
Dear SFVBA Member: 

Attorney members of the San Fernando Valley Bar Association have the unique opportunity 
to elect their Bar Leaders by voting in our annual Board of Trustees election. By allowing 
members to choose from a ballot of candidates rather than a predetermined slate, our Board 
of Trustees is more representative of our membership.

Election Day is Monday, September 10, 2019. Ballots will be emailed to attorney members 
the second week of August and voting will be conducted online. Members may request 
a ballot to be sent by United States Post Offi ce instead of electronic mail. Contact the 
Executive Director, Rosie Soto Cohen by August 24 at (818) 227-0497.

I encourage members to take a few minutes to review the following Election Pamphlet 
and read the candidates’ statements. The nominees have contributed to the programs and 
success of our organization, and represent a cross-section of our Sections, areas of practice 
and our community.

Thank you for your support and membership this year. I appreciate you giving me the 
opportunity to serve you.

YI SUN KIM
President
San Fernando Valley Bar Association 

ELECTION 
PAMPHLET 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECT ION  SEPTEMBER 10, 2019



BARRY P. GOLDBERGBARRY P. GOLDBERG
PRESIDENTPRESIDENT

DAVID G. JONESDAVID G. JONES
CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT-ELECTCANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT-ELECT

 AM EXCITED AND HONORED TO BE NOMINATED FOR PRESIDENT-ELECT AND TO
 have the added opportunity to serve on the San Fernando Valley Bar Association Board.
 I genuinely believe in the importance of our Bar Association as a means for connecting the 
attorneys of the San Fernando Valley.
 I have been practicing in various areas of civil litigation for nearly twenty years, sixteen of 
which have been in the San Fernando Valley, in Woodland Hills. The primary emphasis for my 
practice has been employment law, advice and litigation. My fi rm, Santiago & Jones, specializes in employment law, 
transactional estate work, complex probate and estate litigation disputes and general civil litigation matters.
 I am the chairman of the Bar’s Attorney Referral Service Committee. My involvement with the Bar referrals 
has been very rewarding, and is a highlight of my Bar activities. Clearly, the legal guidance and support that our Bar 
Association provides to Valley residents in need is one of SFVBA’s lasting accomplishments.
 My primary focus is to increase membership and energize member participation through social functions 
offered by our Bar Association. I believe that the ability to network with fellow Bar members with various areas 
of legal expertise can prove invaluable for both new members and established attorneys in the community. Given 
the relationships created at such events, our Bar should strive to create member-friendly events which attract new 
members and encourage existing members’ relationships.
 So, with this, I ask that you cast your vote for me, I will work tirelessly to bring energy and creativity to the 
SFVBA, in an effort to improve our Bar Association and honor your trust.
 Thank you for your support and vote.

  HIS IS AN EXTREMELY EXCITING TIME FOR THE SAN FERNANDO VALLEY BAR
  Association, and I am honored and energized to be the President this year!
  I have been an active member of SFVBA for many years, including as chairman of the 
Attorney Referral Service. I was elected as a Trustee in the fi rst “online” election.  I credit my 
election success with leveraging Social Media and my online presence. Since being drafted to serve 
on the Executive Board leadership team, I have pushed and preached that SFVBA and its members 
become more present online and on Social Media.
 I have also witnessed the fi ne work of my predecessors in successfully connecting members through 
the Valley Bar Network and in becoming the central conduit for multiple bar associations and organizations. 
These efforts created momentum which also coincided with the elevation of Rosie Soto Cohen as our new 
Executive Director and our move to new and versatile professional space. It is all coming together and our bar 
association is on the move!
 This election has also brought force both a record number of candidates for Trustee and a quality level 
of candidates that is unrivaled. This may be the most important election for the Board of Trustees in recent 
memory to fuel our growth and establish relevancy with young lawyers.
 Although I am a benefi ciary of the momentum and excitement at SFVBA, I pledge to the membership and 
our community to exercise my best efforts to make Valley Lawyers more profi table, more educated and more 
connected with our community.



CHRISTOPHER P. WARNECHRISTOPHER P. WARNE
CANDIDATE FOR SECRETARYCANDIDATE FOR SECRETARY

MATTHEW A. BREDDANMATTHEW A. BREDDAN
CANDIDATE FOCANDIDATE FOR TREASURERR TREASURER

AM HONORED TO BE NOMINATED AND HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE
the San Fernando Valley Bar Association Board as the next Treasurer. After serving as a
Trustee for the past four years, I look forward to continuing to assist our members and the 

public in this new capacity. As your Treasurer, I hope to strengthen our relationships with 
existing members, our community, and develop new relationships to enhance our current 
programs. Further, I look forward to fi nding new avenues to strengthen the SFVBA’s role in 
community outreach.

Over almost two decades, my family law practice has consistently served the San Fernando Valley. Upon joining 
The Reape-Rickett Law Firm as a Shareholder in 2013, we expanded our practice areas to include Conejo Valley and 
Ventura County in addition to the San Fernando and Santa Clarita Valleys. With offi ces in Calabasas, Santa Clarita, 
and Westlake Village, we are continuing our mission to provide outstanding family law services while supporting our 
communities through charitable work and establishing strong community relationships. Furthermore, I have served as 
Judge Pro Tem, volunteered as a Mediator and work with the SFVBA’s ARS program to help provide accessible legal 
assistance.

As a Trustee and member of the SFVBA, I am dedicated to the success and growth of our organization. 
I appreciate your vote of confi dence and look forward to the opportunity to serve you, and all SFVBA.

HE ENTHUSIASM OF THE BOARD AND SECTION LEADERS PRESENTS A
bright future for the SFVBA. The surge of ideas, opportunities, and potential for the 
Bar will only grow over the next year. I am excited to continue on the Board and help 

ideas come together.
I have been entrusted with helping section chairs continue the Bar’s education and networking opportunities.

The section leaders are the unsung heroes of the SFVBA. The sections host amazing monthly education programs for 
the varied practice areas of the Bar. Over the next year, I hope to expand the cooperation of the sections to create 
more joint programs and networking opportunities.

As this issue goes to publication, we are anxiously awaiting our new summer event called “Meet the Experts.” 
We hope this member benefi t will become a new annual networking and socializing event. We expect these new 
events will draw new members–both attorneys and associates–to the SFVBA.

I look forward to serving the SFVBA members in 2020.



MICHAEL L. COHENMICHAEL L. COHEN
CANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEECANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEE

ALAN EISNERALAN EISNER
CANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEECANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEE

 HAVE A LONG AND SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SAN FERNANDO
 Valley Bar Association. Therefore, I am thrilled to be nominated as a candidate for 
 SFVBA Trustee.
  While in law school, I did my clinical placement in the Attorney Referral Service of the SFVBA. 
That internship was incredibly valuable and rewarding. Not only did I gain a unique perspective into 
the public service aspect of the SFVBA, where I facilitated access to justice for hundreds of people in my community, 
it’s also the place where I met my wife, SFVBA Executive Director Rosie Soto Cohen. This being the case, you 
can rest assured that if elected or appointed, I will be transparent and take actions to avoid all confl icts due to this 
relationship. 
 Since 2005, I have formally volunteered at various SFVBA events, such as Lawyers in the Library and Blanket the 
Homeless, where I performed free legal consultations. I also volunteer countless hours on evenings, weekends and 
holidays to promote the Bar and its public service programs at community service events, such as the Valley Cultural 
Foundation Concerts in the Park and 4th of July Fireworks Show.
 It would be an honor to offi cially extend my services to you, the members. As a Trustee, I will work to increase 
and strengthen our membership. I want the SFVBA to be the “go-to” place for networking, referrals, community 
engagement and CLE. I will work to form mutually benefi cial relationships between the Bar and other organizations 
such as Los Angeles Trial Lawyers’ Charities, CAALA and others.
 I am personally and professionally invested in the well-being and continued success and growth of the SFVBA, 
and with your vote of confi dence, I will do everything in my power to help that continue. #Vote4MLC

 T IS WITH GREAT ENTHUSIASM THAT I ASK FOR YOUR VOTE TO SERVE ON THE
 Board of Trustees of the San Fernando Valley Bar Association.
 I care deeply about the San Fernando Valley. I have been a lawyer in the Valley for three 
decades, and have lived here throughout that time with my wife and three children. As a 
Certifi ed Specialist in Criminal Law for over 20 years, I am proud of the work my fi rm, Eisner Gorin LLP, has done 
on criminal justice issues in our community.
 I have a great appreciation for the energy and collegiality of the SFVBA. It is a vital resource for our 
community, and has the opportunity to do even more. As a Board member, I intend to increase participation in 
the SFVBA through MCLE, networking and social events and other innovative programs. These include programs 
to mentor young lawyers on courtroom procedure and advocacy, and on business development. I would also 
develop a speakers program featuring distinguished authors, journalists, entertainers and others.
 I believe the SFVBA can offer useful resources to help members deal with the stresses inherent in our 
profession and achieve a healthy work-life balance, such as classes on mindfulness, breathing, stretching, stress 
reduction and Yoga.
 My goal is to help our Board make the SFVBA an even more vibrant and relevant bar association for our 
profession and for our community, assisting members in the development of their careers, attracting more young 
members, and strengthening ties between the SFVBA and our community.
 If you believe these are worthy objectives for the SFVBA, I ask for your support and vote. Thank you.



KYLE M. ELLIS
CANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEE

ANTHONY ELLISANTHONY ELLIS
CANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEECANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEE

 ’M HONORED AND EXCITED TO BE NOMINATED TO SERVE AS A TRUSTEE FOR
 the San Fernando Valley Bar Association. Our great association has been serving the Valley’s
 legal community and residents for the past 93 years. We have a long history of public service 
through various programs that directly benefi t our community. For decades, we have provided a 
place for our legal community to receive support, networking and referral opportunities, and continued education. 
I want to be a part of the team that continues our great traditions.
 My legal practice focuses on catastrophic injuries, wrongful death, and product liability. I started out my career 
working for an outstanding fi rm in L.A. When it was time to hang my own shingle, I knew I wanted it to be in the 
Valley, where I grew up, went to school and reside. I was taught at a young age that giving back is how we fl ourish 
as a community. Thus, one of my passions is mentoring at-risk youth, detained minors, high school students, law 
students and young attorneys, through various organizations and programs. I currently serve on SFVBA’s Inclusion 
and Diversity Committee.
 I want to work with our members, Board, committees, staff and my own network to grow our reach by 
connecting us with other attorneys and organizations across the state. I also want to help create new legal and 
community service programs and bring in more experts and specialists for our legal education programs. I want 
every attorney, whether sole practitioner or big fi rm, veteran or new attorney, to know SFVBA is the association 
to go to for support and networking.
 Thank you in advance for your support and vote.

  ERVING ON THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES HAS BEEN AN HONOR AND I ASK
  the members of the SFVBA to re-elect me to my position on the Board of Trustees.
  During the last year, I have seen the SFVBA expand its programs, the participation of its 
members, and its engagement with the community, and I want to continue to play a role in this exciting 
time for our Association. I am proud to have been a part of these trends in the SFVBA, and in the 
last year, I organized and moderated a well-attended Candidates Forum for Los Angeles City Council, 
and launched the Organizing Committee for a mock trial competition that the SFVBA will host in May 
2020.
 If I have the good fortune of earning your vote and being re-elected to the Board, I will move 
forward with a number of new ideas as well as continue to work on organizing our mock trial 
competition. For next year I plan on collaborating with staff to open an online store for SFVBA 
merchandise, establishing a committee that will work directly with our elected offi cials in the San 
Fernando Valley, and exploring how SFVBA can best aid and inform the public about candidates for 
judicial offi ce.
 I ask for your vote, and I thank you for your consideration.



MINYONG LEEMINYONG LEE
CANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEECANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEE

ALEXANDER S. KASENDORFALEXANDER S. KASENDORF
CANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEECANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEE

 AM HONORED AND EXCITED TO BE IN CONSIDERATION FOR A TRUSTEE
 position for the San Fernando Valley Bar Association. I have always called the Valley my 
 home, with the exception of my years of undergraduate study (Go Bears!). Upon graduation, 
I came back home to attend Pepperdine University for law school and continue to call the Valley my home with 
my own children.
  Working in the public sector to serve the needs of our underserved communities is my passion, both 
professionally and personally, and I have dedicated my legal career to that cause. I previously worked representing 
indigent parents in juvenile dependency proceedings for many years and now practice as a family law attorney at 
Neighborhood Legal Services of Los Angeles County, with an emphasis of assisting survivors of domestic violence.
  As the SFVBA is expanding and having a greater impact in the Valley, it would be a great honor and privilege 
to be a part of the organization as it continues to grow. If elected, a goal would be to forge new connections and 
referrals between the private sector and public interest agencies in the Valley to ensure access to justice for all 
Valley residents. I believe my voice as a public sector employee will provide a unique perspective to discussions 
within the SFVBA and add to the dimension of the association.
  Thank you for your consideration and look forward to the possibility of serving you.

  HE SFVBA IS GOVERNED BY A 20 MEMBER BOARD OF TRUSTEES. LAST YEAR I WAS
  appointed to the Board and proudly served the San Fernando Valley community. With your help, I want
  to do it again. I have been a “Valley Lawyer” since 2008 and work at a fi rm that has had four Presidents of 
the SFVBA. I am honored to continue along the path that blazed before me. It would be a tremendous honor if I 
could have your vote. And if I do, I will work tirelessly to make our legal community a shining light that we are all 
proud to belong to.
 My goals are to bring our younger lawyers into our ranks, and grow our base as an organization. We need to 
become a one-stop shop for any lawyer in the SFV. MCLE, low-cost mediations and attorney referral services are 
crucial aspects of our trade that I want our SFVBA to present to our members. Let’s do this!



JOY KRAFT MILESJOY KRAFT MILES
CANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEECANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEE

DARREN LDARREN Le MONTREE MONTREE
CANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEECANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEE

 BRING A ROBUST HISTORY OF PHILANTHROPY, BUSINESS NETWORKING, AND
 deep personal dedication to the work to which the San Fernando Valley Bar Association
 is committed. With a longstanding passion for social justice and community service, I want 
to energize the Board of Trustees by bringing in new members, expanding the relevance of the 
SFVBA for existing members, and improving its reputation in the community.
 Since law school, I have been a member of the SFVBA. More recently, I have become an enthusiastic board 
member of the Valley Community Legal Foundation (VCLF), the philanthropic arm of the SFVBA. Over the last 
two years, I have taken leadership roles within the VCLF on the Education and Scholarship subcommittees. I have 
found great satisfaction in belonging to the Family Law and Estate Planning sections, especially attending each 
section’s MCLE events, where I have made many friends among you.
 Philanthropy and trailblazing as a female leader run in my family. I proudly carry the legacy of my mother, 
attorney Marcia L. Kraft, the 2018 Honoree of the VCLF for her Exemplary Community Service, who recently 
passed away after 28 years of service to the SFVBA and the VCLF. The outpouring of love and support this 
community gave to our family has only increased my desire to give back. My newly established fi rm, Kraft Miles 
ALC, created on the eve of my mother’s passing, is dedicated to continuing her tradition of being President’s 
Circle donors and supporting the SFVBA.
 Vote for “Joy” to bring new energy and relevance to the members of the SFVBA.

 WAS BORN IN, AND HAVE RESIDED IN, THE SAN FERNANDO VALLEY FOR MOST 
 of my life. After 20 years of practicing downtown at large law fi rms, last year, I decided to
 launch a fi rm based in Woodland Hills to focus on insurance policyholder advocacy and litigation. I have been 
an active member of the Attorney Referral Service and through that engagement, regularly interface with the 
SFVBA staff and the community at large.
 I very much have enjoyed working with the fi ne staff at ARS, attending SFVBA and ARS events and helping 
members of our community. I believe that as a member of the Board of Trustees I can provide a fresh perspective 
and help develop new and creative ways to encourage more attorneys to participate and contribute to the 
SFVBA.
 We have a deep well of resources within our legal community and my focus would be to enhance our 
connections, foster development opportunities for mentorship and training of new attorneys, networking and 
community outreach opportunities for our members and increase access to affordable legal services.
 Thank you for considering me for the Board of Trustees.



GEORGE N. SEIDEGEORGE N. SEIDE
CANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEECANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEE

NANCY REINHARDTNANCY REINHARDT
CANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEECANDIDATE FOR TRUSTEE

 WANT TO THANK THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR ITS SUPPORT OF
 my desire to serve the San Fernando Valley Bar Association as a member of the Board of  
 Trustees. I look forward to this new opportunity to serve our Bar and its membership.
 I was raised in the San Fernando Valley, having moved here from New York. I raised my 
family here and consider the Valley to be my home.
 My primary areas of practice are probate, estate planning, and trust administration. I am active in the Trust 
and Probate Section, having served as Speaker Chair and Section Chair. I hope to bring some of our successes in 
the Section to the Board.
 If elected, I want to offer more pro bono outreach programs, which will allow our membership to give back 
to our community, and to encourage involvement with existing programs that provide access to attorneys who 
need it most. We also have tremendous opportunities to support local schools with mock trial programs that 
encourage them to become the next generation of lawyers who serve our community.
 I have served as a volunteer settlement offi cer for a number of years and was involved with the 
implementation of the program. I have been active with a number of professional and personal boards and 
associations over the past years, and with both the San Fernando Valley and Woodland Hills Tax and Estate 
Planning Councils, having have served as an offi cer and director of both organizations for a number of years. Being 
part of these groups has given me invaluable insight into effective team-building.
 I would be honored to receive your vote and support for my candidacy for the Board of Trustees.

 T HAS BEEN A PRIVILEGE TO HAVE SERVED SAN FERNANDO VALLEY ATTORNEYS
 and the area communities for the past two years as a member of your SFVBA Board of Trustees.
 Having been active at the State Bar level for many years as a member and Chair of the Family 
Law Executive Committee, Co-Chair of the State Bar Counsel of Sections, member of the Law 
Practice Management and Technology Executive Committee and the Southern California Regional 
Director of the Association of Certifi ed Family Law Specialists, I then became active at the local 
level as a member of the BHBA and SFVBA Family Law Executive Committees, the latter for over a 
decade.
 Your SFVBA Board of Trustees was extremely active the past two years. I am humbled to have participated 
in hiring a new Executive Director, approving our new Bylaws, upgrading our website and Listservs, our hosting 
of SFVBA’s fi rst LA City Counsel Candidates’ Forum, choosing the location for our signifi cantly upgraded SFVBA 
Offi ce, now on Ventura Boulevard in Woodland Hills, with a large area for MCLE events and a conference room for 
day rentals. We held our fi rst Member Attorney’s Art Show with food and beverages provided in its large patio in 
June. Come and visit.
 Expanding the Attorney Referral Service, being part of SFVBA’s efforts with the Valley Community Legal 
Foundation, our annual “Blanket the Homeless” project, helping organize the July Member Appreciation Evening 
with its Meet the Experts trade show, as well as, now planning for our 2020 Mock Trial Competition has been very 
rewarding.
 As there are many projects to see to completion and others to initiate, I respectfully solicit your vote to allow me 
a second term as a SFVBA Trustee to help complete work in progress, to continue increasing membership, expanding 
membership benefi ts and our community outreach.
 Thank you for your continued support.




