitutes service pursuant to the  Federal Rules of Civil and Criminal Procedure for all 
attorneys who have consented to electronic service. Attorneys not registered for the CM/ECF system or who
did not consent to electronic service must be served as otherwise provided by the Federal Rules. Documents
excluded from electronic filing (refer to General Order 08-02) must be served using traditional means of 
service in the manner prescribed for such service in the Federal Rules.

Orders or other documents electronically filed by the Court will be served on attorneys only by the e-mail 
NEF unless an attorney is not a registered CM/ECF User or has not consented to electronic service.

New Local Civil Rule 83-1.3.1.1
The Court has adopted the following new Local Civil Rule, effective March 1, 2008:
L.R. 83-1.3.1.1 Notice in Civil Forfeiture Action When Related Criminal Case has Previously Been Filed.
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It shall be the responsibility of the
parties to promptly file a Notice of
Related Cases whenever a criminal
case previously filed and a civil
forfeiture case later filed:

a) arise from the same or a 
closely related transaction, 
happening, or event; or

b)call for determination of the 
same or substantially related 
or similar question of law and
fact; or

c) involve one or more 
defendants from the criminal 
case in common, and would 
entail substantial duplication 
of labor if heard by different 
judges.

In these instances, the proposed
transfer order shall be prepared to
transfer the civil forfeiture case to the
judge assigned to the criminal case.

The Local Civil Rules are
available on the Court’s website at
www.cacd.uscourts.gov. 



At a recent Litigation Section meeting longtime Superior
Court Judge Ronald Coen spoke on “Humorous Moments
from the Bench.” Judge Coen regaled Section members with
true life anecdotes of some amusing and odd moments from
his 23 years as a Superior Court
judge. Section members found the
presentation educational and
entertaining. 

There are protocols for
addressing a judge, and Judge
Coen has typically been called
“Your honor.” But, Judge Coen
noted, I have also been called
“your excellence,” “your
eminence,” “my lord” and even
“your holiness.”  Judge Coen
noted that as a bench officer he
has been saluted, bowed down to
and some defendants have even crossed themselves before
addressing the court. This contrasts with some other
defendants who, Judge Coen noted, have on occasion
unbuttoned their blouses in a revealing fashion. In those

cases, Judge Coen said, Justice must remain blind so I keep
my eyes focused on the clock, or elsewhere. 

One incident concerned an alleged gang member on trial
in a criminal case. At trial, the defendant denied being a

member of the particularly
notorious gang, and denied ever
using an alleged nickname. The
defense was weakened (and he was
convicted) after the nickname and
gang name were found to be newly
tagged on the walls of the court’s
holding cell. The defendant had
been the cell’s only occupant
during the trial. A motion was
granted permitting the jury to view
the in-cell graffiti.

In another incident a court
bailiff sought to demonstrate the

effectiveness of tear gas on a cockroach. Unknown to the
bailiff, cockroaches are not affected by tear gas, but people
are.

Judge Coen noted that while many citizens try to avoid
jury service, those selected often find the cases interesting
and sometimes insist on remaining on the jury. Judge Coen
spoke about an interesting long cause trial in which a juror
called in sick one morning.  Because there were six alternates,
Judge Coen said he understood and the juror would be
excused for the rest of the trial. “No, I am not excused”
replied the juror, who then rushed to court, wheezing and
coughing but insisted on serving through the end of the case. 

Judge Coen talked about a lawyer who asked every
question two or three times, each a slightly different way, 
despite the witness’s clear, consistent answers. “Am I speaking
German” the witness finally quipped? Other incidents
concerned criminal defendants who, for some reason, choose
to wear risqué clothing, a dancing defendant who tried to cast
a voodoo spell on the Judge, and a defense witness whose
every other word was obscene. 

Judge Coen’s talk was well received and may possibly be
repeated around the December holidays.  

The Litigation Section’s March program featured mal-
practice attorneys William Rehwald and Ken Feldman
discussing malpractice issues for litigators. In April, the 
Section will co-host a nuts and bolts Litigators Toolbox
presentation by Thomson West. The May meeting will 
feature a presentation by Section Chair David Gurnick on
litigating franchisor-franchisee cases. 

For more information about upcoming Section events 
or to become a member of the Litigation Section or 
its leadership, please contact David Gurnick at
dgurnick@lewitthackman.com.
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DAVID GURNICK, LITIGATION SECTION CHAIR

RICHARD F. SPERLING
Attorney at Law

• Complex, contested, and 
collaborative family law matters 

• Member, Los Angeles Collaborative 
Family Law Association

International Academy of Collaborative 
Professionals

• Professor of Law, Southern California 
Institute of Law

California State University Northridge

Sperling & Associates 
5743 Corsa Avenue, Suite 116
Westlake Village, CA 91362
(818) 991-0345 • sperlinglaw@hotmail.com



April 2008 www.sfvba.org Bar Notes • 13



This month, I wish to thank the following bench officers
who have volunteered to be on the Foundation Board. 

Commissioner Alan Friedenthal was a Board member
before he became a Los Angeles County Superior Court
Commissioner. He is dedicated to the development of the
Children's Waiting Rooms at the Van Nuys and San Fernando
courthouses. His contribution was acknowledged when the
Bar Association honored him at last year's Judges' Night.
Commissioner Friedenthal sits in a Family Law courtroom in
San Fernando. It was his concern for the children "hanging
out" on the terrace outside his courtroom that was an
inspiration for this badly needed project.

Judge Michael Hoff served as the Supervising Judge at Van
Nuys. He is assigned to an unlimited civil court. He was a
member of the Foundation Board for many years. He has
returned to his active participation on the Board. He was
instrumental in the installation of the Children's Waiting
Room at the Van Nuys courthouse and is currently chairing the
Awards Committee for our annual Law Day Gala.

Judge Wendy Kohn is new to our Board this year. She sits
as a Family Law Judge in Van Nuys and has been active in the
set up and budget review for Foundation activities. Her

guidance and suggestions at meetings displays her
commitment and concern for the success of the Foundation
and thus the support for its causes.

Judge Richard Kolostian was a "fixture" in Van Nuys for
many years. He is now retired and babysitting his grandson. He
volunteered for our Board because of his desire to help the
community.  He is on the Awards Committee with Judge Hoff
and has offered to assist with the Grants Committee. When
sitting as an active Judge, Judge Kolostian handled family law
and, in the most recent years, probate matters.

Commissioner Dennis Mulcahy sits as a bench officer on
criminal matters in the Northwest District. Commissioner
Mulcahy is always one of the first to volunteer his ideas and
help on various Foundation projects. He has been on the Board
for several years now and his attendance and commitment are
extraordinary.

Judge Michelle Rosenblatt is on the bench handling
unlimited civil matters in Burbank. She is a valued contributor
to Bar and Community causes. She worked on the Murals
Committee for the San Fernando Valley Bar Association’s 75th

Anniversary and was part of the team that arranged for murals
in the San Fernando, Burbank, Van Nuys and Sylmar Juvenile

14 • Bar Notes www.sfvba.org April 2008

MARCIA L. KRAFT, VCLF PRESIDENT



April 2008 www.sfvba.org Bar Notes • 15

courthouses. She has been an active
member of the Foundation for over
seven years. She is currently the chair
of the Dinner Committee for the
Foundation's Law Day Gala on June 7,
2008 at CBS Studios.

Additionally, Judge Rosenblatt is
editor of the California Judges
Association Magazine, The Bench. 
She also teaches judicial education
courses on a local and statewide level,
and over the past year gave two
presentations, "Elimination of Bias" 
for the San Fernando Valley Bar
Association and "Five Things Judges
Hope Lawyers Know about the Code 
of Judicial Conduct" for the Burbank
Bar Association.

Judge Robert Schuit is now the
Supervising Judge of the North Valley
District. He has taken over responsi-
bilities from Judge Alice Hill. Judge
Schuit has been on the Foundation
Board for several years. He takes time
to award the Foundation's scholarships
to students interested in a legal career.
He is willing to participate and offers
his assistance frequently.

Judge Susan Speer hears criminal
matters in the Northwest District (Van
Nuys). She is new to our Board. She is
willing to help with projects. She is
assisting Judge Rosenblatt in the
management of the dinner for our Law
Day Gala.

Thank you so much to all of the
above for their generosity of spirit, time
and efforts. We could not be as
successful without your input. The
Foundation is only as strong as its
Board members!

We are still seeking contributions
to the Children's Waiting Room
projects, so please feel free to call me
for any information or if you want to
make a donation. I can be reached at
(818) 883-1330. Remember, generosity
counts.

REMINDER!
Our Law Day Fundraising Gala this year
is "Lights! Camera! Action!" on June 7,
2008 at CBS Studios, Studio City.  City
Councilmember Dennis Zine will be
helping with our Live Auction. We will
be honoring Bill Curtis of A&E's
"American Justice" TV program. Please
save the date, as we expect tickets will
sell out quickly. 17
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Jack B. Clark, president of the San
Fernando Valley Bar Association in 1963,
passed away on December 18, 2007.
After practicing law in Van Nuys for 19
years, he was elected to the Newhall
Municipal Court in 1970, where Clark
served as presiding judge for 13 years.
Following early retirement, he and his

wife Carol moved to a very small town in Northern
California called West Point.

David I. Karp was presented with
the Daniel Carter Beard Masonic
Scouter Award on February 6, 2008 at
the Van Nuys Masonic Center. The
Award is a national recognition
approved by the Boy Scouts of America
and recognizes service by a member of
the Masonic Fraternity to youth

through the Boy Scouts program. Karp
mediates real estate and business
disputes.

Matt Crowley and Tal Grinblat
were among the San Fernando Valley
Business Journal’s 2008 “Forty Under
40.” Crowley established Crowley

Corporate Legal Strategy in 2006 to
offer corporate legal services to
entrepreneurs looking to grow their
businesses. He is a trustee of the
SFVBA. Grinblat is a shareholder in the
intellectual property group of Lewitt,
Hackman, Shapiro, Marshall & Harlan,
ALC.

Greenberg & Bass LLP has
announced that Yi Sun Kim has joined
the firm as an associate. Kim practices
in the areas of commercial litigation
and general business; working with
clients on a variety of matters ranging
from bankruptcy and real estate, to
entertainment and intellectual
property.

James R. Birnberg was awarded
the Timothy Whitehouse Award by the
Beverly Hills Bar Association Trusts &
Estates Section on March 18, 2008. Mr.
Birnberg is an estate planning and
taxation partner in the law offices of
Oldman, Cooley, Sallus, Gold, Birnberg
& Coleman, LLP located in Encino.

2008 Annual Judges’ Night Gala

Since 1992, the San Fernando Valley Bar Association has been honoring the
legacy of judges who are committed to serving the community. On Thursday,
February 21, 350 judges, honorees, SFVBA members, and their invited guests
gathered for the Annual Judges’ Night Gala at the Hilton Hotel in Woodland
Hills. Along with salutatory remarks and inspirational acceptance speeches,
SFVBA staff members were also recognized for their meticulous efforts to
coordinate this wondrous event. The Honorable Michael Harwin was selected as
Judge of the Year, with Special Recognition awards to Judges Barbara Scheper
and Maureen Tighe. To all of the honorees, congratulations again!



I have always loved Spring. The
days grow longer, and it’s not dark
when I leave the office. The weather
warms, flowers bloom and beauty is
everywhere. I am excited about spring
and excited about our bar association’s
upcoming activities.

On April 17, 2008, our lunch
meeting will be at noon at Marie
Callender’s in Valencia. A repre-
sentative of the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department will discuss issues
related to identity theft, protecting
your privacy and clients’ confidential
information.

I know as well as anyone how
frustrated and violated it feels when a
criminal is able to access your
confidential information. It happened 
to me a few years ago. I used an
automatic teller machine at the
Westside Pavilion. A few weeks later,

my bank statement arrived, and I
noticed several withdrawals had been
made from my bank account from a Las
Vegas casino. Fortunately, I was able to
prove that I was working in Los

Angeles at the time, and I did not lose
any money. What shocked me the 
most was that I still had my ATM card.
I couldn’t understand how someone
could access my bank account at an
ATM machine without my ATM card.

As attorneys, we are entrusted with
all types of confidential information 
by our clients. We have a duty to
protect that information. Please join 
us for this seminar and learn how to
better protect yourself and your 
clients.

On April 23, 2008, a panel of
attorneys from our bar association will
present its first “You and The
Law/Adult Responsibilities and Conse-
quences for Teenagers” seminar to the
first graduating class at West Ranch
High School in Valencia. A panel of
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TAMIKO B. HERRON, ESQ., SANTA CLARITA VALLEY BAR ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

“What do we live for, if it is not
to make life less difficult for
each other.” – George Eliot

(Mary Ann Evans)

“Even if it’s a little thing, do
something for those in need 
of help, something for which 

you get no pay but the
privilege of doing it.” – Albert

Schweitzer

15
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attorneys will discuss issues that are relevant and interesting
for young adults.

Our panel will consist of a deputy district attorney who
will discuss relevant topics in criminal law, such as driving
under the influence, assault and battery and trespassing.
Attorneys from the civil arena will address issues related to
the requirement to have auto insurance, basic landlord
tenant law, issues related to libel and slander, and basic
employment law principles. We are excited about this
opportunity to educate these young adults and are
considering the possibility of providing a similar program at
our other local high schools. We will allow for an extensive
question and answer period to provide guidance for those
needing legal advice.

Banchamlak T. Abegaze
Woodland Hills 
(818) 710-2717 
banch@abegazelaw.com

Michael Amerian
Office of City Attorney
Van  Nuys 
(818) 374-3300 
Fax (818) 374-3311
Michael.Amerian@lacity.org
Criminal Law

Peggi A. Gross
Burbank 
peggigross@gmail.com
Bankruptcy

Yi Sun Kim
Greenberg & Bass
Encino 
(818) 382-6200 
Fax (818) 986-6534
yisunkim@gmail.com
Litigation, Business Law

Megan Knight-Facey
NBC Universal
Universal City 
(818) 777-8358 
Fax (818) 866-2549
megan.knight-
facey@nbcuni.com

Nicholas LoPiccolo
Ardmore, PA
(717) 439-0579 
nlopiccolo@law.villanova.edu
Law Student

Sue C. Rokaw
Toluca Lake 
(818) 506-8292 
Fax (818) 301-2567
scrlaw@sbcglobal.net

Michaela Tarpenyans
Westlake Village
(805) 381-2631 
Fax (805) 381-2660
Mtarpenyans@ml.com
Associate Member

Martin J. Trupiano
Law Office of Martin J. Trupiano
Encino 
(818) 783-8585 
Fax (818) 783-5151
marty@mtrupianolaw.com
Business Law, Nonprofits

Cynthia L. Weichelt
Van Nuys, CA
(323) 630-3782 
cweichelt@yahoo.com
Law Student

Jeffrey Marc Zabner
Westlake Village
(805) 374-2777 
Fax (805) 381-0787
jzabner@zabnerlaw.com
Estate Planning

Irving H. Zaroff
Encino
(818) 886-9410 
Fax (818) 349-6480
irv@zaroffandzaroff.com

THE FOLLOWING JOINED THE SFVBA 
IN FEBRUARY 2008:



SPACE AVAILABLE…
CANOGA PARK
Two offices and secretarial space available.
Congenial and comfortable; DSL. Month to
month tenancy. Possible overflow. Contact Ron at
(818) 340-3116.

ENCINO
High-Rise Offices. Corner office suite in full
service law firm. Beautiful views and well-
appointed interiors. Excellent location. 
Up to 4 offices available. Conference room/
kitchen access, two secretarial bays, phone
system/voicemail, receptionist, Internet, 
copiers, scanners, fax, etc. Please contact 
David Adelman at (818) 382-6200.

Office in Class-A Encino office building suite.
Large windows. Optional secretary well. Includes
use of shared space, conference room and new
amenities. $1,300. Call (818) 906-2727.

VALENCIA
Office space and virtual offices. Great location,
full featured phone system, receptionist,
conference room, etc. Virtual offices available
(mail, phone, and conference room) 
(661) 414-7100.
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ATTORNEY TO
ATTORNEY REFERRALS…
APPEALS & TRIALS
$125/hour. I'm an experienced trial/appellate
attorney, Law Review. I'll handle your appeals,
trials or assist with litigation. Alan Goldberg 
(818) 421-5328.

EMPLOYMENT LITIGATION
Sexual Harassment Discrimination, Wrongful
Termination, QuiTam/ Whistleblower, 
Overtime Violations, etc. 25% Referral Fee 
paid to attorneys per State Bar Rules.
Law Offices of  Jill B. Shigut (818) 992-2930.

PERSONAL INJURY/
WRONGFUL TERMINATION
25-30% Referral Fee paid to attorneys on all
personal injury, products liability, wrongful
termination, sexual harassment, overtime
violations and discrimination. Firm (Flaig,
Mirroknian & Gordon LLP) has over 25 years
combined experience. Contact Donald W. Flaig,
Esq. (818) 255-0800 or dflaig@fmgllp.com.

PROFESSIONAL CONSERVATOR
Registered CLINICAL PHARMACIST for 25 years
and now CA licensed Attorney and Professional
Conservator. I am available for Consultations,
Conservatorships, and Contract Legal Services:
LAW OFFICES OF JOEL B. CONNOR. (818) 430-
9189 or jbconnor@pacbell.net

STATE BAR CERT. WORKERS COMP SPECIALIST
Over 30 years experience-quality practice.
20% Referral fee paid to attorneys per State Bar
rules. Goodchild & Duffy, PLC. (818) 380-1600.

WRONGFUL TERMINATION
25% Referral Fee paid to attorneys per State Bar
Rules on Wrongful Termination, Sexual 
Harassment, Discrimination, and Federal False
Claim Cases. 20+ years experience; Heavy Jury
Trial Experience. Danz & Gerber (818) 783-7300

EXPERT…
STATE BAR DEFENSE & PREVENTATIVE LAW
Former: State Bar Prosecutor; Judge Pro Tem.Legal 
Malpractice Expert, Bd. Certified CA & ABA. BS,
MBA, JD, CAOC, ASCDC, A.V. (818) 986-9890
Fmr. Chair SFBA Ethics, Litigation. Phillip
Feldman. www.LegalMalpracticeExperts.com.
StateBarDefense@aol.com

SPECIALTIES: 
Lawsuit Preparation/Residential
Construction, Single and Multi-family,
Hillside Construction, Foundations,
Concrete, Floors, Tile, Stone,
Retaining Walls, Waterproofing,
Water Damages, Roofing,
Carpentry/Rough Framing, Stairs,
Materials/Costs, Building Codes,
Construction Contracts. 

CIVIL EXPERIENCE: 
Construction defect cases for 
insurance companies and attorneys
since 1992

COOK
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

STEPHEN M. COOK 
General Contractors License B431852

Graduate study in Construction
L.A. Business College, 1972  

Tel: 818-438-4535 Fax: 818-595-0028
Email: scook16121@aol.com

7131 Owensmouth Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91303 

–EXPERT WITNESS–
CONSTRUCTION

40 YEARS 
CONSTRUCTION EXPERIENCE
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• Member of the SFVBA 
Board of  Trustees since 2002

• Experienced in handling 
Appellate, Federal and State 
Criminal Cases

• Certified Criminal Law Specialist, 
Certified by the Board of Legal
Specialization of the State Bar 
of California

SEYMOUR I. AMSTER

6320 Van Nuys Boulevard, Suite 300

Van Nuys, CA 91401

(818) 947-0104 Fax: (818) 781-8180
siaesq1@aol.com

Attorney at Law

VAN NUYS
Ground floor – 1,570 to 4,745 sq. ft. available. 2 blocks from the Civic
Center. New stone entry, carpet and paint. Law library, conference room
included. (818) 756-2000.

WOODLAND HILLS
Warner Center – Topanga and Victory. 
2 window offices (16’x13’) plus interior secretarial bays available in beautiful
law suite.  Access to photocopier, fax, postage meter, shredder, high speed
scanner and color scanner, kitchen, reception room and conference room. 
Call (818) 716-6400.

Share office space on Ventura Boulevard. $1,000/mo. Enclosed office.
Secretarial bay. Call (818) 992-6588.

OFFICE SPACE AND/OR PART TIME
CONFERENCE ROOM USE
Do you live in Valencia and need to reduce commute time? Do you have a
Valley office and want to meet clients in Valencia? Full time office for rent in
beautiful Valencia professional building, central atrium with water fountains
and falls, easy parking, right off the 5 Freeway and Newhall Ranch Road.
Office is furnished. Access to Internet and all office machines included with
rental. Conference room rental only $175 per month for 8 to 10 hours. Call
David at (310) 266 8390 or email David@DLHpatent.com.

SUPPORT SERVICES…
NOTARY OF THE VALLEY
Traveling Notary Public. 24 hours-7 Days. Attorneys’ Office • Clients’ Office
• Homes Hospitals • Jails. David Kaplan (818) 902-3853 SFVBA Assoc. Mbr.
www.notaryofthevalley.com.

VICTORY VIDEO - WAYNE MARIEN, CLVS
Depositions • Day-In-The-Life Documentary
Ethical Wills • Site Surveys • Mock Trials  Settlement Documentary • Video
Editing  Video/Transcript Encoding & Syncing 
(805) 404-3345 • victoryvid@mac.com. 
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Is your Option at Market?
What’s Market?
For answers to these and other tenant questions, 
call us today. You’ll like the answers we have.

818.757.1164 www.tenantadvisory.com

Consultations Relocations of Office Facilities Acquisitions of Office Properties

Dispositions of Office Properties Subleasing of Excess Office Space 

Renewals of Leases at Existing Facilities Representation for the Exercising of Options

Representation for Expansions at Existing Facilities Lease Restructuring

Tenant Representation & Advisory Real Estate Services

Stay Right 
Where You Are!

Stay Right 
Where You Are!
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PPrroobbaattee  &&  EEssttaattee  PPllaannnniinngg  SSeeccttiioonn  
Topic: How to Choose Between a Private  

Professional Conservator and Family Members
Speaker: Stuart Zimring, Esq.
Date: April 8
Time: 12:00 noon
Place: Monterey at Encino Restaurant, Encino
Cost: $35 members prepaid; $45 at the door

$45 non-members prepaid; $55 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour

WWoorrkkeerrss’’  CCoommppeennssaattiioonn  SSeeccttiioonn          
Topic: Urological Impairments Under AMA Guidelines
Speaker: Fred Kuyt, M.D.
Date: April 16
Time: 12:00 noon
Place: Monterey at Encino Restaurant, Encino
Cost: $35 members prepaid; $45 at the door

$45 non-members prepaid; $55 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour

WWoommeenn  LLaawwyyeerrss  SSeeccttiioonn
Topic: How Appearance Affects Discrimination 

towards Women Lawyers
Speaker: Connie Gregory
Date: April 24
Time: 12:00 p.m.
Place: SFVBA Conference Room
Cost: $30 members prepaid; $40 at the door

$40 non-members prepaid; $50 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour Elimination of Bias

IInntteelllleeccttuuaall  PPrrooppeerrttyy,,  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  &&
IInntteerrnneett  LLaaww  SSeeccttiioonn        
Topic: Federal Trademark Dilution Revision Act – The 

First 18 Months!
Speaker: Michael Fox, Esq., Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & 

Arnold LLP 
Date: April 25
Time: 9:00 a.m.  
Place: SFVBA Conference Room

21250 Califa Street, Suite 113, Woodland Hills
Cost: $25 members prepaid; $35 at the door

$35 non-members prepaid; $45 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour

FFaammiillyy  LLaaww  SSeeccttiioonn      
Co-Sponsored by Los Angeles County Bar Association 
Family Law Section
Topic: Alternatives to Filing a Custody OSC – 

Programs, Resources and More
Panel: Judge Thomas Trent Lewis; Mary E. Lund, Ph.D.; 

Jane E. Shatz, Ph.D.; Lisa Hacker, MFT; and 
Lynette Berg Robe, Esq.

Date: April 28
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Place: Sportsmen’s Lodge, Studio City
Cost: $45 members prepaid; $55 at the door

$55 non-members prepaid; $65 at the door
MCLE: 1.5 Hours

CCrriimmiinnaall  LLaaww  SSeeccttiioonn
Topic: How to Determine Improper Police Procedures 

and Practices
Speaker: Timothy T. Williams, Jr., Expert, Private 

Investigator and Retired LAPD Detective
Date: April 29
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: Uncle Chen Restaurant, Encino
Cost: $35 members prepaid; $45 at the door

$45 non-members prepaid; $55 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour 

NNeeww  LLaawwyyeerrss  SSeeccttiioonn  aanndd  LLiittiiggaattiioonn  SSeeccttiioonn
Topic: Litigator’’s Toolbox Sponsored by Thomson West
Speaker: Jared S. Karpel, Esq.
Date: April 17
Time: 12:00 noon Lunch will be provided
Place: SFVBA Conference Room

21250 Califa Street, Suite 113, Woodland Hills
Cost: FREE TO NEW LAWYERS 

PRACTICING 6 YEARS OR LESS!
$20 All Others

MCLE: 1 Hour 

BBuussiinneessss  LLaaww,,  RReeaall  PPrrooppeerrttyy  &&
BBaannkkrruuppttccyy  SSeeccttiioonn      
Topic:     Neighbor Disputes
Panel: John Hosack, Buchlter Nemer PC and 

Harold Gould, Finestone & Richter
Date: April 23
Time: 12:00 noon
Place: SFVBA Conference Room

21250 Califa Street, Suite 113, Woodland Hills
Cost: $30 members prepaid; $40 at the door

$40 non-members prepaid; $50 at the door
MCLE: 1 Hour



Litigation Support  •  Expert Witness 
Forensic Accountants  • Family Law Matters

Business Valuations  •  Loss of Earnings  •  Damages

OFFICIAL SPONSORS OF THE
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY BAR ASSOCIATION

Member SEC Practice Section
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants

When you need more than just numbers...you can count on us...

Call Mike Krycler or Ken Walheim

21250 Califa Street, Suite 113
Woodland Hills, CA 91367

Return Service Requested
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Phone: (818)995-1040

Fax: (818)995-4124

15303 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 1040

Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
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